
 

 

The real story of the connector as told by the BDN: 
 

Cleaning out my personal connector files today, but didn’t want to 

lose these historic documents as they can’t be easily found anywhere 

else. 84 separate articles have been merged into this one document.  

To understand why so many are still upset about this connector, the 

real story is told in these archived news articles from the Bangor 

Daily News. Read how this study had its roots as far back as 1995; 

read how several alternatives were selected early on, only to be 

removed because of push back from the Town of Holden; read the 

City of Brewer’s input to the acceptance of 4B and 3EIK-2 and their 

non-support of the family of 2’s alternatives including 2B and 2B-2. 

This archive ends in January 2012 as I addressed the Brewer City 

Council and the MaineDOT apologized for 32 months of complete 

silence following the PAC meeting of April 2009—when 2B-2 met 

only 20% of the study’s five purpose and needs.  

The bottom line is that one neighborhood (Route 46) will be saved at 

the sacrifice of several other neighborhoods—and all for the new low 

price of $79.25 million dollars...  

So, that’s why so many remain upset—alternative 2B-2 should have 

never even been considered, let alone selected, and to say that this 

was a fair process is a load of manure!!  

—7.11.2018— 
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HOLDEN -- State Rep. Dick Campbell and state and
county officials will hold a follow-up meeting to deal with
traffic problems on Routes 9 and 46. The meeting will
be held at 6:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 11, at the Holden
Municipal Building.

Early in October, Campbell met with Holden and
Eddington constituents to hear complaints about speed,
traffic volume and safety along Routes 46 and 1A.

Joining Campbell were representatives from the Maine
Department of Public Safety, the Maine State Police,
the Maine Department of Transportation, and the
Penobscot County Sheriff's Department, said Town
Manager Larry Varsico.

About 65 people from the two communities showed up
for the discussion, he said. Concerns were expressed
about the high rate of speed and the volume of traffic
along those two stretches of road.

The heavy truck traffic along Route 46 on both the Eddington-to-Holden run and the Holden-to-Bucksport section
worried a lot of people, said the town manager. The road was not designed for the heavy truck traffic that it has picked
up in recent years. The truckers also have a reputation of tailgating motorists along Route 46, said Varisco.

People also expressed concerns about school bus safety near the Holbrook School and at Holden Elementary School.

In past discussions, one of the major concerns in the community was the high volume of accidents at the intersection of
Routes 1A and 46, said Varisco. New traffic signals and lane markings, however, appears so far to have reduced
accidents in that area.

Based on concerns expressed at the October meeting, Campbell and other state officials will return to Holden to report
on their findings.

The October discussions, said Campbell, showed that there was a major problem concerning the two trailer parks near
the Holden-Brewer town line, especially for left-turning traffic and for turning traffic at the Irving Oil Co. at the top of the
hill. The residents determined that other dangerous spots included the section where Route 1A turns from a four-lane
highway to a two-lane highway, the intersections of Route 1A and Copeland Hill Road, and at the Bagaduce and Dole
Hill road intersection.

Campbell said the traffic had increased from Eddington to Holden along Route 46 ever since the construction of
Interstate 395 was completed. Canadian trucking lines have diverted their traffic from Route 9 via Route 46 onto Route
1A and then onto I-395. The truck traffic has given the road a severe pounding, and the crown in the road is slowly
being destroyed.

Rather than just listen to a bunch of concerns and then act on them in the distant future, Campbell said, this time
officials expect to get specific options from DOT Commissioner John Melrose. The residents of the two communities
offered suggestions for solving the problems.

Melrose, who attended the October meeting, also had met that day with representatives of the Greater Bangor Area
Chamber of Commerce.

At the Chamber meeting, there had been discussion of an east-west highway that would provide an interconnecting link
from Route 9 to Hogan Road in Bangor. If a plan like that were approved, it would reduce Route 46 traffic.
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Another proposal involved the building of a road that could go from the end of I-395 straight through the fields to Route
9, by way of the power line that now runs in that direction.

One message the majority of people along Route 46 let the commissioner know, said Campbell, was that they did not
want to see major improvements made along that stretch of road.

"The majority of residents along 46 want it to continue to be a rural road," he said.

[Illustration]
Caption: Rep. Dick Campbell
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HOLDEN -- If they could have voted on the matter
Monday, a majority of the residents from Eddington and
Holden who live along Route 46 would have OK'd
extending two lanes of Interstate 395 through the
woods to Route 9.

Ever since I-395 was extended to Brewer, resulting in
the construction of the Veterans Memorial Bridge, much
of the truck traffic that used to run from Canada to
Brewer via Route 9 has been re-routed from Route 9 in
Eddington down Route 46 to Holden. From Holden the
trucks either continue along Route 46 to Bucksport or
turn onto Route 1A to reach Brewer and I-395.

Residents along Route 46 are concerned with the
condition of the road and safety due to the heavy truck
traffic. They are still trying to find appropriate solutions.

Rep. Richard Campbell, R-Holden, moderated the third
meeting on the issue Monday night. It was attended by both state and local representatives, officials from the Maine
Department of Transportation, members of the Regional Advisory Transportation and the Bangor Area Comprehensive
Transportation Study committees, as well as area town officials and selectmen.

Guy Baker, an engineer for MDOT, presented the assembly with four proposals that he stressed contained only ballpark
figures concerning costs. He also pointed out that the proposals would likely not be considered for at least 10 years, if at
all.

The first proposal called for building a partial interchange at the end of I-395 in Brewer and extending a four-lane
divided highway 6 1/2 miles to run parallel with Route 1A. The highway would end in a full interchange at Route 1A just
south of its junction with Route 46 in Holden. From there a new two-lane highway would be built to connect to Route 9
near the Eddington-Clifton town line. The cost would be $74 million.

The second plan proposed constructing a two-lane road beginning at the end of the I-395 interchange in Brewer, and
shooting through the woods for seven miles, to Route 9 in Eddington, at a cost of $23 million. Though possible, this
option might be difficult to achieve because the road would go through wetlands, Baker said.

The third proposal called for reconstructing five miles of Route 46 from Route 9 in Eddington to Route 1A in Holden.
The price tag for this work was estimated at $12.5 million.

The fourth alternative was to build a new bridge to span the Penobscot River from Brewer to the Hogan Road on the
Bangor side, to divert Route 9 traffic, for a cost of $14 million.

A majority of those present, by a show of hands, supported the second proposal of building a new seven-mile road to
Eddington from I-395.

Route 46 residents were hesitant to accept the third proposal involving rebuilding their road because they feared that if
it was improved too much, no new connector road would be built and they would end up with more truck traffic.

The meeting ended with a call for yet another meeting among Holden, Eddington and Brewer officials to see if the
municipalities can come to a consensus on how to solve the truck traffic problem.
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AUGUSTA -- Transportation Commissioner John
Melrose urged lawmakers Tuesday to approve $33
million in additional funds to fix cracked and crumbling
roads, restore passenger rail service and help ensure
the future of Bangor International Airport.

Addressing the Legislature's Transportation and
Appropriations committees, Melrose said two-thirds of
the money would fund projects considered vital to
improving travel across Maine, including an extension
of Interstate 395 from Brewer to Eddington.

The Department of Transportation hopes to repair 300
miles of substandard roads in the next decade. The
plan would include Routes 1 and 1A through
Washington and Hancock counties, Route 2 through
western Maine, and Route 201 from Skowhegan to the
Canadian border.

The projects would place Maine on a path toward a high-speed, limited-access highway crossing Maine from Calais to
Quebec and New Brunswick.

"These major roads deserve our attention," Melrose told lawmakers.

Melrose hopes to draw the additional funds from a surplus in the state budget that, depending on different estimates,
could range from $206 million to as much as $313 million.

His proposal is competing with a variety of other requests, including higher funding for Maine's public schools.

Overall, Melrose's supplemental budget request calls for:

$5.6 million to fix major arteries, the first of five proposed two- year installments. Melrose hopes to use the installments
to bridge a $28 million gap between the overall cost of the 10-year improvement plan and the amount of available state
and federal funds.

$3.6 million for environmental assessments and engineering work on the proposed two-lane extension of I-395 to Route
9 in Eddington.

$7 million to fix so-called "collector roads" across Maine, which feed major arteries. Included would be Route 6 from
Vanceboro to Lincoln, and Route 16 from Abbot to Bingham.

$4 million to begin repairs to the Waldo-Hancock Bridge, a historic suspension bridge over the Penobscot River.

$1 million for a marketing study for Bangor International Airport. The city of Bangor would provide another $1 million,
and the federal government, $2 million.

$10.5 million for an initiative to provide passenger rail service from Portland to Lewiston.

$500,000 to maintain the Calais Branch, a 127-mile state-owned rail line from Calais to Brewer.

$1 million to purchase a ship simulator for Maine Maritime Academy that would help train pilots who must navigate
Maine's ports and harbors.

During a public hearing, more than a dozen people supported Melrose's request for additional funds.

They said the money would pay for projects critical to the economic well-being of eastern and central Maine.
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Maria Fuentes, executive director of the Maine Better Transportation Association, said many roads must be posted
during the winter and spring because they cannot handle trucks carrying heavy loads.

Such seasonal weight limits have forced businesses to close temporarily, she said. They have included boat yards,
salmon processors, forestry operations and dairy farms.

"A strong transportation system is essential to economic development and job creation," said Fuentes, whose
association includes contractors, port and rail companies, and shipping firms.

"We believe it is critical that we invest more in our system in order to improve Maine's competitiveness," she continued.
"Underspending in our transportation system has cost the state in many ways."

Skip Rogers, manager of the Port of Eastport, said good roads and rails are especially important to Washington County,
where the unemployment rate is nearly 10 percent.

The Port of Eastport now has just one major customer: Georgia- Pacific Corp. To succeed, it must attract new
investment to the region.

"We need to do more down there," Rogers said. "Transportation -- both rail and road -- are the keys. ... We've got to
have an infrastructure."

Melrose's proposal also drew support from a group advocating for the eventual creation of a four-lane divided highway
across Maine.

Sandy Blitz, executive director for Maine Citizens for Increased Jobs and Safety, said the supplemental budget goes a
long way in supporting Gov. Angus King's promise of a better network of east- west roads.

The proposal, he said, would save money, improve safety and help control growth along some of the state's busiest
roads.

Other speakers said a viable airport is equally as important to the region.

Bob Ziegelaar, director of BIA, said Maine needs two transportation hubs: Portland and Bangor.

A marketing study could prove vital to finding ways to attract new business in the face of increased competition.
"Clearly," he said, a single airport "is not in the best interests of Maine."

Bangor City Councilor Jerry Palmer agreed, saying the region's economic fortunes are tied largely to Bangor's.

"All boats rise when Bangor does well," he said. "The reality is if you don't have a good airport, you can't maintain the
businesses you have."

[Illustration]
Caption: Melrose
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HOLDEN -- For those who may have something to
contribute to the proposed extension of Interstate 395
from Brewer to Route 9 in Eddington, now is the time to
apply.

The recruiting to that end officially began at an
informational meeting Monday night at Holbrook School
in Holden led by a team of eight officials from the Maine
Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway
Administration. Also on hand were several members of
the area's legislative delegation.

According to Rep. Richard Campbell, the Holden
Republican who scheduled the meeting, the project
would resolve some of the truck traffic in downtown
Brewer and on Routes 46 and 9. He said last week that
the expansion would be a key step in providing an
east-west connection linking I-95 with Route 9 and
Route 2.

While many options for a route have been proposed over the years, the decision process is beginning anew because so
much has changed in terms of traffic counts and legal requirements.

According to Michael Davies, DOT project manager, a 1998 traffic study indicated that heavy truck traffic on Route 46
doubled between 1990 and 1998, and overall traffic was up 60 percent.

Almost 80 percent of the increase in pass-through truck traffic on Route 9 also used Route 146. On Route 9, general
traffic was up 15 percent over the same eight-year period, according to the DOT's data.

The meeting was held to lay the groundwork for a public advisory committee for the proposed extension. But residents
of some of the area's most heavily traveled roads were more interested in immediate relief for some of the safety
problems they face.

Most of the complaints residents aired with state and federal transportation officials centered on Routes 46 and 9, both
of which have seen increased traffic loads, including tractor-trailers, in the past decade.

The horror stories about car crashes, speeding tractor-trailers, dead pets and close calls haven't changed much since
the proposed I- 395 expansion was discussed at the public meeting 18 months ago.

While residents have seen little in the way of action since then, Monday's informational meeting brought the news that
the state has set aside money for project engineering and construction.

According to Campbell, the state now has $3.6 million on hand as its 20 percent local match for the project. The
remaining 80 percent balance will come from federal sources.

During the meeting, transportation officials said the DOT is seeking candidates for a public advisory committee, or PAC,
to help determine where the I-395/Route 9 interchange will be located.

According to the DOT's Michael Davies, the PAC would consist of at least seven to 15 members, but could grow to as
many as 20 members if a more diverse group is needed.

The department is looking for a mix of members coming from such quarters as municipal officials from the affected
communities -- mainly Brewer, Eddington and Holden -- as well as from regional and state circles.

Applications for a seat on the PAC, a requirement of the National Environmental Policy Act, will be accepted through
July 21. Transportation Commissioner John Melrose will select the members, who will be notified later this summer and
meetings will begin shortly thereafter.
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HOLDEN - Members of the public advisory committee
charged with studying a proposed extension of
Interstate 395 from Brewer to Route 9 in Eddington
cited safety as their foremost concern during their third
meeting at Holbrook School.

During a brainstorming session led by Susanna Lillar,
specialist in communications management with the
Portland consulting firm Barton & Gingold, committee
members cited dozens of elements they thought ought
to be considered as the group works its way toward
deciding where - and if - the extension should be built.

After the elements were grouped into 10 general
categories, participants used stickers to vote for the
elements they saw as most important. Leading the list
of chief concerns was the need to improve safety,
followed by travel efficiency, preserving the integrity of
existing neighborhoods, and economic development.

Other priority elements the group thought should be considered as part of the planning process were long-range
comprehensive planning, a reasonable financial return for any investment, easy access for emergency vehicles,
connectivity with existing roads, and the preservation of historical and archaeological resources.

The planning process, which began this fall, could take between 18 months and two years to complete, according to
officials from the Maine Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration.

Over the next several months, the advisory panel will help determine where the proposed I-395-Route 9 interchange will
be located, though the group must also give equal consideration to the option of doing nothing.

The project, proponents say, would resolve some of the truck traffic in downtown Brewer and on Routes 46 and 9 and
would be a key step in providing an east-west connection linking I-95 with Route 9 and Route 2.

During an informational meeting in June, DOT project manager Michael Davies said that a 1998 traffic study indicated
that heavy truck traffic on Route 46 doubled between 1990 and 1998, and that overall traffic was up 60 percent.

Almost 80 percent of the increase in pass-through truck traffic also used Route 146. On Route 9, general traffic was up
15 percent over the same eight-year period, according to the DOT's data.

The state reportedly has set aside $3.6 million as its 20 percent local match for the project. The remaining 80 percent
would come from federal sources.

A requirement of the National Environmental Policy Act, the 19- member public advisory committee appointed over the
summer consists of representatives from Brewer, Holden, Eddington, Bangor, Aurora and Bucksport, as well as from
area transportation concerns.

Its first two meetings dealt primarily with introductions and preliminaries. The panel, which met for the third time
Wednesday night, is now getting into the nuts and bolts of the planning process.

While many options for a route have been proposed over the years, the decision making process was started anew this
year because so much has changed in terms of traffic counts and legal requirements.

During Wednesday's meeting, Davis observed that reaching accord on the project would be critical to its viability. He
pointed out that the route wouldn't be built unless it has the support of affected communities and area transportation
agencies. "I am not here to force this down anyone's throat," he said.
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The PAC's next meeting is set for 7 p.m. Jan. 19 at Holbrook School.
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HOLDEN - During its meeting Wednesday, the public
advisory committee charged with studying a proposed
connector route from Interstate 395 in Brewer to Route
9 in Eddington set the date for a public hearing and
unveiled a new Web site aimed at keeping the public
informed of its progress.

Proponents say a connector would resolve some of the
truck traffic in downtown Brewer and on Routes 46 and
9 in Holden and Eddington. The road also is considered
a key step toward providing an east-west connection
linking I-95 with routes 9 and 2.

During their meeting Wednesday, the group scheduled
the first of two required public meetings for 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 11. The session, which will take place
in the Holbrook School auditorium, will provide a formal
opportunity for the public to offer comment and ask
questions. Officials noted it also will serve as a "reality
check" for planners.

Another new development is a Web site through which the public can see a project overview, news, maps, publications,
links and an online form for comment and feedback. Additional material, including a "clickable" map enabling users to
take a closer look at various natural and man-made features in the study area, will be added shortly. The site can be
accessed at www.i395-rt9-study.com.

A requirement of the National Environmental Policy Act, the 20- member public advisory committee appointed last
summer consists of representatives from Brewer, Holden, Eddington, Bangor, Aurora and Bucksport, as well as from
regional transportation concerns.

