
Was this an accurate estimate from the DOT Chief Engineer (KS) or a 

just a guesstimate to make the Benefit/Cost ratio fit the project?  

One of my earliest 

posts when the cost 

was $61 million with 

updated comments on 

following page. Also 

to review how we got 

here-view Gretchen’s 

2013 FOAA briefing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to view briefing by Gretchen Heldman of March 2013 FOAA release.  

https://i395rt9hardlook.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Gretchen-Heldmann-FOAA-Briefing.pdf


Are construction costs intentionally “low-balled”, falsified or 

manipulated to get projects through the process to final acceptance? 

We always felt that there was a magic cost number that the DOT was 

trying to stay under when they priced the connector beneath the $65 

million number that the Chief Engineer gave to the Project Manager in 

1.13.2012, FOAA #000364. It needs to be noted that it would become 

clear through other FOAA documents that the $61 million cost was 

necessary to keep the Benefit/Cost ratio above the 1.0 project viability 

value—simple put—the DOT manipulated and falsified the B/C ratio: 

 (12.06.2011) FOAA #000392 defined the cost of 2B-2 @ $93.24 million 

using design criteria for freeways.  

 (1.30.2012) DOT Chief Engineer (KS) decided to go to cheaper rolling 

rural criteria that will decrease costs by 1/3 in FOAA #000431. 

 (8.01.2012) FOAA #187 defined benefits @ $61,424,195.00 and 1.1 B/C.   

 However 1/3 of the cost was actually $62.16 million when reduced 

by 1/3 of $93.24 million—exceeding the $61,424,195.00 benefits—

$62.16 million cost would have dropped the B/C ratio below the 1.0 

value and the project would not be viable—so—it should be obvious 

that the DOT falsified the cost from $62.16 million to $61 million to 

make the project viable—and raises the question if the DOT has also 

falsified the 2017 cost @ $79.25 million and what is the actual cost 

now at the end of 2019 when it appears that costs have risen by 46% 

since March estimates. Is there any wonder why we mistrust DOT?  

 I contend that the manipulation of the B/C ratio was intentional 

(possible even criminal) to make 2B-2 appear affordable...what’s 

next?? And, why should we believe it? 2B-2 may already have 

decreased the B/C ratio below viability with updated 2019 costs. 


