SOX FIRE MANAGER

Cora implicated in sign-stealing scandal »:c:e:

BANGOR BUS HUB

PUBLIC DEBATES WHERE TO PLACEIT eaces1

Wangor Daily News

Statewide edition

Maine to fund fewer road projects

Increasing costs a
key factor behind
three-year plan

BY MICHAEL SHEPHERD
BDN STAFF

AUGUSTA — The Maine
Department of Transporta-
tion released a three-year
road and bridge funding
plan on Tuesday that will
use more money to fund
fewer projects, a symptom
of rising construction costs
and chronic underfunding
of the state system.

Transportation Com-
missioner Bruce Van Note
struck a dour tone upon
the plan’s release, writing
in an introduction it
“largely consists of spread-
ing what used to be two
years of capital projects
over three years” and say-
ing his department is
“competently managing a
slow decline of our trans-
portation system until
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Maine Transportation Commissioner Bruce Van Note speaks at a news conference in
Augusta on Tuesday. With the commissioner are (from left) Madawaska Town Manag-
er Gary Picard, Paul Kosiell, president of CPM Constructors Inc. in Freeport, and Dana
Connors, CEO of the Maine State Chamber of Commerce. Van Note said that the cur-
rent “level of funding is not sustainable,” adding that “bipartisan funding solutions”
are necessary.
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bipartisan funding solu
tlons mater sl e

Maine's (ransportation
systom has long boen om
battled and rellant on an-
nunl borrowing to fund
routine work, but thoso ex
Isting problems were s
wrhuted Lt yoar when con
structlon costs rose sharp
Iy and forced the state to
caneel tens of millions of
dollars In road work,

“This level of funding is
not sustainable.” Van Note
sl at 4 news conference
ot the department's garage
In north Augusta, “The sys
tem will not fall immed |
ately and Malne DOT will
work to avold any serious
safety impacts, but holding
nctions only work for a
short thme and rellabllity
of the system will suffer.”

The plan for the 2040,
2021 and 2022 calendar
years |s funded to the tune
of nearly $2.6 billion. That's
$150 milllon more than the
lnst three years because of
an Infux of one-time feder
al grants, though 142 fower
projects are expected 1o be
funded amid rising costs

Notable projects that
will be funded over the pe
riod Include the replace
ments of the International
Bridge between Madawas
ko and the Canndian prov
ince of New Brunswick, the
Statlon 46 Bridge In Wool
wich and the Veranda
Street bridge over Inter
state 205 In Portland

The Madawaska project

project and $25 million of
the 10 milllon Woolwich
bridge reconstruction
Those granis were an
nounced by TLS, Sen. Susan
Collins, R-Malne, and the
state and foderal uanspor
tation  depurtments st
yoar

Van Note's departument
took many shorteuts to put
together the plan, including
$34 milllon In patching
work on high-priority roads
that will stand until long
term ropalrs can be made
Tho state will mantain $76
million for light paving on
lower-priority roads

The state's annual road
wndd bridge funding short
fall the gap between
what the Transportation
Department can spend and
what It thinks It needs to
maintain the system
now stands at $23 million
Ax past plans have, that
AsSUmMes  voter-approved
borrowing of $100 million
wich year,

A Maine blueribbon
commission Is examining
funding solutions that
could Include a politically

fraought gus tax incresse,
transfers from the state
budgot or fee Increases
That commission was nl
tinlly supposed to deliver
recommendations 1w the
Legislature In December,
bast it flledd for an extension
this month o continue
work as i revolves around
A potentinl solution

Van Note said the oom-
mission's work has him
s optimistic now as [ ever
have been™ on the future of
funding and that “structur
al, transformational
change s nesded that will
have bipartisan support al
lowing 1t to avold political
whims In the State House
In an election year

“It's a huge puazie,
right.” said Rep. Tom Mar
tin, RGreene, who spon-
sored the bill to create the
commibssion and sits on it
“When we're done, we
want the whole puzzle com
pletod ™
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15 o massive 885 million re
bulld In concert with the
Noew Brunswick govern
ment. Federal funds will
make up $356 millon of that

Front page of this morning's paper in Bangor—YET—not one mention
of the 1-395/Route 9 Connector project that we know for a fact is
moving on in the planning stages and the first phase of the connector
project—the $13.5 million Wilson Street/I-395 Bridge replacement—
will be bid this spring with construction to start later this year.