During an earlier session, the advisory group cited safety as its foremost concern. Other key elements included travel
efficiency, preserving the integrity of existing neighborhoods and economic development.

Other elements the group thought needed to be considered during the planning process were long-range
comprehensive planning, a reasonable financial return for any investment, easy access for emergency vehicles,
connectivity with existing roads, and the preservation of historical and archaeological resources.

During an informational meeting last June, a DOT project manager said a 1998 traffic study indicated that heavy truck
traffic on Route 46 doubled between 1990 and 1998, and overall traffic was up 60 percent. Almost 80 percent of the
increase in pass-through truck traffic also used Route 146. On Route 9, general traffic was up 15 percent over the same
eight-year period.

On Wednesday, Bill Plumpton, a project manager with Gannett Fleming in Harrisburg, Pa., briefed the advisory group on
projected traffic growth in the study area through 2030.

The study concluded, among other things, that most of the growth in traffic affects two travel corridors within the study
area: Route 1A between I-395 and Route 46; and Route 46 between Routes 9 and 1A. The corridors are expected to be
affected by projected increases in so-called "east-west" travel between Route 1A and Route 9, and on the span of
Route 1A connecting the Bangor area with Ellsworth and Acadia National Park.

After some on the panel questioned whether the projections reflected traffic from the Maritime provinces, members of the
study team agreed to take a closer look at how the projections were developed at a future meeting.

The panel, now heavily involved in the nuts and bolts of the planning process, soon will begin the work of helping to
determine where a proposed connector road would be located. The group must, however, give equal consideration to
the option of doing nothing.

The planning process, which began last fall, could take between 18 months and two years to complete, according to
officials from the Maine Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration.

While many options for a route have been proposed over the years, the decision-making process was started anew last
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year because so much has changed in terms of traffic counts and legal requirements.

The state reportedly has set aside its 20 percent local match for the project. The remaining 80 percent would come from
federal sources.

The committee's next meeting will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. Wednesday, May 2, at Holbrook School.
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HOLDEN - In what one state transportation official
described as an exercise in avoidance, members of the
Interstate 395-Route 9 public advisory committee
Wednesday night began the work of plotting some
possible routes for a proposed connector road. Their
work proved much more challenging than it might
sound on the surface.

Divided into three groups, nearly 20 PAC members
armed with markers and templates hunched over large
maps of the study area. A system of color coding
identified the areas the group must work to avoid
because they are protected by federal or state law.
These include such features as areas that are home to
endangered species, wetlands, flood plains, wellheads,
public land and historic sites. Also depicted were areas
the group might want to steer clear of because they
comprise farmland, deer yards and relatively developed
land.

In the 45 minutes allotted them, the three groups came up with at least a dozen variables, some relatively direct and
others leading through areas with no or light development.

The broad 1,000-foot-wide corridors PAC members came up with are just a jumping-off point.

According to study team member Bill Plumpton, a project manager with Gannett Fleming in Harrisburg, Pa., a team of
state Department of Transportation planners will spend the next 30 to 45 days laying out the broad corridors on a series
of overlays and refining alignments within the corridors, again with an eye to minimizing impact to environmental and
social features. The consolidated maps could be ready for PAC members' review by late June, when they plan to meet
again.

Since they began meeting regularly late last year, the PAC members and a study team comprising state and federal
highway officials have been heavily involved in the nuts and bolts of the study process. The study, which requires a hard
look at the environmental and social effects the proposed road might have, ultimately will lead to a decision on whether
it would address traffic issues in the area - and if and where it should be built.

The National Environmental Policy Act, the federal law that is guiding the study process, stipulates that equal
consideration must be given to the option of doing nothing, which would involve improving existing roads.

According to proponents, a connector road would reduce some of the truck traffic in downtown Brewer and on Routes
46 and 9 in Holden and Eddington. It also would ease some of the safety problems in that area. The road also is
considered a key step toward providing an east- west connection linking Interstate 95 with Routes 9 and 2.

Members of the study team earlier said traffic in the area is expected to increase dramatically during the next three
decades. Most of the traffic growth is expected to affect Route 1A between I-395 and Route 46, and Route 46 between
Routes 9 and 1A.

Projections suggest the corridors could be affected by projected increases in so-called "east-west" travel between
Route 1A and Route 9, and on the span of Route 1A connecting the Bangor area with Ellsworth and Acadia National
Park.

In addition, the connector road would need to resolve existing travel problems. During a session earlier this year, the
group cited safety as its foremost concern. Other key elements included travel efficiency, preserving the integrity of
existing neighborhoods and economic development, as well as a reasonable financial return for any investment, easy
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access for emergency vehicles, connectivity with existing roads and the preservation of historical and archaeological
resources.
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A meeting is scheduled for tonight at the Holden School
to discuss proposals for a connector route between
I-395 and Route 9. The connector is being considered
to improve traffic problems in the area. The Maine
Department of Transportation estimates that no new
road will be built for five or six years.

Recent letters to the editor have suggested that DOT
take a long view and consider the use of the existing
state-owned railroad right of way that extends from
Bangor to Calais. In the Sept. 12 edition, Rep. Sharon
Libby Jones of Greenville highlighted the value of
saving and using a railroad in northern Maine. She
pointed out the potential importance of the rail line to
industry and to our exchanges of goods with Canada
and beyond. It is hoped the I-395 study team will take a
long view and give the rail line careful consideration.

So far, the maps, projecting several possible routes and
the information from the committee meetings, do not define what the project may be. Confusion, rumors and anxiety are
widespread. The study team needs to present a more specific view of the entire project, including the possible role of
the existing rail line.

There is also an urgent need to address problems with Routes 46 and 9. They include blind spots on Route 46, 10-foot
lanes instead of 11 feet as is usual, gravel shoulders instead of paved, a dangerous junction of Routes 46 and 9, and
with both highways there is excessive speed despite several maximum speed signs.

Malcolm W. Coulter

Eddington
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HOLDEN - Members of the public advisory committee
charged with helping choose a route for a proposed
connector road linking Route 9 and Interstate 395
resumed work Tuesday night with a recap of progress
to date and a look at some new information to consider.

After reviewing last month's public information hearing,
which drew an estimated 250 area residents, and a
meeting among several state and federal agencies
earlier this month, committee members were briefed on
traffic impacts, namely travel time and distances for the
more than 10 possible corridors that have made it
through the winnowing process so far.

Some of the liveliest debate, however, had little to do
with the topics listed on the meeting agenda.

During the meeting, the appointment of Hewlett
Crawford, a new committee member from Eddington,
prompted a debate on fairness led by Holden residents. According to the list of public advisory committee members
published on the project's Web site, Holden has two members on the panel.

Crawford's appointment brought Eddington's number of representatives to at least four. Joan Brooks, an Eddington
selectman representing her community on the panel, said during the meeting that Crawford sought the appointment from
the DOT, which granted him permission to serve.

"This might not be fair representation," observed Sharon Byras of Holden, who with her husband, Grant, has attended
virtually of all of the committee's meetings and public informational hearings. Byras said that she wanted to serve on the
panel but was told she could not because no new members were being accepted.

That, she said, was unfair because Holden stands to experience the most impact from the connector road.

As several town officials see it, some of the proposed routes for the connector road would in effect divide the town in
half. Some routes could siphon traffic from businesses along Route 1A, the town's only commercial corridor. Community
leaders have hired a consultant, Michael Waugh of the Surry Institute, to help the town protect its interests during the
long process of selecting a route that meets federal and state requirements.

Department of Transportation project manager Ray Faucher briefly recapped the process used last year to appoint
members. He said that after the call for candidates went out last year, town officials from Brewer, Eddington and Holden
submitted the names of two to four residents they felt would best represent the interests of their respective towns. Other
members were drawn from regional transportation entities, such as the Bangor Area Comprehensive Transportation
System board.

Some original committee members said that they understood no new members would be added unless existing ones
dropped out.

While Faucher did not discount the possibility of adding more members, he did say that the public advisory panel's
membership needed to remain at a manageable level.

Holden officials who attended the meeting said they intend to pursue the membership matter.

"This is completely against what we were told from the get-go," Steve Condon, Holden's economic development director
and code enforcement officer, said after the meeting.

"We're going to be addressing that," said Ellen Campbell, a Holden selectman and advisory committee member. "Our
town will officially be in contact with the DOT in the near future."

Another Holden issue was raised Tuesday night by committee member Alan Bromley, a Holden planning board member.
On behalf of town officials, he asked that the group consider a route endorsed by selectmen and planning board
members last week. Holden's proposal would involve upgrading a section of Route 1A and either bypassing Route 46
entirely or bypassing sections of it and upgrading others.
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Members of the DOT study team assigned to the project said Holden's proposal would be given equal consideration.
When asked if it would be treated as a priority, however, state transportation officials said the proposal would need to be
looked at within the confines of the National Environmental Policy Act, the federal law guiding the study process.
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EDDINGTON - The Eddington resident whose recent
appointment to the Interstate 395-Route 9 connector
route public advisory committee generated some
controversy Tuesday night has decided to resign.

Hewlett Crawford, who has a considerable amount of
natural resource management experience, said he told
Department of Transportation project manager Ray
Faucher of his plan to leave the panel after Tuesday
night's committee meeting at Holbrook School.
Crawford said Wednesday he plans to follow up with a
letter this week.

Several Holden residents objected to Crawford's
appointment because they felt it gave the adjacent town
of Eddington a disproportionate number of
representatives on the 20-member panel, which was
appointed last year to help choose a route for a
proposed connector road linking Route 9 and I-395.

According to the list of public advisory committee members published on the project's Web site, Holden has two
representatives on the panel. Crawford's appointment brought Eddington's total to at least four.

"I had no idea this [committee] was supposed to be apportioned by towns," Crawford said. "I have to say, though, that
when I heard what people from Holden said, I tended to agree."

Crawford said he asked the DOT to appoint him to the panel after last month's public information meeting.

"I really feel that they need more public representation on the committee," Crawford said. He said he wanted to serve
because he believed his experience would serve the group well. The entire study and route selection process is driven
by the National Resource Policy Act. Crawford holds a doctorate in forest ecology, a master's degree in wildlife
management and a bachelor's degree in forestry.

Holden Selectman Ellen Campbell, who represents her community on the panel, said Tuesday night that local officials
intend to discuss issues pertaining to the committee's composition in the near future.

Larry Varisco, Holden's town manager, said the Board of Selectmen is slated to meet Monday night and that the
proposed connector road was among the items on the meeting agenda. He said he did not yet know if selectmen would
ask the DOT to appoint additional members from Holden.
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HOLDEN - The number of viable Interstate 395-Route 9
connector road alternatives the Department of
Transportation is willing to retain for further study
plunged Wednesday night from nine to two in a move
that took many by surprise - including members of the
project's public advisory committee.

A "no build" option must be considered under federal
guidelines, but DOT officials already have conceded
that doing nothing neither addressed needs within the
study area nor satisfied the study purpose. Only two
viable alternatives - which essentially are two wide
swaths in need of refinement - will move into the next
phase, which calls for more detailed analysis.

The project also has been scaled back from a four-lane,
limited- access highway to a two-lane highway because
projected traffic for the connector road warrants a
smaller road, DOT project manager Ray Faucher said
during the meeting.

State transportation officials decided to scrap six of the alternatives developed by advisory committee members for a
variety of reasons, according to DOT consultant Bill Plumpton, a project manager with Gannett Fleming of Harrisburg,
Pa.

Plumpton said most of the dropped options didn't provide the links the state is seeking as part of its effort to develop an
east-west highway system. At least one alternative was removed from further consideration because of complaints from
potentially affected residents.

Both of the two remaining contenders, known as 3EIK and 4B, begin near the I-395 interchange on outer Wilson Street,
and both end on Route 9 in Eddington, near the Clifton town line. The difference lies in how they get there.

Alternative 4B follows Route 1A southeast to Holden, where it turns northeast roughly parallel to Route 46 before
reaching its end point. Alternative 3EIK heads north after crossing the Holden town line, skirts east behind the Eaton
Ridge residential development and then heads east to its end point.

The committee, which has been meeting since September 2000, earlier developed 45 alternatives to consider. Those
eventually were narrowed down to nine through a process that took into account which options had the least adverse
impact on people and on wetlands and other environmental features, as well as other criteria.

The remaining options proved unpopular with Holden town officials, who long have maintained that their community
would be the most affected by the proposed road construction.

Holden officials, who retained traffic consultant Michael Waugh to look out for the community's interests, recently asked
that an option they developed be considered. The Holden alternative, which would have involved an upgrade of Route
1A and the full or partial bypass of Route 46, was not among those retained for further study.

As several town officials see it, some of the proposed paths for the connector road would further divide their town, which
they said was split in half when Route 1A was built. They also pointed out that the DOT's preferred alternatives could
siphon traffic from businesses along Route 1A, the town's only commercial corridor.

"It looks like the DOT [wants to] cut a diagonal slash through the woods is what I would call it," said Ellen Campbell, a
Holden selectman representing her town on the committee. After having listened to presentations on comprehensive
plans for Brewer, Holden, Eddington and Bangor Area Comprehensive Transportation System, or BACTS, Campbell
said, it appeared that the DOT was not taking the wishes of the communities into account but rather was "just going
through the motions."

Plumpton said the DOT concluded that an upgrade of Route 1A would not meet its needs. Campbell said that was
"shortsighted." She urged state officials to give Route 1A improvements "much more serious consideration."

Faucher said the DOT is aware of the traffic problem on Route 1A and plans eventually to widen it to four lanes.
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"That's inevitable," he said.

Waugh urged the DOT to reconsider its position on the Holden proposal. He claimed that the DOT was using flawed
data in its decision-making process. He also said the DOT's preferred paths call for the construction of an entirely new
road to serve a projected 7,000 vehicles a day, while Holden now has at least 20,000 a day traveling Route 1A. "It just
doesn't make fiscal sense," said Waugh.

Also dissatisfied with the DOT's move to eliminate most of the alternatives Wednesday night were residents of Holden,
Eddington and Brewer, the three communities that will be affected by the construction. Though the public advisory
committee is just that, there persists the perception that members actually have a say in the final decision. The public
was reminded that was not the case.

"It's an advisory committee, not a voting committee," Faucher said.The committee's next meeting will be held in April. A
date and time have yet to be set.

Binders containing copies of project-related maps and documents are available for public review at the town offices in
Eddington and Holden and at Brewer City Hall. That information also is available on the project Web site at www.i395-
rt9-study.com.
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The Department of Transportation's announcement that
the number of options being considered for a connector
between I-395 and Route 9 has been slashed from nine
to two came as quite a surprise to many at a meeting in
Holden Wednesday, including the project's entire public
advisory committee. Even more of a surprise was the
announcement that the connector won't be a four-lane,
limited-access highway but just another two-lane road.

If there is one thing northern Maine does not need, it is
a two- lane road that, at enormous expense and
considerable disruption, will provide only marginal
improvement to the existing links between I- 395, a
modern highway, and Route 9, the closest thing to a
modern highway northern Maine is likely to get from the
current administration. The "no-build" option, which
must be considered by federal regulation, looks better
all the time. At least for the time being.

Another thing northern Maine does not need is another bait and switch. This project was touted from the start as
necessary because of expected dramatic increases in traffic on the 395/9 corridor. Now, it is scaled back because traffic
projections do not warrant the additional investment. It was presented as proof the King administration was serious
about laying the foundation for a true east-west highway after it determined mere upgrades to Route 9 - a little
straightening out and a few passing lanes - would do for now. Now, there is no foundation.

The DOT asserts it is not abandoning the concept of modern road transportation in northern Maine - the two-lane
connector will, after all, have limited access and a couple of passing lanes. This would be modern road transportation if
this were 1950.

This development should be especially galling to the people of Calais, where the same process is under way regarding
a new international crossing with Canada. It has always been the expectation - an expectation bolstered by the DOT
itself - that this new crossing would be at the Calais Industrial Park. Now, the project is being steered out the city, to a
bypass eight miles away and both the DOT and Gov. King have warned locals who insist on the industrial park site that
they are interfering with plans for an east-west highway. It is clear now that there are no such plans.

It also is worth noting that the 395/9 and Calais bridge projects share another commonality - the DOT hired a
Pennsylvania consulting firm to conduct both feasibility studies, as if local knowledge of a region suffering chronic
economic and social decline would be a hindrance. Errors in the Calais study - such as describing a city that lost 14
percent of its people in the last decade as stable - are glaring. They have been pointed out repeatedly to the DOT, yet,
as a final decision nears, they go uncorrected.

This disregard for local knowledge extends beyond the hiring of consultants. For the 395/9 and Calais projects, the DOT
called upon local residents to participate in the federally required public advisory committees and then, in the end,
ignored their advice. If the DOT is truly open to local input and can do no better than two lanes, it should listen to those
who've said the need at the 395 end is improving safety and traffic flow on Route 1A. Stop lights and turning lanes ought
to be doable and won't tear up the countryside for no apparent reason.

Why this administration chose to adopt an unwritten policy that some transportation projects will be judged on their
potential to generate future economic growth - such as the turnpike widening - while others - such as the east-west
highway - are judged only on current economic activity is a mystery. What is obvious is that there still are Two Maines
and one still moves on just two lanes.
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When the Maine Department of Transportation began
the study of an I-395-Route 9 connector road, a Public
Advisory Committee was formed that included people
from Bangor, Holden, Eddington, Clifton and Brewer.
This group was supposedly formed to give the MDOT
input from the public. From the beginning, the MDOT
has led the group toward decisions that it seems the
MDOT had already made in advance.

The PAC became the shield between the MDOT and
the public. The public believed the PAC had a real hand
in the decision-making, while in reality they had no vote
and their advice in several key instances was ignored.
When the public became angry, their anger was
directed at the PAC and not at the real culprits - the
MDOT. In a stunning revelation for the public and the
PAC members at the meeting held on Feb. 20, the
MDOT announced the number of alternatives that are
being considered for a connector road had dropped
from nine to two. When the members of the PAC attempted to voice their opinions, the MDOT made it very clear that
they had no authority or power to modify this decision.

Has the MDOT forgotten they represent the taxpayers? In their zeal to build more highways they are ignoring a key fact
- they are public servants and public opinion should account for more than it has in this case.

Peter Dawes

Holden
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HOLDEN - Route options for the proposed Interstate
395-Route 9 connector highway will be the subject of a
joint meeting Monday of the Board of Selectmen and
planning board. The session is set for 6 p.m. at Holden
School.

According to Town Manager Larry Varisco, a
representative from the Maine Department of
Transportation will attend the meeting to hear residents'
concerns about the project.

Varisco said the town originally invited Transportation
Commissioner John Melrose, but he had a previous
commitment. Raymond Faucher, the DOT project
manager assigned to the project, will attend in
Melrose's stead.

The proposed limited-access highway is aimed at
easing traffic congestion in Brewer, Holden and
Eddington, according to state transportation officials.

The 20-member Interstate 395-Route 9 public advisory committee has been meeting since the fall of 2000 to help state
transportation officials plot a route for a connector road that would link Route 9 with Interstate 395.

The mission the group was given is to participate in the study to identify the route alternative that best addresses the
affected area's transportation and safety problems, satisfies federal and state criteria, has the least impact on the
environment, and is affordable.

According to proponents, a connector road would reduce some of the truck traffic in downtown Brewer and on Routes
46 and 9 in Holden and Eddington. It also would ease some of the safety problems in that area. State transportation
officials also see the road as a step toward providing an east-west connection.

Holden residents, however, are concerned that the two options that have survived the winnowing process would
adversely affect their town by siphoning traffic away from their commercial corridor and bringing it closer to residential
neighborhoods.

DOT representatives earlier said traffic in the area is expected to increase dramatically during the next three decades.
Most of the traffic growth is expected to affect U.S. Route 1A between I-395 and Route 46, and Route 46 between
Routes 9 and 1A. The affected area also includes several high-crash sites, according to state Department of
Transportation statistics.
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HOLDEN - Residents learned Monday night that the
Maine Department of Transportation has agreed to
reconsider an alternative many here are supporting for
a proposed connector road that would link Route 9 with
Interstate 395 to ease traffic congestion in Holden,
Brewer and Eddington.

During a joint meeting of the town's selectmen and
planning board, town officials announced that the
MDOT had agreed to take another look at a modified
version of a route for the proposed limited-access
highway that had been discarded in February.

The MDOT's decision to that end followed a petition
signed by nearly 500 of the town's 2,800 residents, a
letter-writing and e- mail campaign and a meeting
Monday afternoon between community leaders and
DOT Commissioner John Melrose.

The route begins with the option identified by the DOT as 2B, which begins where Interstate 395 ends on Route 1A,
heads northeast along the Holden-Brewer line and then travels east once it crosses into Eddington.

However, instead of ending between Davis and Chemo Pond on Route 9 as the route originally did, the road would run
south of Route 9 to an ending point farther east, beyond the intersection of route 9 and 46 near the Eddington-Clifton
town line. The second section represents a modification of an early version that ran north of Route 9 and as such,
posed wetland problems.

MDOT Project Manager Raymond Faucher, who attended Monday night's meeting, also said the department would look
at a new route proposed by resident David Wescott that would follow existing electrical and natural gas pipeline rights-
of-way from outer Wilson Street in Brewer to Eddington Bend.

The two routes the MDOT decided to retain, known as 3EIK and 4B, both begin near the I-395 interchange on outer
Wilson Street and end on Route 9 in Eddington, near the Clifton town line. The difference lies in how they get there.

Alternative 4B follows Route 1A southeast to Holden, where it turns northeast roughly parallel to Route 46 before
reaching its end point. Alternative 3EIK heads north after crossing the Holden town line, skirts east behind the Eaton
Ridge residential development and then heads east to its end point.

Holden residents, however, have expressed concerns that those routes would physically divide the community, already
split by Route 1A, and siphon traffic from Route 1A, its sole commercial corridor.

According to Joel Dearborn, chairman of the town's board of selectmen, the Holden delegation met with Melrose to
make the point that Holden is the "community of impact" in regard to the connector road. He and other local officials
maintain that the two routes that so far have survived the winnowing process would adversely affect Holden by
siphoning traffic away from their commercial corridor and bringing it closer to residential neighborhoods.

Monday's two-hour meeting was the latest of several here during which the proposed connector has been discussed.
The issue has generated so much public interest that local officials have had to move meetings from the municipal
building to the nearby elementary school gym.

According to proponents, the connector road would reduce some of the truck traffic in downtown Brewer and on Routes
46 and 9 in Holden and Eddington and would ease some of the safety problems in that area. State transportation
officials also see the road as a step toward providing an east-west connection.

DOT representatives earlier said traffic in the area is expected to increase dramatically during the next three decades.
Most of the traffic growth is expected to affect U.S. Route 1A between I-395 and Route 46, and Route 46 between
Routes 9 and 1A. The affected area also includes several high-crash sites, according to department statistics.

A 20-member Interstate 395-Route 9 public advisory committee has been meeting since the fall of 2000 to help state
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transportation officials find the route that best addresses the affected area's transportation and safety problems,
satisfies federal and state criteria, has the least impact on the environment, and is affordable.
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HOLDEN - After a two-month hiatus, members of the
Interstate 395- Route 9 public advisory committee will
resume work Wednesday on a proposed connector
road aimed at easing congestion and improving safety
in Brewer, Eddington and Holden.

The session is set for 7 p.m. at Holbrook School.

Though the meeting agenda includes a range of
project-related topics, the topic expected to generate
the most interest from the public undoubtedly will be the
routes the proposed connector might take.

During the group's last meeting, on Feb. 20, the
number of viable Interstate 395-Route 9 connector
alternatives the Department of Transportation is willing
to retain for further study plunged from nine to two, plus
the "no build" option that must be considered under
federal guidelines.

Maine Department of Transportation officials already have conceded that doing nothing neither addressed needs within
the study area nor satisfied the study purpose.

The project also was scaled back from a four-lane, limited- access highway to a two-lane highway because projected
traffic for the connector road warrants a smaller road.

The remaining alternatives, known as 3EIK and 4B, both begin near the I-395 interchange on outer Wilson Street. Both
end on Route 9 in Eddington, near the Clifton town line.

Alternative 4B follows Route 1A southeast to Holden, where it turns northeast roughly parallel to Route 46 before
reaching its end point. Alternative 3EIK heads north after crossing the Holden town line, skirts east behind the Eaton
Ridge residential development and then heads east to its end point.

Since then, two previously scrapped routes - a modified version of 2B and the upgrade of Route 1A - were put back on
the table for consideration. A new route also was proposed and DOT officials agreed to consider it. All three changes
resulted from successful lobbies on the part of several factions from Holden, including town officials, members of the
business community and representatives from several residential neighborhoods.

As Holden town officials see it, some of the proposed paths for the connector road would further divide their town, which
they said was split in half when Route 1A was built. They also say that the DOT's preferred alternatives could siphon
traffic from businesses along Route 1A, the town's only commercial corridor. To that end, the town retained traffic
consultant Michael Waugh to look out for the community's interests.

The route known as 2B begins where Interstate 395 ends on Route 1A, heads northeast along the Holden-Brewer line
and then travels east once it crosses into Eddington. However, instead of ending between Davis and Chemo Pond on
Route 9 as the route originally did, the road would run south of Route 9 to an ending point farther east, beyond the
intersection of route 9 and 46 near the Eddington- Clifton town line. The modifications were aimed at reducing the
impact on wetlands.

The newly proposed alternative would follow existing electrical and natural gas pipeline rights-of-way from outer Wilson
Street in Brewer to Eddington Bend.

Brewer officials also have taken a stand on one of the alternatives. During their monthly meeting last week, members of
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the Brewer City Council unanimously voted to adopt a resolution opposing 2B, citing that route's adverse effect on the
quality of life in neighborhoods on Eastern Avenue, Sylvan Drive, Woodridge Road, Brian Drive and Lambert Road.

Town officials from Eddington and Clifton have not formally taken a position on any of the remaining routes.
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HOLDEN - Members of the Interstate 395-Route 9
public advisory committee worked Wednesday on plans
for a proposed connector road aimed at easing
congestion and improving safety in Brewer, Eddington
and Holden.

The 20-member panel, with representatives from the
three towns, has been given the mission of finding the
few affordable alternatives that best address the
affected area's transportation and safety problems,
satisfy federal and state rules and have the least effect
on the environment.

Members, who have been meeting since last year, are
working with a study team consisting of state and
federal transportation officials and consultants.

In response to questions about funding and timing, a
state Department of Transportation engineer said that
money is available for the study but that funding has not yet been budgeted for construction of the connector road.

Given the number of hurdles the project still faces, he said, the earliest construction could start would be late 2005 or
early 2006.

Because the list of route alternatives retained for additional study has changed greatly since the committee meeting,
Wednesday's discussion focused more on process than the consideration of routes.

During the group's last meeting, Feb. 20, the number of viable I- 395-Route 9 connector alternatives the Department of
Transportation is willing to retain for further study plunged from nine to two, plus the "no build" option that must be
considered under federal guidelines.

Since then, some new routes were added, as was a modified version of the previously discarded routes known as 2B
and 1-4B. As a result, road design engineers lacked adequate time to pull together some of the information needed to
assess them.

Without maps or other visual aids to look at, it was difficult for committee members, or the public for that matter, to
envision what impact any of the routes might have on neighborhoods, wetlands and wildlife to name a few. While the
group's next meeting is set July 24, the session could be rescheduled if planners need more time to prepare for it.

Some committee members saw the alternatives added since the last meeting as a setback.

Sandi Duchesne, representing the Bangor Area Regional Transportation System, asked if there were any way that the
committee could remove alternatives without seeing them put back on as a result of political pressure.

"I mean, we could be here another five years," she said.

DOT Project Engineer Ray Faucher said the modified versions of discarded routes the department agreed to consider
made their way to the list because they "had merit and were reasonable."

Because some were submitted only recently, traffic engineers were unable to make headway on the design of
interchanges and intersections, also on Wednesday's agenda.

According to proponents, a connector road would reduce some of the truck traffic in downtown Brewer and on Routes
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46 and 9 in Holden and Eddington. It also would ease some of the safety problems in that area. Some also see the road
as a step toward providing an east-west connection linking I-95 with Routes 9 and 2.

Traffic in the area is projected to increase dramatically during the next three decades. Most of the traffic growth is
expected to affect Route 1A between I-395 and Route 46, and Route 46 between Routes 9 and 1A. The affected area
also includes several high-crash sites, according to DOT statistics.

While the project has been scaled back from a four-lane, limited- access highway to a two-lane highway because
projected traffic for the connector road warrants a smaller road, Faucher said the DOT plans to acquire enough land for
two additional lanes if future traffic warrants expansion.
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HOLDEN - In what's becoming a familiar pattern,
members of the Interstate 395-Route 9 public advisory
committee saw the number of alternatives for a
proposed connector road decrease Wednesday night
only to learn they will have at least one new option to
review at their next meeting, set for Sept. 18.

Proponents say the connector would ease congestion
and improve safety in Brewer, Eddington and Holden,
largely by siphoning off much of the truck traffic. For
those keeping score, the number of viable options
dropped from 12 to eight, including the so-called "no-
build" option that must be considered under federal law.

All five of the dismissed options, which appeared on the
study list for the first time this month, were scrapped
because their relatively high impact on wetlands made
it unlikely they would qualify for the necessary federal
permits, according to state transportation officials.

One of the dropped options headed northeast from the Brewer end of Interstate 395, following the Brewer-Holden town
line north to Eddington, where it veered east then southeast to connect with Route 9 just beyond the Route 46
intersection. The other four were variations on a theme following utility corridors along the Brewer- Holden line.

Members also heard initial information about a new concept proposed by Holden town officials and their consultant,
Michael Waugh, that called for upgrading congested Route 1A and turning it into a "controlled access" highway along
which almost 5 miles of parallel service roads would be built to provide access to homes and businesses.

Though the 20-member group has been meeting since the fall of 2000, participants are still in the preliminary
comparison phase of the study process, which is driven by the National Environmental Policy Act. The study's slow
progress was the source of some frustration on the part of some committee members and some in the audience.

Committee member Richard Bronson of Bangor, fire chief for the city of Brewer, observed that in the nearly two years
that has elapsed since the panel began its work, Route 1A in Holden has been the site of a disproportionate number of
"reportable" traffic accidents, according to the most recent three years worth of DOT crash statistics. Reportable
accidents are those resulting in injury of any kind or least $1,000 in property damage. He urged the group to step up its
pace out of concern that the accidents will continue.

Also Tuesday, the committee received a resolution from Holden officials and a 968-signature petition backing it up. The
resolution opposes two of the routes retained for further study, the alternatives known as3EIK and 4B. In their
resolution, selectmen noted that the two alternatives they opposed would violate the town's state-approved
comprehensive plan and have adverse effects on residential areas and environmentally sensitive areas, including deer
wintering yards.
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Clarification A total of 30 Holden residents chose
alternative 2B in a straw poll Tuesday night as their
preferred option for the proposed Interstate 395-Route
9 connector highway. The most support any of the three
alternative routes received was six votes. The straw
poll was mentioned in a news article published in
Thursday's State section about an informational
meeting on the connector road issue.

HOLDEN - Comments from residents and an informal
poll taken Tuesday night suggest the community is far
from reaching consensus on where a proposed
connector road should be built.

A 20-member public advisory committee has been
working with a state and federal study team for two
years to develop a route for the road.

Connector road proponents say it would ease
congestion and improve safety in the area, largely by reducing truck traffic in downtown Brewer and on Routes 46 and 9
in Holden and Eddington. Some also see the road as a link in an east-west route through Maine.

The project has proven controversial in Holden, where concerns have arisen about the adverse effects the road could
have on the town's residential neighborhoods, and on businesses along U.S. Route 1A that depend on the traffic now
traveling that busy corridor.

Discussion during a joint meeting of the Town Council and planning board suggests which alternative residents favored
depended greatly on where they lived or did business.

Benjie and Francine Grant, who own an antiques store and a general store on Route 1A, expressed concerns about the
potential loss of customer traffic and drop in property values that could occur if the connector bypasses Route 1A,
Holden's commercial lifeline.

Route 1A homeowners, however, saw the increasing traffic as a safety issue, particularly when it comes to large
commercial trucks.

"Traffic on 1A is a bear," said resident Bob Osgood. He said any step taken to reduce traffic "would be a great idea."

Resident Susan Dawes was among those who opposed routes that would adversely affect the quality of life in Holden's
residential neighborhoods.

A nonbinding straw poll taken at the end of the session, by which time most of the crowd had drifted out the door,
showed that the route known as 2B and a variation of that route had the most support.

This route begins at the end of Interstate 395 on Route 1A, heads northeast along the Holden-Brewer line and then east
once it crosses into Eddington, running south of Route 9 until ending beyond the intersection of Routes 9 and 46, near
the Eddington-Clifton town line.

A variation shifts the eastern end around wetlands and a residential area in Eddington.

Receiving less support were:

. Variations of a Route 1A upgrade, with six in favor.

. The three options of routes running diagonally through Holden, which was the choice of three residents.

. Option 4B, which follows Route 1A southeast to Holden, turns northeast roughly parallel to Route 46 and ends on
Route 9 near the Clifton line, which had only one supporter.
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BREWER - The City Council unanimously adopted a
resolve Tuesday night in support of one of the several
route options being weighed for the proposed Interstate
395-Route 9 connector road.

The connector project aims to ease traffic congestion
and improve safety in the area, largely by reducing
truck traffic in downtown Brewer and on Routes 46 and
9 in Holden and Eddington.

In their resolve, Brewer officials said the limited-access
connection also should address larger regional travel
issues - namely the need to improve the flow of traffic to
the Acadia National Park region and to improve
east-west connections with Canada and with other
northeastern states.

To that end, the councilors deemed the route known as
4B "the only one that in any way fully meets the criteria
and addresses existing traffic problems in this area [including the need to improve transportation to the Acadia region]."

Option 4B begins at the end of I-395, follows Route 1A southeast to Holden, turns northeast roughly parallel to Route 46
and ends on Route 9 near the Eddington-Clifton line.

Brewer officials' choice was based on a number of considerations, including safety, efficiency, preservation of efficiency
and avoidance of sprawl, growth management and regional connectivity, according the nearly 21/2-page document.

The city's stand on the matter comes two years and a month after a 20-member Maine Department of Transportation
public advisory committee began meeting.

In discussion leading to the vote, Councilor Manley DeBeck Jr., one of Brewer's representatives on the advisory panel,
acknowledged that the process of sifting through options for the connector's path has been frustratingly slow.

DeBeck accepted responsibility for plotting 4B, a path unpopular with local officials in adjacent Holden who recently
adopted a resolve opposing it.

"They're upset, I understand, but what you need to do is what's best for this entire area," he said.

"I've been an advocate of 4B since day one," he said, citing its potential to reduce commercial traffic on busy Route 1A.

DeBeck noted that Holden was in a position similar to Brewer's before I-395 was built in the 1980s to help ease
congestion. Despite initial concerns that Wilson Street businesses might wither if the bypass was built, drawing off
trucks and other through traffic allowed more room for local traffic, he said. Over time, that allowed Wilson Street to
develop into the bustling commercial corridor it is today.

Brewer Fire Chief Richard Bronson, the city's other committee member, noted that the committee's role is advisory. The
final decision rests with the MDOT and the Federal Highway Administration.

Bronson said that time was of the essence when it came to the connector. The area in which it is slated to be built has
four high- crash sites, according to MDOT accident data. As he has pointed out before, the Brewer Fire Department
sends its Jaws of Life to Route 1A more than anywhere else in its service area.
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HOLDEN - Residents wishing to weigh in on a
proposed Interstate 395-Route 9 connector road will
have one more chance to do so before the panel
appointed to advise the state meets next week.

Town councilors scheduled a community meeting for 2
p.m. Sunday at Holden School.

The purpose of the weekend session is to brief
residents on a recently developed option for the
proposed connector, local officials said during a special
council meeting Wednesday night.

Though all five of the town's councilors said they
supported the route developed by the planning board,
municipal staff and the town's transportation consultant,
councilors agreed to defer an official vote to that end
Wednesday out of concern that residents had not been
given adequate notice.

During the last meeting of the I395-Route 9 public advisory committee meeting two months ago, Holden representatives
were told it would be helpful if the community chose a route acceptable to the community in time for the group's next
session.

That meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 20, at Holbrook School in Holden.

Holden's so-called Corporate Boundary Route represents a blend of the option known as 2B - the option favored by
many in the community - and existing utility easements, both of which should be familiar to those who've been watching
the planning process unfold over the past two years.

Simply put, the route now being championed runs from the end of Interstate 395 on Route 1A, heads northeast along the
Holden-Brewer line and then east once it crosses into Eddington, running south of Route 9 until ending beyond the
intersection of Routes 9 and 46, near the Eddington-Clifton town line.

However, where much of 2B is on the Brewer side of the line, Holden is proposing that it be shifted to the Holden side
and then follow existing utility easements as much as possible.

The Holden proposal also includes a spur that would pick up some of the truck traffic on Route 178, which runs through
Bradley, Brewer and Eddington, not yet addressed by any of the other options project officials have considered.

The point of the project is to improve safety and cut truck traffic in downtown Brewer and on Routes 46 and 9 in Holden
and Eddington. State officials also see the road as a link in an east- west route through Maine.

The ultimate goal is to find the alternative that best meets area transportation and safety needs, satisfies federal and
state rules and has the least adverse effect on the environment and people. The route also must be cost-effective.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction or distribution is prohibited without permission.

Arrest Records: The Trick InstantCheckmate.com

1) Enter Name and State. 2) Access
Unlimited Public Arrest Records Now

Free Obituaries Search Obituaries.Archives.com

1) Type In Someone's Name 2) Find Their
Obituary Instantly!

Records Management Guide www.ocesolutions.com

Best Practices Guide For Measuring A Records
Management Program

Free Criminal Records www.BeenVerified.com

Why pay for one? Free 7 day trial! See Criminal
Records Instantly.



Holden OKs new connector road plan
[4 Edition]

Bangor Daily News - Bangor, Me.
Author: DAWN GAGNON; OF THE NEWS STAFF
Date: Nov 18, 2002
Start Page: 2
Section: B
Text Word Count: 464

Document Text

HOLDEN - Town councilors voted unanimously Sunday
in support of a locally developed route for the proposed
Interstate 395-Route 9 connector road.

After the vote, the councilors signed a resolution urging
the state Department of Transportation and its public
advisory panel to give the proposal a closer look.

Holden's so-called Corporate Boundary Route, or CBR,
represents a blend of existing utility easements and the
option known as 2B - the route favored by many in the
community. It is the product of a joint effort involving
planning board members, municipal staff and others,
including the town's transportation consultant.

Though events throughout the region were canceled
because of the season's first major snowstorm, an
estimated 100 residents and business owners attended
an hour-long meeting at Holden School convened by
town officials to brief residents on a recently developed option for the proposed connector, council Chairman Michael
Legasse said Sunday.

Legasse said the new route was the topic of many questions Sunday, but only one meeting attendee expressed
opposition to it during the session.

During the last meeting of the I-395-Route 9 public advisory committee meeting two months ago, Holden officials were
told it would be helpful if the community chose a route most could agree on in time for the committee's next session,
scheduled for 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 20, at Holbrook School in Holden.

Though all five of the town's councilors said last week that they supported the CBR plan, they deferred an official vote to
that end out of concern that residents had not been given adequate notice.

Simply put, the route now being championed runs from the end of Interstate 395 on Route 1A, heads northeast along the
Holden-Brewer line, then east once it crosses into Eddington. Once it reaches Eddington, it runs south of Route 9 until
ending beyond the intersection of Routes 9 and 46, near the Eddington-Clifton line.

However, where much of 2B is on the Brewer side of the line, Holden is proposing that it be shifted to the Holden side
and that it follow existing utility easements where possible.

The Holden proposal also includes a spur that would pick up some of the truck traffic on Route 178, which runs through
Bradley, Brewer and Eddington, traffic not yet addressed by any of the other options project officials have considered.

The point of the project is to improve safety and cut truck traffic in downtown Brewer and on Routes 46 and 9 in Holden
and Eddington. State officials also see the road as a link in an east- west route through Maine.

The goal is to find the alternative that best meets area transportation and safety needs, satisfies federal and state rules
and causes the least harm to the environment and people. The route also must be cost-effective.
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HOLDEN - The number of viable Interstate
395-to-Route 9 connector road alternatives the
Department of Transportation is willing to retain for
further study dropped Wednesday night to about half a
dozen.

In another development, the DOT study team agreed to
rotate meeting locations, a request made in the interest
of balance by Richard Bronson, a member of the
20-member public advisory committee appointed two
years ago.

Meeting minutes show that all but two or three of the 15
meetings to date have been held in Holden. That, along
with the fact that DOT staff have participated at several
Holden meetings outside of the committee process, has
led to complaints that Holden residents were
dominating the meetings and the route-selection
process.

The next meeting, set for Jan. 15, will be held somewhere else. A location will be announced later.

The proposed road, a limited-access highway, is aimed at easing congestion and improving safety in Brewer, Eddington
and Holden. State officials also see the road as a link in an east- west route through Maine.

In recent months, the advisory panel has explored a fluctuating number of route options. To date, 67 variables have
been considered, noted Bill Plumpton, a project manager with Gannett Fleming of Harrisburg, Pa., a consulting firm
hired by the DOT to assist with the study of route options.

As things stood going into the meeting, 16 possibilities remained on the table - six alternatives and 10 modifications of
alternatives. By the end of the meeting, about two-thirds had been dismissed because they would have disturbed
unacceptable amounts of wetlands, did not meet transportation needs, were too costly, or were unacceptably intrusive
to existing development, to name a few reasons.

Remaining contenders, including two new options, are:

. No build, or doing nothing, an option that must be considered under federal law.

. 2B or 2B-1, whichever proves least disruptive to residents of Eddington living along Route 9. This route begins where
I-395 ends in Brewer, heads northeast along the Holden-Brewer line, then east once it crosses into Eddington. Once it
reaches Eddington, it runs south of Route 9 until ending beyond the intersection of Routes 9 and 46 near the Eddington-
Clifton line. The DOT is retaining it for further study but it appeared to have little support among advisory panel
members and the public.

. 3A-3EIK-1. Also beginning at the Brewer end of I-395, the option heads north after crossing the Holden town line, dips
south of the Eaton Ridge residential development and then heads northeast to its endpoint on Route 9 near the
Eddington-Clifton line.

. Corporate Boundary Route, an option proposed by the town of Holden. From I-395's terminus in Brewer, it heads north
in Holden along the Brewer line, following existing utility easements where possible. It includes a spur that would pick up
some of the truck traffic on Route 178, which runs through Bradley, Brewer and Eddington, traffic not addressed by any
other option to date.

. Improved 4B. As proposed by panel member Richard Bronson, it is similar to the original 4B route, which runs from the
end of I- 395, then south off Route 1A to Holden, where it turns northeast roughly parallel to Route 46, ending near the
Eddington-Clifton line.

The new version closely hugs Route 1A, taking it out of the neighborhoods in the hills of Holden and offering visibility for
Route 1A businesses. Ramps or an access road could be built to provide access to those businesses, he noted.

As some other panel members noted, the option would serve both Route 9 and Route 1A traffic, adding capacity to both
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of those roads.

Although two of the four Route 1A upgrade alternatives proposed recently remained on the short list, none of the
upgrade options appeared to have supporters. Committee members asked the DOT to dismiss those options.
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HOLDEN - The Town Council on Monday expressed
dismay with a map drawn recently by a Department of
Transportation consultant that ignores local sentiment
regarding the placement of a proposed Interstate
395-Route 9 connector road.

The map gave two options for the connector, but
neither comes close to the idea put forth in a November
resolution signed by the five-member Town Council. It
urged the state DOT and its public advisory panel to
give closer examination of the so-called Corporate
Boundary Route. The resolution was drawn up
following a November meeting attended by 100
residents.

Instead, the routes drawn by Bill Plumpton, a project
manager from the Pennsylvania firm of Gannett Fleming
and hired by the DOT, either cut through wetlands in
the area or make a swath through residential areas.
One proposed route even appears to come perilously close to a cemetery at Clewleyville Corner. Both proposed routes
appear to be throwbacks to routes already discarded in the planning process, according to town councilors.

Town Council Chairman Mike Lagasse asked that Holden's consulting engineer on the project go to Augusta and talk
with DOT engineers about the apparent "disconnect" between Holden and the state on the important road issue.

"They need to take their crayons and draw inside the lines," Lagasse said.

Steve Condon, the town's economic development director and code enforcement officer, said his first reaction to the
map was to "tap dance on someone's desk in Augusta. The consultant doesn't get it," Condon said.

He agreed at Lagasse's request to accompany consulting engineer Mike Waugh to Augusta to "shepherd these guys to
keep the crayon inside the box."

Holden has registered its collective opinions during the extensive planning process.

The proposed road, a limited-access highway, is aimed at easing congestion and improving safety in Brewer, Eddington
and Holden. State officials also see the road as a link in an east-west route through Maine.

Holden's Corporate Boundary Route represents a blend of existing utility easements and the option known as 2B - the
route favored by many in the community. The route would run from the end of Interstate 95 on Route 1A, head northeast
along the Holden-Brewer line, then east once it crosses into Eddington. Once in Eddington, it would run south of Route
9 until ending beyond the intersection of Routes 9 and 46, near the Eddington-Clifton line.

The proposal also includes a spur that would pick up some of the truck traffic on Route 178, which runs through
Bradley, Brewer and Eddington, traffic not yet addressed by other options considered.

The Route 178 spur was not part of the controversial map recently sent to the town.

"What they provided doesn't conform with what we requested," said Town Manager Larry Varisco.
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EDDINGTON - Concerned with a lack of local comment
on a proposal to build an Interstate 395-Route 9
connector road, leaders in Eddington have set a
meeting on the topic for Eddington residents. The
communitywide meeting will be held at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8, at the Eddington School.

Russell Smith, an Eddington selectman and a member
of a statewide advisory board on the road project, said
the goal is to get plenty of local input on the proposal.
Several options are on the examining table for the
connector, and Smith said Eddington has been fairly
quiet on the matter to this point.

"We want our own meeting," Smith said, indicating
some local folks "are not happy" with proposals that
seem to be getting the most attention.

"We need to speak out," said Smith. The meeting "is for
Eddington residents so we can voice our opinion."

The meeting will be moderated by Joan Brooks, vice-chairperson of the Eddington Board of Selectman. Brooks also is a
member of the 20- member Public Advisory Committee studying various road routes.

Brooks said Ray Faucher, a project engineer with the Department of Transportation, will attend the meeting to answer
questions and to present information on the proposed road project.

The proposed road, a limited access highway, is aimed at easing congestion and improving safety in Brewer, Eddington
and Holden. State officials also see the road as a link in an east-west route through Maine. A 20-member advisory
committee apparently has narrowed options under consideration. The route favored by Holden, called the "corporate
boundary route," is not the best for Eddington, according to Smith and others.

The corporate boundary proposal suggests beginning at the I-395 terminus in Brewer and heading north in Holden
along the Brewer line, following existing utility easements where possible. It includes a spur that supposedly would pick
up some truck traffic on Route 178, which runs through Bradley, Brewer and Eddington, traffic not addressed by another
option.

"We're not happy with that," said Miller, adding that the suggested route would split up Eddington's business section.
Some people in Eddington don't want the Route 178 spur, believing it won't do what it is intended to do. Also, the spur
could run through some residential areas and add extra cost to an already expensive project.

Business owner Rodney Buzzell Sr. is on the advisory committee and said his main concern is to get the connector in
place. "There are so many accidents on Route 1A and Route 9 at various intersections that we need to move the
process forward and fix the problem."

The next meeting of the full public advisory committee is scheduled for a week after the Eddington meeting, Wednesday,
Jan. 15, at the Holbrook School in East Holden.
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We would like to alert people that our tax dollars are
going to be spent on a proposed I-395 connector from
Route 1A in Brewer to Route 9 in Eddington. We are
certain many do not know or understand the process
that has been going on for the past several years.

This high-speed highway, with no on or off ramps
between Route 1A and Route 9, will disrupt hundreds of
quiet households in Brewer, Holden and Eddington, not
to mention the wetlands, wildlife and beautiful
countryside. The proposed highway will most likely
service Canadian truck traffic and will not benefit
Maine, since most traffic will be going to points south
with no stops in Maine. The Department of
Transportation should set its sights on the unsafe
conditions and congestion of Route 1A. We should
keep traffic in the areas that already have it and not
impose upon residents, wetlands and wildlife.

We didn't choose to live on a state highway with traffic. We chose to spend a little extra money and tax dollars to live in a
quiet, country neighborhood on the outskirts of Brewer and have enjoyed it for 17 years. We urge residents of not just
Brewer, but Holden and Eddington to band together in opposition of the I-395 connector to Route 9.

Brewer is proposing an upgrade of Route 1A instead of building another unsafe highway. Let;' support this city in its
efforts to get Route 1A upgraded.

Vinal Smith

Carol Smith

Brewer

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction or distribution is prohibited without permission.

Free Obituaries Search Obituaries.Archives.com

1) Type In Someone's Name 2) Find Their
Obituary Instantly!

Arrest Records: 2 Secrets InstantCheckmate.com

1) Type Name and State 2) Unlimited Secrets
About Anyone. Takes Seconds

Public Records-Look Free Intelius.com/PublicRecords

Search Public & Vital Records! Instant-Secure-
Accurate-Search Free

Records Management Guide www.ocesolutions.com

Best Practices Guide For Measuring A Records
Management Program



Brewer to hold forum on I-395 connector options
[1, 3 Edition]

Bangor Daily News - Bangor, Me.
Author: NANCY GARLAND; OF THE NEWS STAFF
Date: Feb 12, 2003
Start Page: 2
Section: B
Text Word Count: 316

Document Text

BREWER - Brewer residents will have a chance to
weigh in on the options under consideration for the
proposed Interstate 395-Route 9 connector road at a
citywide meeting scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb.
18, at the Brewer High School cafeteria.

Unlike other communities affected by the proposed
limited-access highway, Brewer held no local meetings
on the issue. Now, as the Department of Transportation
has begun to narrow route options, city leaders want to
check with the local population for concerns and
general opinions on the way the road project is headed.

"A number of residents have expressed concern they
haven't been able to have a forum" on the project, said
City Manager Steve Bost. The meeting is an "invitation
to Brewer residents to share their thoughts and
concerns" about the I-395 connector options, Bost said
recently.

In October 2002, the Brewer City Council adopted a resolve supporting one of the route options, the one known as 4B.
The option since has been taken off the table by DOT engineers, but some residents hope the DOT can be persuaded
to reconsider the option as viable, according to Bost.

The 4B route is unpopular with officials in adjacent Holden, where the Town Council last fall adopted a resolve opposing
it. Option 4B begins at the end of I-395, follows Route 1A to Holden, turns northeast roughly parallel to Route 46 and
ends on Route 9 near the Eddington-Clifton line. It is known as the "straight shot" route, meaning it goes in the
straightest line of all the routes between I-395 and Route 9.

At a Jan. 15 meeting, the DOT advisory committee for the I-395 project narrowed the choice to the so-called "2-routes" -
2B-1, 2C- 1 and 2C-1/2B-1. All begin where I-395 ends in Brewer and head northeast along the Holden-Brewer line.
They end beyond the intersection of Routes 9 and 46 near the Eddington-Clifton line.
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BREWER - Not content with the way the state
Department of Transportation is winnowing suggested
routes for the proposed I-395 to Route 9 connector,
Brewer residents told officials Tuesday night they want
a route put back on the table that was taken out of
consideration a few months ago.

The majority of the 85 people who braved a snowstorm
to speak their minds on the issue favored the "4B"
option and asked DOT engineer Ray Faucher to
convey their feelings to Augusta. Option 4B runs
parallel to Route 1A before cutting across to run parallel
along Route 46. Key reasons given for the preference
were that the route would benefit Brewer businesses,
be less invasive than others, and help solve safety
issues and traffic congestion along Route 1A.

More than a dozen people spoke on the route issue.
After the meeting, Faucher said 4B was not being
reconsidered because "we have no reason to."

In another development, Faucher said future meeting dates for a 20-member public advisory committee studying the
routes will not be scheduled until a permanent DOT commissioner has been selected to serve under Gov. John
Baldacci.

From Brewer Mayor Gail Kelly to residents of Brian Drive whose back yards are threatened with the current route
options, there came a common theme at the 21/2-hour forum. The I-395 extension project is very important to Brewer,
but residents here feel their opinions were not heard when 4B was taken out of consideration. Others said local voices
have been somewhat muted on the matter by more strident opinions coming from the neighboring community of Holden.

To that end, City Manager Steve Bost organized a community meeting in response to requests for one. Bost said a
petition signed by 49 residents of Day and Lambert roads opposing most of the route options would be put on file.
These areas would be affected by the limited-access highway project as now described.

Kelly said the Brewer City Council favored Option 4B. "In reviewing the proposed alternatives before us, we wanted to
remain focused on the needs of the next generation, not the next election," Kelly said. The route would address traffic
issues on Route 9, Main Street, Brewer, Route 1A and Route 46, Kelly said. The route would encourage development in
areas already earmarked by local and regional planners as needing development. More importantly, 4B would improve
safety in three of four high-crash areas on Routes 1A and 46.

Andy Hamilton, president of the East-West Highway Association, said his group endorsed the 4B option.

Rick Bronson, Brewer's fire chief, who serves on the PAC Committee, criticized the decision to remove 4B. "We've
suffered from tunnel vision and shortsighted thinking long enough," Bronson said. He said 4B would positively affect
businesses along Wilson Street in a city that has become "proactive" in economic development.

Faucher said the road project would cost $4 million to $5 million per mile and that the lengthy 4B option would result in
an extra $40 million in earthmoving costs. Some officials contend costs could be reduced if the state didn't require as
shallow a grade on the roadway, but Faucher said a grade of 3 percent to 4 percent was the goal.
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The state a few years ago discovered the need for a
highway link across Maine because enough citizens
yelled for enough time that the economic disaster under
which much of the state was suffering was caused in
part by its distance from everywhere else. A divided
four- lane highway would bring economic benefit - as
well as increased safety - by making the region seem
not so far away, lowering the cost of doing business all
across Maine and opening up markets, especially to the
west. As state officials, including Maine's new
transportation commissioner, consider one phase of this
project, the extension of I-395 to meet Route 9, they
should hold fast to the larger purpose of the highway
and ensure that its long-term benefits are not sacrificed
to its short-term costs.

A growing demand in Brewer that a particular option -
4B - be put back on the list of possible connectors
between the two roads is understandable. Residents
there see the local benefit of this option, which roughly parallels Route 1A, they know 1A is often overcrowded and will
need relief of some sort anyway in the coming years, and they know 4B would be less invasive to housing
developments. What they do not know is how its higher cost compares with its benefits or how such a cost-benefit
analysis compares with similar analyses done for the other four or five options. They don't know because neither the
public advisory committee on this project nor the local city officials who will have to live with it have been given this
prerequisite to making an informed choice.

The costs they know about: The stretch of highway that would emerge from option 4B would require a lot more cuts and
fills. These and its length make it a more expensive choice than the others. But it is the benefits - whether the added
cost is worth it based on total increased economic activity and avoided additional costs to 1A - compared with the other
options that remain unexplained. As long as they are, the state Department of Transportation can expect residents of
these communities to question the choices the department is making. Unfortunately, the residents may not even have
the opportunity to see whether the choice they want would make the most sense.

The DOT removed 4B as an option, citing costs, and seems to have no interest in considering it again, although other
options have come on and off the list before. Gov. John Baldacci this week nominated David Cole of Brewer as his
transportation commissioner. One of Mr. Cole's first inquiries in his department should be to ask why his department has
not more thoroughly discussed the potential benefits of the connector, rather than simply emphasizing its costs.

When he endorsed the idea of a limited access east-west highway in October 1999, Gov. Angus King said, "It is clear
from the studies that considerable economic benefits would accrue to the state by improving links to Canada and in
particular the growing markets of Montreal and Toronto." That, succinctly, is the point of this $1 billion project: The
highway, starting in Calais and heading west, is being built to create economic opportunity for the entire state.

If the highway is to be properly sited, this overall economic opportunity must be a major consideration at each phase. It
certainly should be considered more fully for the connector between I-395 and Route 9, and option 4B should remain on
the map until it is.
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HOLDEN - Bonnie Collins recently looked out her front
window to a basketball hoop 40 feet from her family's
modified cape home off the Levenseller Road in this
scenic southern Penobscot County community.

The site of some competitive scrimmages between her
two sons, the hoop is in the cross hairs of a planned
highway construction project that would gobble up eight
acres around the Collinses' home and come within two
feet of the basketball hoop.

"You'd throw a basketball and if you missed the
backboard it's on a semi," said Collins, only half-joking
about a route option that has her and many of her
neighbors worried.

Dr. James Haddix and family live in a stately Colonial
home on the highest hill on the Levenseller Road. The
home, to which Haddix has added a barn and porch, is
virtually in the middle of 2C-1, a route option apparently favored by the state that is gaining local infamy because of its
invasiveness.

"Apparently I'm sleeping in the southbound lane," said Haddix.

The pair are among a vocal contingent of about 100 people in Holden, Eddington and some in Brewer protesting a
particular route option remaining on the state Department of Transportation's design table for a highway connector
touted as a way to solve a local traffic-safety problem and serve as the early stage of an east-west highway.

Residents of the Levenseller Road, Mann Hill Road, Campbell Drive and Eastern Avenue say option 2C-1 would plow
through their back yards and, in some cases, their houses. Country homes that now rest between silent winter
snowbanks would bow to a bulldozer or be awash in the unpleasant sounds and smells of a nearby highway. The DOT
must pay the fair market value for any homes destroyed or land usurped, but residents of the Levenseller Road claim
the payments would not make up for the loss of lifestyle offered by rural Holden.

The popular pastor of the All Souls Church in Bangor, Haddix admits he is irritated by the route selection process, which
he says has divided the town and, in some cases, pitted neighbor against neighbor.

"If they could show me some semblance of a long-range plan, most of us could somehow understand. ... My real beef is
the lack of planning and purpose" demonstrated by the DOT route selection process, Haddix said.

Five houses in Haddix's area would be wiped out by option 2C-1, one of two routes apparently left from the original list
of 70.

Option 2C-1 begins where Interstate 395 ends in Brewer and heads northeast along the Holden-Brewer line. It then
heads cross country to Route 9, crossing the Campbell Drive subdivision, Eastern Avenue and the Mann Hill Road
before reaching Clewleyville Corners. The road then runs parallel to the Levenseller Road and the Wildwood Estates
subdivision before heading toward Eddington. It is the shortest route under consideration, and at $4 million to $5 million
a mile to build the project, cost is an important factor.

Debbie and Douglas Schmidt of the Levenseller Road have 26 well- groomed acres of land in their back yard, an area
Debbie explores frequently in her role as a nature photographer. They stock three ponds with trout and this winter have
welcomed neighborhood children for ice fishing on occasion.

"We would lose 23 of our 26 acres" with the 2C-1 proposal, Debbie Schmidt said.

Tim and Thea Flanagan are award-winning artists who work out of their home in rural Holden.

Their detailed works require a quiet area for concentration, a key reason they settled on 10 acres "where we just hear
the birds sing," Tim Flanagan said. The 2C-1 option would eat up about half their acreage and construction would start
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510 feet in back of their multistory passive-solar home in the woods.

"This project would literally destroy us in terms of what we are able to do; our property would be so devalued we
probably would not be able to sell our place to continue," the artist added.

Traffic relief the goal

The state began actively pursuing the connector design about 21/ 2 years ago with an eye toward diverting traffic and
enhancing safety on truck-crowded Route 9 and, secondarily, traffic-jammed U.S. Route 1A. Traffic problems in Brewer
also were considered, though the two options remaining fail to address the downtown truck crunch in the city.

A goal of the project is to accomplish the nine- to 10-mile connector with as little impact as possible to the "natural and
man- made environment," according to DOT engineer Raymond Faucher. But residents in targeted areas claim the
non-invasive goal will not be met with the 2C-1 option.

Resident anxiety is climbing as the site selection process winds to a close. Faucher said last week a final route may be
picked by the end of the summer, though community meetings on the project have been postponed.

The 20-member public advisory committee that has researched the route options has come under criticism by local
residents for politicizing the issue.

"The PAC process is a sham," said Haddix. "It has to do with window dressing and nothing to do with reality."

Back on the table

Eddington and Brewer residents complain that Holden representatives have dominated the route selection process.
Some blame Holden officials for getting the infamous 2C-1 option put back on the table after it was dismissed, a charge
Holden denies.

Some residents feel the DOT knows the route it will take - the most direct, least costly and most politically expedient one
- and that is 2C-1.

But Faucher said 2C-1 was put back on the table for valid reasons. Wetlands - once avoided by road construction
projects - do not have to be as highly protected as once thought, according to information from the Army Corps of
Engineers. Route 2C-1 would run through the Felts Brook wetland area, a fact that knocked the option off the table last
November. Construction of I-395 more than two decades ago resulted in strict limits placed on local wetlands, but that
attitude apparently has changed at the federal level.

Now areas like Felts Brook "need to be treated just like other wetlands, not more important, not less," said Faucher.

Once a final route is selected, a full analysis will be made of the land and houses possibly affected by the project. At that
point, the route can be tweaked and its lines adjusted if necessary, Faucher said.

Option 2C-1 and another route dubbed 2C-1/2B-1, known as the corporate boundary route, best reflect the goals of the
DOT project while keeping cost frugality in mind, according to Faucher. While 2C- 1/2B-1 seems less invasive to
residents, the DOT seems less interested in the option because it would be more costly.

If the state goes the less expensive route, about 40 residential pieces of property will be affected in the short stretch of
road through Holden. Another three dozen homes could be affected in Eddington. Fewer homes would be affected in
Brewer, although residents of the Brian Drive subdivision off Eastern Avenue claim the highway would be in most of their
back yards.

A veteran at guiding controversial road projects to fruition, Faucher said: "I understand when we take people's homes
and properties it's very upsetting. At this point, though, our objective is to narrow the alternatives." Once that's done the
DOT might make "possible adjustments to alignments to further minimize impact, but we need a final alternative," he
said.

Community members have been meeting and writing letters to the state's congressional delegation as well as state
representatives on the impact 2C-1 will have on local homes and property values. The Schmidts have hired an attorney
from Portland who recently visited the DOT office in Augusta to examine the materials used for the connector-road
study.

The Holden residents question the quality of research and the relevance of old maps they say have been used to
design the proposed routes. None of the houses that would be demolished with the route option are even on maps used
to draw boundary lines for 2C-1, they say.

Haddix said he had planned to stay in the area for at least 10 more years, possibly for retirement.

Selling his home for a profit seems impossible at this point since Realtors are advising clients in the area to deduct
almost 25 percent off the selling price of their homes.

Haddix said he bought the home for $133,000 about 13 years ago.

"We'd be lucky to get out with our shirt," Haddix said.
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AUGUSTA - Public meetings on the controversial
Interstate 395- Route 9 highway connector have
stalled, but Department of Transportation officials are
meeting with their federal counterparts monthly and
apparently are tinkering with the few options left on the
table for the proposed 10-mile highway.

A March 11 meeting in Winthrop with several federal
and state agencies resulted in a "lukewarm" reaction to
further reducing alternatives, according to Raymond E.
Faucher, project engineer.

It further appears that more public meetings on the
connector may not be in the works and that officials
may proceed directly to developing an environmental
assessment by the end of the summer. The study is a
prelude to getting federal funding for the road project,
which is meant to improve safety and to serve as this
area's segment of the proposed east-west highway.

Asked if local meetings were in the future to add residential comment on the road issue, Faucher said it "could be hard
to tell." He said Eddington had asked for another public meeting this month. "I said I could come up but there really was
no new information to provide," the DOT engineer said.

Faucher said there were "four to five" options left. "Once we narrow those down, there may be requests for additional
local meetings. We'd have to look at it at that point," he added.

As far as residents of Brewer, Holden and Eddington know, route alternatives for the proposed limited-access highway
were reduced to the "2" options at local meetings of the Public Advisory Committee this winter. The panel was formed to
advise the Transportation Department on the proposal.

Yet as of March 11, the federal agencies that will be involved in final planning and funding arrangements still believe
another option - Route 3A-3EIK remains on the table.

According to Faucher, the action taken at the agency meetings is much slower paced because decisions require
thorough consideration of all details.

At local meetings of the Public Advisory Committee, however, action comes as swiftly as a public vote taken at the
meeting's conclusion.

Option 3A-3EIK-1, one of the longest and most expensive routes, supposedly was eliminated in January at a Holden
PAC meeting. On Tuesday, March 18, Faucher said 3A-3EIK-1 "is still on. It has higher environmental impacts, but the
agencies really didn't come out and say they agreed or disagreed with it."

More work needs to be done, Faucher said, "to see if they want to take it [Option 3A-EIK-1] off."

Agencies involved in the March 11 meeting included the Environmental Protection Agency from Boston, the Army Corps
of Engineers, the Maine Department of Environmental Protection, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Department and a
commission representing the Atlantic salmon.

Faucher said the only "level of comfort" achieved at the March 11 meeting was to eliminate 2C-2, a follow-up to action
taken months ago at a local meeting.
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As of now, the federal agencies believe the following route options remain:

The "2" routes -- 2B-1, 2C-1 and 2C-1/2B-1. All begin where I- 395 ends in Brewer and head northeast, along the
Holden-Brewer line. They end beyond the intersection of Routes 9 and 46 near the Eddington-Clifton line.

Route 3A-3EIK-1 - which begins at the Brewer end of I-395 and heads north after crossing the Holden town line, dips
south and then heads northeast to its endpoint on Route 9 near the Eddington- Clifton town line.

Another idea being floated around the DOT office - but not officially presented to the federal agencies involved - is to
adjust the 2C-1-2B-1 route option to reduce the impact to residential developments in Brewer, according to Faucher. It is
DOT's response to a flurry of complaints about disrupting households along Eastern Avenue and other Brewer
neighborhoods. The idea consists of substituting a portion of 2C-1 at the point where both 2B-1 and 2C- 1 begin at the
end of I-395.

Option 4B, long favored by Brewer residents, is "not being considered at all," Faucher said Tuesday.
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HOLDEN - The Holden Town Council is floating the
idea of putting an extra $100,000 in the next budget for
legal or technical assistance in dealing with the
controversial Interstate 395-Route 9 connector road.

Two possible routes for the proposed road connecting
I-395 and Route 9 would intrude on several local
property owners.

Concerns have been raised about recent information
that the Department of Transportation might not have
eliminated some options local residents did not want
and thought had been thrown out months ago.

On Monday, the Town Council discussed issuing a
warrant article on the money matter, which would be
decided by voters at the annual budget meeting
scheduled for June 11.

The money could be taken from a surplus fund or borrowed and would probably be earmarked for legal fees "if things
tend to go in the direction the town really doesn't feel it should go," said Town Manager Larry Varisco.

The town has hired traffic consultant Mike Waugh for the past 11/ 2 years and has included $10,000 in the upcoming
budget for his continued services.

Councilors apparently favor putting more money toward professional or legal advice if the need exists.

"There is a willingness on the part of the council to do what is necessary to redirect this thing," Varisco said.

The total proposed budget is approximately $3,911,587, an increase of 8.4 percent over the current budget. This
represents $1,752,682 on the municipal side, $160,405 for the county assessment, and approximately $1,998,500 on
the school side, though Varisco said final school figures are not in as of yet.

For Holden residents, the total budget, if approved, translates to a 11/2-mill increase. The assessment would mean
homeowners would pay $20.65 per $1,000 assessed valuation.

The $100,000 being discussed for I-395-Route 9 professional advice would be a separate item from the budget.

The concern appears to be focused on comments made by Ray Faucher, connector project engineer for the DOT, who
recently indicated option 3A-3EIK-1 is still on the table, as far as certain federal agencies are concerned.

That route, along with option 2C-1, would be "unacceptable" to the town, according to Varisco. There also is concern
about the fate of the so-called "corporate boundary route" which the town favored and discussed in detail with state
highway officials.

The plan is to have a public hearing April 14 on the capital investment and capital improvements programs that are part
of the annual budget.

At that time, a decision will be made on whether to include a warrant article to obtain the $100,000 for additional legal or
technical advice on the I-395-Route 9 road project.

"Right now the tendency is, I think, to put the warrant article in," Varisco said Tuesday.
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Who gave Holden sole authority over where the I-395
connector highway should go? Did it happen in one of
those "private meetings" they had with the Maine
Department of Transportation?

Holden has said they value their neighbors. If this were
true, then how did they manage to get every option off
the board that might affect them? Especially since there
were 70 options being reviewed. I don't see how this is
considered making every effort to minimize adverse
impacts on their so-called neighbors. As a matter of
fact, due to Holden's efforts, the "corporate boundary
route" seems to be the most favored by MDOT, a route
that by chance does not impact Holden.

If towns stopped pitting themselves against each other
and took an honest look at the options, 4B would be the
alternative favored by MDOT, as it has the least impact
on families, homes and property. Although option 4B
requires more money, it would be the least intrusive route. The USDOT said not to let cost prevent this highway from
being completed.

The commentary by Susan Dawes, Jacqueline Smallwood and Debbie Schmidt (BDN, March 17) does not imply that
they have made any effort to minimize the adverse impact on their neighbors. To the contrary, it focuses on Holden's
efforts to keep the connector route out of their town and force it down the throats of Brewer and Eddington residents.
Holden does not want to be impacted by this highway, but their neighbors can. Today, everyone is out for themselves
and come what may to their neighbors.

The only logical option is 4B, which should be put back on the table and given serious consideration. The answer is for
option 4B to come to fruition.

Mary Wood

Brewer
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HOLDEN - A new route proposed for the I-395-to-Route
9 connector has garnered support and interest from
state and federal officials and many in the three
communities to be affected by the limited- access
highway.

Yet a group advising the Department of Transportation
declined to unanimously endorse the newly proposed
route Wednesday night.

Some members of the Public Advisory Committee that
met at the Holbrook School wanted to eliminate
everything except the newest proposed route and do a
more detailed study of the new option. Some privately
admitted the new route, dubbed 3EIK-2, developed by
Bangor City Engineer and PAC member Jim Ring,
probably would solve 21/2 years of controversy.

It's competitor, the so-called corporate boundary route
supported by Holden, also dubbed 2C-1/2B-1, "is on life support," said one PAC member after the two-hour meeting.

But other PAC member towns wanted to keep one other alternative for comparison.

By the end of the meeting, three routes were eliminated. They are 2C-1, 2B-1 and 3A-3EIK-1. The last route has to be
formally presented for elimination at a May 13 interagency meeting in Winthrop. The Jim Ring route and Route
2C-1/2B-1 were placed on the fast track for detailed study.

The level of interest in the new route devised by Ring was indicated by 200 people attending the meeting, including new
MDOT Commissioner David Cole. Fifteen of the 20 PAC members attended. Earlier in the day, Cole praised Ring for his
work on the project as well as the expertise of state professionals who refined it. He said while the MDOT has not
"anointed" the new plan, it is hoped it will bring about a new level of community support.

Some at the meeting had complaints. Bob Dorr of Holden said he lives in a forested area of the Levensellor Road, and
the new highway will come "within spitting distance of my kitchen." He expressed concern about putting a highway
through a forested area like the one surrounding his ranch home.

Julie Bullock of Holden said the proposed roadway comes within a half mile of Davis Pond, an area where she and her
husband recently built a new home. She expressed concern for wildlife and property values. Judy Sullivan of Eddington
said the new roadway proposal appears similar to one rejected a year ago but did not give details. She said the route
comes near a bog where "the great blue heron we all like hangs out."

The protesters were in the minority, however. A straw poll taken by a local resident revealed a majority at the meeting
supported Route 3EIK-2.

Developed over the past few weeks, the new route features 10.6 miles of new roadway at an estimated construction
cost of $40 million. The route proposal would have minimal impact on wetlands, deer yards and other environmental
considerations. Its main attraction is that the road would have the least impact on residences of all of the proposals, with
four homes marked for "residential displacement" compared to 10 homes for the corporate boundary route. It also has
one-fourth the number of buildings within 500 feet of the proposed roadway compared to other route options.

DOT officials report they have received about 200 letters in support of the new route proposal. The alternative would
extend I- 395 for an extra 1.7 miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A, circumventing a congested, often
dangerous-to-motorists portion of that roadway before turning northward to cross mostly undeveloped land in Holden
until it reaches Route 9. The route would avoid major trailer parks, residential and commercial developments.

The Brewer City Council and the Eddington Board of Selectmen have issued letters of support for the so-called Jim
Ring Route.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction or distribution is prohibited without permission.

Free Obituaries Search Obituaries.Archives.com

1) Type In Someone's Name 2) Get Obituary
Now. Try Free!

Arrest Records: 2 Secrets www.instantcheckmate.com

1) Enter Name and State. 2) Access Full
Background Checks Instantly.

Public Records-Look Free Intelius.com/PublicRecords

Search Public & Vital Records! Instant-Secure-
Accurate-Search Free

Records Management Guide www.ocesolutions.com

Best Practices Guide For Measuring A Records
Management Program



3EIK-2 route opposed
[All Edition]

Bangor Daily News - Bangor, Me.
Date: May 14, 2003
Start Page: 8
Section: A
Text Word Count: 339

Document Text

I oppose the proposed 3EIK-2 connector route between
I-395 and Route 9. This highway will run just a few
hundred yards from my home, but I learned of it only
from a Bangor Daily News article the day before the
April 30 Public Advisory Committee meeting, where it
was announced that more than 200 letters supporting
3EIK-2 had already been received.

In many ways, the damage of the connector route has
already been done. The planning process has pitted
neighbor against neighbor and town against town.
Outsiders have told us what is good for our
communities. For at least two reasons, the building of
3EIK-2 will exacerbate the harm that has already
occurred.

First, 3EIK-2 will cut a wide swath through several miles
of fields and woodland and come very near Davis Pond.
Even if this environmental impact falls within federal
guidelines, it will still be quite negative for the wildlife in the area. In a related problem, the land and water affected by
3EIK-2 is now used by people for all sorts of purposes, including hunting, fishing, snowmobiling, cross-country skiing,
kayaking and canoeing, birding, hiking and bicycling. 3EIK-2 will have an obvious impact on their ability to engage in
these activities and perhaps end them altogether.

Second, 3EIK-2 will cut Holden in half and change the rural character of the area through which it travels. Some
planners justify this by saying that 3EIK-2 will reduce the growth of traffic congestion on certain secondary roads. Yet by
my calculation from Department of Transportation data, traffic volume on Routes 1A, 9 and 46 in 2030 will be only 28.6
percent lower if 3EIK-2 is built than if it is not built. It will still exceed 1998 levels by almost 34 percent even if 3EIK-2 is
built. On the most crowded of these roads, traffic volume will rise by almost 46 percent even if 3EIK-2 is built. Thus
these secondary roads will still be busy even if 3EIK- 2 were built, but Holden would have utterly changed forever.

Steven Barkan

Holden
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AUGUSTA - The Maine Department of Transportation
has recommended to federal and regulatory agencies
that one route be considered for further study and other
route alternatives be discarded in the debate over a
proposed throughway between Interstate 395 in Brewer
and Eddington.

Option 3EIK-2, which Bangor city engineer Jim Ring is
being credited with developing, appears to be the
winner in a debate that has lasted for 21/2 years,
sometimes pitting neighbor against neighbor and local
communities against the DOT. It has been winnowed
from more than 80 options developed in meetings of a
Public Advisory Committee that was advising the DOT
on the matter.

The route proposal has received hundreds of letters of
support mailed to DOT offices in Augusta. It has
received approval from the Brewer City Council and the
Eddington Board of Selectmen. The Holden Town Council hasn't taken a formal position on the matter. The Holden
council, which supported the corporate boundary route alternative, is thinking of holding a public meeting in June to get
local opinion on Option 3EIK-2, according to Town Manager Larry Varisco.

Raymond Faucher, project engineer for the DOT, said Monday the Army Corps of Engineers, a key agency that must
approve any route option, was given a sign-off package on May 20 after a May 13 meeting in Augusta.

"We're waiting for concurrence from them," said Faucher. He hopes to hear whether the Army Corps of Engineers
approves 3EIK-2 for further study by the end of June.

"I presume they would agree with our assessment that we had sufficient documentation," to single out 3EIK-2 for further
detailed analysis, according to Faucher.

The route was developed during late winter and early spring by Ring, who then consulted with the DOT, where officials
refined the plan. The route features 10.6 miles of new roadway at an estimated construction cost of $40 million. While
the route proposal would have about the same moderate impact on wetlands as other alternatives, it would minimally
affect deer yards and other environmental considerations. Its main attraction is that the road, which eventually may
become part of the state's east-west highway system, would have the least impact on residences of all routes proposed,
with four homes marked for "residential displacement," compared to 10 homes for the corporate boundary route,
3EIK-2's main competitor. The Jim Ring route, as it is informally called, also has one-fourth the number of buildings
within 500 feet of the proposed roadway compared to other route options.

The proposed 3EIK-2 route would extend I-395 for an extra 1.7 miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A,
circumventing a congested part of that roadway which is often dangerous to motorists, before turning northward to cross
mostly undeveloped land in Holden until it reaches Route 9. The road would avoid major trailer parks, residential and
commercial developments.
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HOLDEN - Holden residents Tuesday voiced a
resounding "no" to a proposed route that would connect
I-395 to Route 9 and is looked upon with favor by
federal, state and some local officials.

Giving a thumbs down to a connector option that has
been touted as an effective compromise to solve a local
controversy, about 150 residents told the Town Council
at a meeting that they want another option, the
corporate boundary route, put back on the table for
consideration.

The route that residents voted on, dubbed 3EIK-2 or
the Jim Ring route, was developed by Bangor City
Engineer Jim Ring early last spring and was thought to
be the answer to questions about where to put a limited
access highway that will connect to Route 9 and
someday will double as a link to the proposed
East-West highway in Maine.

The route features 10.6 miles of new roadway at an estimated construction cost of $40 million, which is within the Maine
Department of Transportation's cost parameters. The route's main attraction is that it would have the least impact on
residences, with four homes marked for "residential displacement" compared to a minimum of 10 homes on the
corporate boundary route. The Jim Ring route also has fewer buildings within 500 feet of the proposed roadway
compared to other route options.

Yet residents, many of them unaffected by either route proposal, spoke out against the Jim Ring option on which the
MDOT and federal agencies appear to have narrowed their collective focus. At a May meeting in Augusta, the MDOT
recommended to federal regulatory agencies that have the final say on the roadway that the so-called Jim Ring route be
the only one considered for further study.

"The word from Augusta is that it's done and over. Well, not so," said Holden resident Jackie Smallwood in a telephone
interview. "This town is not ready to quit."

Smallwood said townspeople, "pleaded with the council last night to carry forth the town's wishes and not to buckle to
politics and the easy way out."

For the past 21/2 years, a public advisory committee and officials from the MDOT have struggled with more than 80
route proposals, with Holden weighing in with strong opinions since the community sees itself as the area most affected
by a cross-country connector route.

People in Brewer and Eddington have written letters supporting the Jim Ring option but many Holden residents believe
the route would bisect their community, a negative feature, and come too close to some residences. In general, they
said, the proposed route would destroy the rural flavor of the town.

The Jim Ring route "flies in the face of the town's comprehensive plan," said resident Benjie Grant. According to Grant,
Holden's planning board has come out against the route option. Efforts to reach the planning board chairman failed on
Wednesday.

Dick Oravetz, a Holden resident, said the town officially wrote to the MDOT a while ago saying it would not approve any
route that went diagonally through the town. This ostensibly included a group of route options called the "3" routes.

According to Oravetz and others, the Jim Ring route incorporates a lot of the "3" route concepts in its plan, including
impacts on wetlands and environmental wildlife areas.

He claims the town was "blindsided" by the aggressive way the route was proposed, supported and almost immediately
endorsed by the MDOT last spring.

Smallwood has a stronger opinion. "It [the Jim Ring route] was shoved down our throats," she said on Wednesday.

Efforts to reach Ring in Bangor were unsuccessful.
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The Town Council plans to hold another public meeting to discuss concerns with the Jim Ring route. Though initially
planned for next week, officials were told the desired meeting place was not available on that date. Making an
adjustment to early plans, it now appears the meeting will take place at 6 p.m. July 23 at the Holden Elementary School.
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My hat goes off to every Holden resident who attended
the July 8 Holden town meeting regarding the east-west
highway. Much to the surprise of many, more than 200
people packed the gym on a hot, humid summer night
to reinforce the message that Holden, the town of
impact, is not ready to quit.

For three years Holden has been held hostage by this
process and by the Maine Department of
Transportation. Not once has our town tried to shun this
highway to surrounding towns. Rather, Holden's
planning board, town council and residents have
worked as a united community and supported 2C1-2B1,
also known as the Corporate Boundary Route, which
makes sense for our town, surrounding towns and the
region. Ninety-nine percent of the people who spoke at
the meeting opposed the 3-EIK-2 route, and 68 percent
of those people were not directly impacted by either of
the remaining routes; they simply care about their town.

After three years and more than 50 town meetings, many people remain passionate and clear about one thing - we do
not want this east-west highway dissecting our town and forever changing the rural character of Holden. Holden says no
to 3EIK-2. Holden says no to the east-west highway.

Jacqueline Smallwood

Holden
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HOLDEN - Residents will get a chance to hear Town
Council members deliberate on a controversial highway
issue at a meeting scheduled for 6 p.m. Wednesday,
July 23, at the Holden Elementary School.

The Holden Town Council usually meets at the town
office on Route 1A, but this meeting has been moved to
a bigger venue because a large crowd is anticipated.
Residents will not be allowed to speak at the meeting -
public comment was given two weeks ago at a special
town meeting.

The five-member Town Council will discuss the
I-395-Route 9 connector study, review local opinions for
and against options, and possibly decide on a course of
action.

The council has not discussed recent developments on the controversial I-395 connector issue. Two weeks ago, several
residents spoke out against the Ring route, an option that has gained favor with state and federal officials and was
thought to be an effective compromise to solve a debate that has raged for 21/2 years. As the town whose residents are
heavily affected by the proposed highway, most appear to favor the Corporate Boundary Route, which some say would
cause less harm to the rural flavor of the town.

It remains unclear what the Town Council will do Wednesday on the complicated matter.

"There is no preconceived proposal for a vote," said Town Councilor Clare Payne.

Town Council Chairman Joel Dearborn said he was "not exactly sure what will come out of the meeting. [Town
councilors have] been trying desperately, carefully, to make sure no decisions are made until we have the opportunity to
talk with each other and to hear what other councilors have to say."

At the July 8 meeting, several residents objected to the Ring route, formally known as Route 3EIK-2. It was developed
by Bangor City Engineer Jim Ring and affects the least number of residences. It is within cost guidelines set forth by the
state and already has been recommended by the Maine Department of Transportation as the sole route to be
considered for further study.

At the July 8 Holden meeting, a surprise contingent mostly from the Clark Hill Road expressed opinions that the
compromise route would bisect the town, negatively affect its rural flavor and unnecessarily spoil a lot of wildlands and
fields.

According to some, the compromise route flies in the face of the town's comprehensive plan.

After the route was introduced this spring, Holden's planning board recommended that the focus not be directed at any
single route. The planning board suggested putting all the route options back on the table, many of which were thought
to have been discarded last fall and winter.

Contacted Monday, Ring said he will not attend Wednesday's meeting.

"Absolutely not," Ring said when asked if he would attend. "This is Holden's business."

Ring said he designed the route with goals of minimizing environmental impact, minimizing human impact and "trying to
come up with as direct as possible route for efficiency."

Route 3EIK-2 proposes 10.6 miles of new roadway at an estimated construction cost of $40 million. The route proposal
would call for four residences to be razed compared to a minimum of 10 homes razed in the competing corporate
boundary route that many Holden residents appear to favor.

Asked if it's too late in the process to have an effective voice in the matter, Dearborn said, "I don't think any of us know
what impact this will have, but we have an obligation to take a position."
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"I'm sure whatever we do, we won't please everyone but the five of us have to make a decision and we'll do the best we
can," Dearborn said.
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HOLDEN - A divided Town Council Wednesday
resolved by a 3-2 vote to support a cross-country route
option, known as the Ring route, that has gained favor
with the state to connect Interstate 395 with Route 9 in
Eddington.

The vote may settle future discussion of the
controversial matter, although some of the 100
residents attending a special meeting at the Holden
Elementary School vowed not to give up efforts to get
another route option on the table.

The Ring route is named for Jim Ring, Bangor's city
engineer, who first proposed the 10.6-mile connector
road last spring.

Residents dissatisfied with the majority's decision to
support the Ring route stood outside discussing further
action.

Options could range from gathering petitions to making telephone calls, some said.

"There was a definite conflict of interest in there," said one resident of Clark Hill Road who declined to give his name.
He was referring to Councilor Mike Legasse's vote for the Ring route.

The connector option would take the highway farther away from Legasse's residence than the corporate boundary
route, another option that is popular with many town residents.

Legasse told residents of his "economic development background" but insisted his decision on the route option was
done with the best interests of the town in mind.

"I'm a realist, not a wisher," Legasse said at one point, He expressed the belief that Holden would be "left in the dust" if it
didn't make a decision and stick with it.

The Ring route, which would not require razing any residences, got support from Councilors Ellen Campbell, Legasse
and Ralph McLeod.

Town Council Chairman Joel Dearborn opted to support a "no build" option "as a matter of principle," he said. Town
Councilor Clare Payne moved to place the Holden corporate boundary route back on the table, but the idea was
defeated in a 4-1 vote.

The meeting came as the Maine Department of Transportation awaits word from the Army Corps of Engineers on the
selection of Option 3EIK-2 as the plan to come off I-395 and extend to Route 9 in Eddington. Project Engineer Ray
Faucher said Tuesday he had heard of no concerns with the Ring route at the federal level.

The Ring route has the least residential impact and its $40 million cost is within cost parameters of the DOT. It has about
the same impact on wetlands as other route options.

However, the route bisects Holden, a concern for many who fear its development will destroy the rural flavor of the town.

Wednesday's decision was not an easy one for the Town Council.

The process has been "tortuous," said Dearborn. "We are a town divided."

Campbell threw her support to 3EIK-2 after considering all options and realizing it is the only one with strong support
among powerbrokers at this point. Campbell said the benefits to Holden are very minimal.

"Safety is not there, and we can't even have access to the highway," she said. Campbell was a member of the Public
Advisory Committee that debated the matter for 21/2 years. She said the "East- West" highway aspects of the project
were clearly a high priority with the state.
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Campbell urged the town to "demand our right to concessions from the state" if 3EIK is built.

Two weeks ago, scores of Holden residents, many from the Clark Hill Road area, asked the Town Council to turn down
Route 3EIK-2 and to make their sentiments known to the DOT.

Many wanted the council to reaffirm its decision of November 2002 when they recommended the town-developed
corporate boundary route. This route extends from the eastern end of I-395 and heads north in Holden, following
existing utility easements where possible.

Residents were not allowed to speak at Wednesday's meeting.

After Wednesday's one-hour meeting, Anne Brooks of Clark Hill Road said she was disappointed with the action taken
by the Town Council. She and her family have lived in a single-story ranch house for 14 years and the highway route
proposed under plan 3EIK-2 will come within 1,000 feet of their home.

Now the most noise they hear is birds, but she's concerned that as many as 7,500 vehicles per day will race by on the
connector highway.

Route 3EIK-2 "came up so quickly. We're all stunned," Brooks said.

One of the few people affected by closeness to the proposed highway, Bob Dorr said he estimates his ranch house has
lost one- third of its $100,000 appraised value since he learned his property will come within 50 feet of the right of way
to the highway.

Dorr lives on the Levensellor Road and said his main hope is that the DOT will buy him out at a fair price.
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In regard to the recent Holden Town Council's 3-2 vote
in favor of the 3EIK-2 proposal that would further the
completion of the east- west highway, it is important for
us to remember that this decision was one that required
much deliberation.

The road is a necessity in the region due to the heavy
traffic on so many rural roads and the concern for
safety. The decision was the result of many meetings in
the communities that will be effected by the road.

Many people have invested countless hours looking at
matrices, writing letters, sending e-mails, making phone
calls, sending faxes and poring over maps. The gravity
and thought this project required by our council was
understood by almost everyone in the community. The
matrices clearly showed everyone that 3EIK-2 would
have the least impact to residences in Holden,
Eddington and Brewer and result in two or fewer
displacements.

It had less impact to the deer wintering yards near Levenseller and Mann Hill roads by traveling along the edge vs.
running through the middle. It will also have no impact to Felt Brook and Eaton Brook watersheds.

Some feel that Councilor Mike Legasse supported 3EIK-2 because the Corporate Boundary Route proposal would have
great impact on him personally. The Bangor Daily News article written by Nancy Garland on July 24 failed to mention
that Legasse did in fact support CBR until 3EIK-2 clearly showed it was the better of the two alternatives, and only then
did he change his mind.

Thank you, Ellen, Ralph and Mike, for making a decision that was arduous and well thought out.

Peter Collins

Bonnie Collins

Holden
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HOLDEN - An attempt to force a referendum vote on a
controversial highway issue regarding a connector road
between I-395 and Route 9 may be premature,
according to a legal opinion.

Yet the legal snag won't stop an outspoken group of
Holden residents who want another route put on the
table for study.

Monday's regular meeting of the Holden Town Council
brought a surprise letter from Town Attorney Wayne R.
Foote who had researched the town charter earlier that
day and concluded Holden officials shouldn't act on a
request for a petition drive to force a referendum.

The opinion followed receipt earlier in the day of a
formal request to initiate the referendum process. It was
signed by 10 Holden residents and was presented to
Town Manager Larry Varisco.

"You have asked me what action you should take in response to this request. It is my legal opinion that no action should
be taken, since no referendum action is available ...," Foote wrote in an opinion received at the town office
mid-afternoon Monday.

The residents are upset with the apparent rejection of a route they favored and which a divided Town Council voted
down at a meeting last week. By a 3-2 vote, the council resolved to support the "Ring route" for the I-395/Route 9
highway. The route, which has gained favor with Brewer and Eddington residents, who also are affected by the
proposed limited access highway, was developed by Bangor City Engineer Jim Ring. It has the least impact on
residences and is within cost parameters set forth by the Maine Department of Transportation.

Yet the "Ring route," more formally known as 3EIK-2, has not gained favor with residents of the Clark Hill Road, the
Levenseller Road and some other areas of Holden. They claim the cross-country highway proposal will bisect the town,
making it lose its rural flavor. It comes treacherously close to certain residences and wildlife areas, they claim.

By Monday night, the "anti-Ring route" group was stalled in its referendum effort but not dispirited.

"We want to make sure the Council understands we're not going to take this lying down. We will have them understand
we're not done with this fight," said Jackie Smallwood of Holden.

An angry Bob Harvey of Holden told the Council he felt he had been "sold a bill of goods" with the town charter. "I was
on the charter commission and I fought vehemently for these so-called rights. I'm not sure I'm happy at all with the
charter," Harvey said.

Harvey also expressed dissatisfaction with the way a July 23 Town Council meeting was conducted. Residents were not
allowed to speak at the meeting which goes against the charter, Harvey said.

As words escalated, Town Councilor Clare Payne intervened with her interpretation. It appeared the referendum drive
was premature and would have to follow the adoption of language stating the Town Council's support, or lack thereof,
concerning certain highway options.

Payne said she would call for a vote on the matter and insert proper wording at the appropriate time.

In the proposed referendum, the group wanted voters to have a say on Payne's July 23 motion, when she proposed
reaffirming a Nov. 17, 2002, resolution supporting the town's version of the corporate boundary route. They also wanted
voters to vote their opinion of Councilman Michael Legasse's motion to support the "Ring route."
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The Holden Town Council made a serious mistake in
voting 3-2 recently to support the "Ring route" proposal
to connect I-395 and Route 9. It should have instead
reiterated its support, as one councilor desired, for the
corporate boundary route it favored just last fall, or
declared its support for the "no build" option.

The Ring route will not benefit the town of Holden. To
the contrary, it will impair the rural character of the
town, increase air and noise pollution, endanger wildlife
and diminish recreational opportunities for Holden
residents and other individuals.

The proposed connector route is a $40 million
boondoggle, and Holden's town council should have
continued to oppose it, as many of the town's residents
still do.

Steven Barkan

Holden
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The July 23 decision by the Holden Town Council on
the I-395 extension did a tremendous disservice to the
town of Holden and the region.

As chair of the Holden Planning Board, I have been
involved in the I-395 extension discussions for the past
three years. The Holden Planning Board spent
considerable time and effort evaluating every option
and maintained focus on Holden's comprehensive plan
and impacts to Holden. I am proud of the planning
board's professionalism through the process.

Prior to the July 23 meeting, the planning board asked
the Holden Town Council to request the Maine
Department of Transportation to continue studying at
least two options. The Holden Town Council, by a 3-2
vote, decided to allow MDOT to pursue the infamous
3EIK2 route without a competing alternative. Some say
this is wise; I question their judgment. How can 3EIK2
be superior to the corporate boundary route (CBR) before the detailed environmental analysis begins?

I believe the Holden Planning Board would have supported the 3EIK2 route if the analysis proved the route superior to
the CBR. When Jim Ring first proposed 3EIK2 earlier this spring, I agreed to evaluate his suggestion and asked him to
support further study of the CBR as an alternative. To Jim's credit, he agreed, but MDOT and the Holden Town Council
thought otherwise. How can you reasonably compare alternatives if you narrow the scope to only one option at this
point in the process?

Three members of the Holden Town Council chose to allow MDOT to press forward unimpeded through a beautiful
stretch of Holden. That is unfortunate and a tremendous mistake. I hope the state and federal agencies responsible for
overseeing and approving this project assure long-term planning, environmental protection, and responsible solutions to
regional transportation issues.

John Bryant

Holden
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HOLDEN - Two weeks ago, the Holden Town Council
made a controversial decision to support the "Ring"
route as the preferred choice for the Interstate
395-Route 9 connector. Known formally as Route
3-EIK-2, the route was developed by Bangor city
engineer Jim Ring and has gained favor with the Maine
Department of Transportation and other agencies.

On Monday, Aug. 11, the five town councilors are
expected to make their decision formal in a resolution at
a 6 p.m. meeting at the Holden Municipal Building.

The action probably will be followed by a renewed effort
at a petition drive made by residents who want another
route option left on the table. The goal is to force a
referendum vote on the matter, according to resident
Richard Oravetz.

On Monday night, Oravetz said a formal request for a
petition drive would be handed to the town manager shortly after an agenda item on the connector is taken up. Five
signatures have to be garnered for the formal request, which "we will get on Monday," Oravetz said. The residents then
have 30 days to gather more signatures in support of a referendum vote. According to Town Manager Larry Varisco, the
group would have to gather signatures from 5 percent of registered voters in the last gubernatorial election or at least a
minimum of 70 signatures.

The group is unhappy with the Ring route, an option they say is too rough on town geography and will cause the area to
lose its rural flavor. They prefer the town-developed "corporate boundary route," which follows existing utility easements
and would not bisect the town as the Ring route would.

The group tried on July 28 to get a petition drive going. They were stopped by an opinion by the town's attorney, Wayne
Foote, who concluded that Holden officials shouldn't act on the petition request at that point because they hadn't yet
adopted a resolution.

The matter has been under consideration for 21/2 years by the communities of Holden, Brewer and Eddington. A
20-member Public Advisory Committee held numerous meetings on the topic. All were well attended by the public.

The goal is to provide a limited-access highway between the end of I-295 in Brewer and Route 9 in Eddington. Brewer
and Eddington apparently like the Ring route for various reasons.

Many Holden residents see their community as the one most affected by the connector, and some feel they will not
benefit from the highway as it is planned.

"People here can't even get on it to go to work," said Oravetz.

At the last meeting, a divided council voted for the Ring route. Councilor Clare Payne did not, voting instead for the old
corporate boundary route, which is different, she said, from the one mapped out by the DOT last winter. Town Council
Chairman Joel Dearborn supported a "no build" option. Supporting the Ring route were Councilors Ellen Campbell, Mike
Legasse and Ralph McLeod.
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It has been reported that the new proposed route to
connect I- 395 to Route 9, dubbed 3EIK-2, would impact
the homes and families of Holden less. What about the
families that will be impacted? Contrary to the belief of
many, 3EIK-2 does not avoid all major neighborhoods.
In fact, this area is congested with homes. This route
also diagonally cuts this rural town in half.

However, Holden town officials have told me, "It could
be worse for your family," "You have a choice to move"
and "The noise factor wouldn't bother me." Some areas
of Holden knew of the 3EIK-2 route, along with the
Maine Department of Transportation, before some
members of the Holden Planning Board were even
aware the route existed.

It was two months before the Town of Holden held a
public hearing. Residents who attended the hearing
voiced a loud "no" to this connector option. Many
residents supported the corporate boundary route and would like to see it put back on the table for consideration.
3EIK-2 seems to have been signed and sealed in three months time. Other proposed routes have had three years to be
considered. 3EIK-2 has not been justified to everyone as the only route needed for final stage studies.

Our lives and properties will be greatly disrupted by a final decision to support 3EIK-2. We deserve the same
consideration as everyone else and nothing less.

Anne Brooks

Holden
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HOLDEN - The Town Council approved two options for
the Interstate 395-Route 9 connector by a process of
elimination - it voted 5-0 Monday for a resolution
recommending the removal from further study of
proposed routes 2C-1, 2B-1 and 2C-1/2B-1 for the
Interstate 395- Route 9 connector by the Maine
Department of Transportation

That leaves as options the "Ring" route, also known as
3-EIK-2, or doing nothing.

This action frustrated some Holden residents who
oppose the Ring route, named for Jim Ring, Bangor's
city engineer who first suggested the 10.6-mile option.

These residents came to the council meeting to present
a petition against a resolution endorsing the Ring route.
They also wanted a referendum on the issue.

But councilors never addressed the expected resolution to endorse the Ring route and instead eliminated alternative
routes.

"You sandbagged us. This was the last thing we expected from you tonight," resident Richard Oravetz said to the
council.

"It's very important we stand unanimous as a community," Councilor Mike Legasse said.

The Ring route would extend I-395 almost two miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A before turning northward.

DOT has considered the route because of its limited impact on surrounding wildlife and wetlands. It also has a limited
impact on residential areas in comparison to other proposed routes. Those who live near the proposed Ring route
disagree, saying it would destroy the rural flavor of the town.

Councilors made clear that any recommendations made by the town ultimately could be ignored by DOT.

"We could get 100 percent of the town to agree on a proposal and [DOT] could turn around and say no," Councilor
Ralph McLeod said. "We just need to get some sort of benefit for the town of Holden."

If DOT does remove the "2" routes from the study, the Ring route and the "no build" option, which is required by law,
would be the only options remaining.

"What does that leave?" Councilor Ellen Campbell asked. "With one resolution I think you say it all."

Councilors agreed they hoped the issue, after 2 1/2 years, would be resolved by the state soon. They are unsure,
however, that a decision will ever be made that the whole town will be comfortable with.

"The town is as divided now as it will be with a limited access highway going corner to corner," Holden resident Barbara
Tennent said.
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HOLDEN - In a somewhat surprising reversal, the
Holden Town Council voted Monday not to support a
proposed route for the I-395 to Route 9 connector that
apparently has gained favor with the state Department
of Transportation while losing favor with a group of
local residents.

By a 4-1 vote, the five-member board registered a
thumbs-down reaction on a proposed resolution of
support for the Ring route, a proposed 10-mile highway
that would destroy a maximum of two houses and cost
about $40 million.

It is the creation of Bangor City Engineer Jim Ring, who
worked on a public advisory committee for the I-395
proposed project. The route is formally known as route
3EIK-2.

A month ago, a divided Holden Town Council voted 3-2
to back a motion supporting the Ring route. The route option drew enthusiastic support from DOT officials last winter
because of its minimal impact on housing and its realistic cost.

The negative vote Monday left at least one of the town councilors wondering about the process.

"I brought up my confusion with what was happening," said Town Councilor Clare Payne, in a telephone interview from
her law office Tuesday. Payne, who has consistently voted against the Ring route, said she was both gratified by the
vote and concerned that the board should register a direction in the matter.

At a July meeting, when the Ring route was endorsed on a 3-2 vote, Payne and Council Chairman Joel Dearborn voted
in the negative. Now she perceives the town is in a type of leadership limbo in the matter, according to Payne.

"I truly feel that everybody voted their hearts and conscience [in July], and I am kind of baffled at what happened"
Monday night, Payne said.

Meanwhile, a meeting is planned for next week between the DOT and the Army Corps of Engineers, the lead federal
agency on the project.

The meeting was called by the corps, which wants more explanation on how the DOT eliminated some of the suggested
routes, according to project coordinator Ray Faucher of the DOT.

Faucher said the meeting is not public. A formal DOT-federal agency meeting will be scheduled in September, he said.

When asked if the coming meeting in August is the result of letters or e-mails complaining about the I-395-Route 9
selection process, Faucher said, "A couple of letters got sent to the Army Corps of Engineers" and that "other letters
were sent to the congressional delegation, the governor and the [DOT] commissioner over the summer months."

Faucher said such opposition causes delay and that final decisions now may be put off until late this year or early next
year.

Locally, some Holden residents this summer who were unhappy with the route 3EIK-2 option attempted to start a petition
to put the Ring route before voters. The effort, so far, has been snagged by legal technicalities.

On Aug. 11, the Town Council voted 5-0 to recommend that routes 2C-1, 2B-1 and 2C-1/2B-1 be removed from further
consideration. That vote was an indirect way of supporting 3EIK-2, and some councilors called Monday's attempt to vote
again on the matter unnecessary and duplicative.

Town Councilor Mike Legasse voted to support a Ring route resolution in July but voted against it Monday night. A
desire to have unanimity in council votes on the matter was key in his decision, Legasse said.

Town Councilor Ralph McLeod, who proposed the resolution, was the only one to vote in its favor Monday. Council
chairman Dearborn voted against it, citing his continuing contention that a no-build option would be best.
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Key objections to the Ring route appear to be in its geographical layout. Some people perceive it would bisect the town
and force it to lose its rural flavor.

Some residents contend that the old corporate boundary route went around the town proper, followed existing utility
easements and served local needs best.

They claim the corporate boundary route was realigned by the DOT last winter to include some heavy residential areas
and then taken out of consideration.

Bryant, in an Aug. 7 letter published in the Bangor Daily News, questioned the wisdom of removing the original
corporate boundary route from the table. "How can 3EIK-2 be superior to the corporate boundary route before the
detailed environmental analysis begins?" Bryant wrote.

"I hope the state and federal agencies responsible for overseeing and approving this project assure long-term planning,
environmental protection, and responsible solutions to regional transportation issues," Bryant wrote.
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HOLDEN - An alternative to the "ring" route was
presented to the Holden Town Council on Monday
night, and the group decided to ask the Maine
Department of Transportation to analyze the suggested
option for the I-395-Route 9 connector.

After some councilors expressed reservations about the
late timing of the proposal and other factors, the group
unanimously decided to ask the DOT to put the project
on a "matrix." The matrix consists of a series of
comparative questions that have been researched and
apparently would compare the ring route to the newest
suggested route. The questions include project cost,
residences affected, amount of wetland involved, and
other factors.

The alternative, mapped out and presented by John
Bryant, the planning board chairman, consists of
modifications to the town's original corporate boundary
route, or CBR.

Bryant said he presented the route as the "best solution for this community" given its topography, and vast amount of
wetlands.

It also does not bisect the town as the ring route proposed, according to Bryant and others. It gained the approval of a
group of residents who have put up objections to the ring route. Known formally as Route 3EIK-2, the ring route is the
current favorite at the DOT.

From the end of I-395 the corporate boundary route heads north in Holden along the Brewer line, following existing utility
easements where possible. Bryant's plan picks up Route 9 at a point nearer to Brewer than the old CBR route
suggested.

Bryant's modified corporate boundary route, like the original, also suggests a possible link to Route 178, a significant
source of heavy truck traffic into North Brewer headed south and west.

Bryant has been working on the idea for two months. He said he has walked "significant sections of the proposed route,
visiting key road intersections, and analyzing available environmental information."

Bryant said he believes the proposed connector would cost less than other options because it uses part of Route 9 and
would displace six residences and invade fewer wetlands than other proposals.

An alternative to the ring route is necessary to provide a comparative analysis, according to Bryant. Bryant and the town
planning board oppose the ring route. On Monday, Bryant expressed admiration for Jim Ring, Bangor's city engineer,
who worked via snowmobile and truck to survey areas and to develop the route that goes by his name during the late
winter months.

"Doing this isn't easy," Bryant said after Monday's meeting. Yet an alternative to the ring route is necessary for
comparative analysis, according to Bryant.

Bryant called for "unified support of both the Town Council and the planning board" before he presented what he termed
the "modified CBR" to the DOT and various federal agencies that have ultimate authority on the proposed project.

City Councilor Mike Legasse questioned the number of residences that would be affected by the modified CBR route.
He also wondered about other issues and whether the DOT would consider the option at all, considering its late entry
into the process, which has been going on for more than three years.

If the DOT refuses to consider the new proposal, the Town Council will schedule a special meeting with traffic consultant
Mike Waugh who would do the analysis, according to Town Council Chairman Joel Dearborn.
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HOLDEN - Maine Department of Transportation
officials have agreed to analyze a suggested alternative
route for the I-395-Route 9 connector.

On Monday, a group of Holden residents met with three
state engineers in Augusta and presented a plan
devised by John Bryant, head of Holden's planning
board. The alternative route is very similar to the town's
original Corporate Boundary Route.

"They were receptive, they listened. They were
courteous," said Bryant, who presented his plan at the
meeting. Bryant said the state trio also had some
"challenging questions" regarding the proposal, which is
contending with the so-called Ring route for premier
project status.

Town Manager Larry Varisco and resident Jackie
Smallwood accompanied Bryant. The Holden Town
Council agreed Sept. 8 to ask the state to study the alternate proposal.

It could take a week to 10 days for the analysis to be done, Bryant said. It is expected to be several years before ground
is broken on the project.

Attempts to reach state engineers Ray Faucher, Carl Croce and Dale Doughty were unsuccessful Tuesday.

The state transportation officials agreed to place the plan on a matrix, study it and compare it to the Ring route, 10.6
miles of proposed roadway that is the main contender for the limited-access highway project.

The matrix consists of a series of comparative questions used to arrive at a consensus.

The highway project most likely will serve as the area's connection to the proposed east-west highway system.

Supporters of the Ring route, formally known as 3EIK-2, approved the transportation department's decision to study
more than one route option, though some wondered how an in-depth analysis of a new route option could delay final
action on the project.

"I feel any decision that is made should be based on factual information, and carefully thought out. No decision should
be a shotgun decision, if you will," said Bonnie Collins of Holden.

Deborah Schmidt of Holden said the town is "at a standstill" waiting for the I-395-Route 9 matter to be resolved.

If 3EIK-2 were approved, "it would have allowed Holden to move forward," she said. The debate over routes has been
raging for nearly three years.

Still, Schmidt, who said she has followed the process closely, had no objections to further study of the alternative.

"At this point, if there is an alternative that shows promise, it is good for them to put it on the matrix and compare it to
what is currently there. It's the only fair way to do it," Schmidt said.

Bryant presented the plan as the "best solution for this community" given its topography and vast amount of wetlands.

The Ring route, named for its developer, Bangor city engineer Jim Ring, gained approval this spring because its $40
million price tag was within cost parameters, and it affected the fewest residents, among other factors.

Yet the Town Council stopped short of endorsing the Ring route in August, shortly after Bryant stridently objected in the
media and at meetings to the state studying only one alternative.

The planning board opposes the Ring route because they say it would bisect the town, diminishing its rural character.

Like Ring, Bryant went over the territory in question.
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He walked "significant sections" of the proposed route, he said, visiting key road intersections and analyzing available
environmental information. Though he doesn't know the potential cost, Bryant said his modified Corporate Boundary
Route probably would cost half as much as the Ring route.

The old Corporate Boundary Route headed north from the end of I- 395, staying in Holden though coming close to the
Brewer line. It follows existing utility easements where possible.

Bryant's plan picks up Route 9 at a point closer to Brewer than the old Corporate Boundary Route suggested. Bryant's
modified Corporate Boundary Route, like the original, also suggests a possible link to Route 178, a source of heavy
truck traffic into North Brewer headed south and west.

A newly designed map of Bryant's modified Corporate Boundary Route is available at the town office.
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BREWER - Last summer, the Maine Department of
Transportation made the decision to submit the Ring
route, formally known as 3EIK-2, to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers as its preferred I-395-Route 9
connector route.

Since then, all the parties involved have been put on
hold.

"We've been waiting and waiting to hear something,"
Holden Town Manager Larry Varisco said Thursday.
"We'd like to get this off the line and get something
done."

The DOT project manager, Raymond Faucher, said he,
too, is waiting.

"There isn't a lot that has occurred," he said. "We
provided the Army Corps some information a couple
months ago about our alternative, and in December they asked for some additional information. We're still waiting for
them to formulate a response."

The Army Corps is consulting with other federal agencies, such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Department and the
federal Environmental Protection Agency, to determine if the route is suitable, said Faucher.

The Ring route would extend I-395 by almost 2 miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before turning
northward.

From there, the 10.6-mile route would wind through mostly unpopulated areas until crossing Mann Hill Road, then would
turn east for approximately 1 mile before turning north again to run parallel with Clark Hill Road until it reaches Route 9
at the Eddington-Clifton town line.

"That one has received support from Brewer and Eddington and scattering support in the town of Holden," Faucher
said. "Some people don't like it, but that's the one that seems to have the least amount of impact to homes and
businesses and helps us achieve our goals to provide a transportation system from I-395 to Route 9."

The Ring route, named for its developer, Bangor city engineer Jim Ring, would have the least impact on residences out
of the nine proposed routes, with just four homes marked for "residential displacement."

Another big selling point of the Ring route is the $40 million price tag and the fact that it could eventually become part of
the state's east-west highway system.

The debate over routes has been going on for nearly four years.

"This would reduce the number of vehicles [that] come down through Holden, Eddington and Brewer," said Manley
DeBeck, Brewer councilor and member of the public advisory committee formed to study the issue. "It seems to me to
be common sense. This has been a very long and drawn-out process."

So until the Army Corps makes a decision, the wait continues.
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HOLDEN - The community should create a $100,000
reserve fund that can be used to deal with technical
issues for the planned Interstate 395-Route 9 connector
project, town councilors have decided.

The request for the funds will be presented to residents
at the annual town meeting, set for 7 p.m. June 9 at
Holden School. Elections will take place the preceding
day.

Uncertainty as to "what the final route will look like,
where it will go and what impact it will have" has
plagued selectmen since the planning process began,
Town Manager Larry Varisco said Tuesday.

Until the Maine Department of Transportation makes its
final decisions, the town wants to stay involved in the
process, he said.

"They [selectmen] were just saying, 'Let's have some money available if we need it,'" Varisco said. "If we don't need it,
they wouldn't use it. They just wanted to have some flexibility. There is certainly lots of unknowns associated with this."

It's been several months since the community has heard anything from DOT, the town manager noted.

Residents also will vote at town meeting on 23 other warrant articles, including the budget.

The first eight articles deal with the town's $1.7 million budget. Residents will be asked to approve:

. $422,739 for general government;

. $218,655 for administration;

. $299,123 for public safety;

. $418,872 for public works;

. $35,000 for municipal properties;

. $142,000 for sanitation;

. $80,527 for health and welfare;

. and $143,808 for debt service.

Residents also will decide if the town should participate in the Pine Tree Development Zone program. In addition, they
will consider whether an interlocal fire command agreement - which outlines chain of command rules for emergencies -
between Holden, Eddington and Brewer should be signed.

Several of the articles deal with the town accepting donated property and state and federal grants and selling
tax-acquired and surplus properties. Residents also will be asked if reserve accounts should be created for cemetery
land acquisition, as well as conservation and recreation.

On June 7, voters will cast their ballots at the municipal building to fill two open council seats and four SAD 63 school
board slots. The polls will be open between 7 a.m. and 8 p.m.

During that time, the registrar of voters will hold office hours to register voters and make changes to addresses for
residents.
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BREWER - The Army Corps of Engineers is focusing
on two possible routes to connect Interstate 395 with
state Route 9, a major east- west link between the
Canadian Maritimes and the Bangor area.

Last summer, the state Department of Transportation
submitted to the Army Corps as the state's top choice a
10.6-mile proposed connection known informally as the
Ring route.

In April the Corps acknowledged the Ring route as the
preferred choice of DOT and the Federal Highway
Administration. But the Corps decided it could not agree
that the Ring route was the "least environmentally
damaging practicable alternative" without conducting its
own public interest review, according to DOT.

The second alternative to be considered is known
informally as the Corporate Boundary route.

The public will have a chance to comment to the Corps, but no date for the comments has been set.

DOT project manager Raymond Faucher said Thursday that the Army Corps needs to make a decision before his
department can move forward.

The debate over routes has been going on for four years. The extensions are planned to ease traffic in the growing
Brewer-Holden- Eddington area. Route 9, known as the Airline, is a major east-west route to Calais and the Maritimes.

The Ring route, officially called 3EIK-2, is informally named for its developer, Bangor City Engineer Jim Ring.

It would extend I-395 by almost 2 miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before turning northward.
From there, the four-lane route would wind through mostly unpopulated areas until crossing Route 9. At this point the
Ring route would circumvent East Eddington and reconnect to Route 9 at the Eddington-Clifton town line.

The Corporate Boundary route, officially called 2B-2, would roughly follow the Holden-Brewer lines. It would extend
I-395 at its Wilson Street junction and intersect Eastern Avenue and Lambert Road before crossing into Holden just
north of Clewleyville Corners. From there the highway would cross Levenseller Road, then enter Eddington and connect
with Route 9. That part of Route 9 would be rebuilt as part of the project.

Planners say the Ring route would displace four homes. The Corporate Boundary route would displace 11 homes.

Holden resident John Bryant, who sits on the Town Council but was the planning board chairman when the initial plan
was submitted, and resident Jackie Smallwood proposed the Corporate Boundary route in September 2003.

Holden Town Manager Larry Varisco said Thursday that his community has waited patiently for more than a year to hear
news about the connector. He said he hopes a decision on the final route is made soon so the project can move
forward.

The Army Corps has a say in the highway location because federal money will be paying for much of it and federal
environmental laws are factors in the routing. The Corps, along with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, will determine how the routes will affect people and the environment.

"I can't imagine that it would take more than a few months," Varisco said of the Army Corps' decision.

Brewer Fire Chief Rick Bronson, who serves on the connector project's public advisory committee, said the delay has to
do with funding.

"The project is moving forward but at a slow pace because other urgent statewide projects have diminished the funding
capacity," he said Thursday.

All parties involved must still consider not building any extension as an alternative "until all the selections are made,"
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Bronson noted.

Faucher said the next step for his department is to submit a draft permit application to the Army Corps and finish its
environmental assessment.

"The objective is for the Army Corps to do their activities prior to the department finalizing the environmental assessment
and prior to us doing our public hearing later this year," he said.

The DOT environmental assessment will consider two alternatives in detail: the no-build alternative and the Ring route.
Only the Army Corps is still considering the Corporate Boundary route.

"In general, the no-build alternative would only be selected as the preferred alternative if the impacts of [the Ring route]
outweigh its benefits," DOT says.

DOT will solicit public comment once the environmental assessment is complete, the project manager said.

DOT hopes to have the assessment finished by late fall.

The earliest construction on the connector could begin is 2009, according to DOT.
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This article ran on page B2 in the State and Coastal
editions.

EDDINGTON - Town leaders are circulating a letter,
complete with envelope and stamp, that endorses
3EIK-2 as the town's preferred connector to tie
Interstate 395 with state Route 9, a major east- west
link between the Canadian Maritimes and the Bangor
area.

Copies of the form letters are available at the town
office for residents to pick up and send to the Army
Corps of Engineers and Maine Department of
Transportation officials. Residents are being asked to
echo support of the proposed connector route.

There is a long list of reasons why town leaders support
3EIK-2, but saving the town's character is the major
factor, Town Manager Russell Smith said recently.

The other alternative under consideration is 2B-2, a 10.7-mile connector which skirts the edge of Holden and calls for
improvements to 4.5 miles of Route 9 in Eddington to handle the increased traffic.

"It [2B-2] would take out the village and essentially put a highway through our town," Smith told selectmen at a July 20
meeting. "It connects with Route 9 at the foot of Meadow Brook."

The Army Corps of Engineers is reviewing both alternatives to connect Downeast Maine and Canadian provinces to the
federal highway system.

The debate over routes, designed to ease traffic in the growing Brewer-Holden-Eddington area, has been going on for
four years.

3EIK-2 would extend I-395 by almost 2 miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before turning
northward and winding through mostly unpopulated areas until crossing Route 9, circumventing East Eddington and
reconnecting to Route 9 at the Eddington-Clifton town line.

2B-2 would extend I-395 at its current Wilson Street junction and would roughly follow the Holden-Brewer lines until
entering Eddington and connect with a rebuilt Route 9.

Maine Department of Transportation officials have made it clear that their top choice is the 10.6-mile 3EIK-2 and are
considering only it and a no-build option. The Federal Highway Administration also endorsed 3EIK-2.

DOT compared the two routes in October 2003 and chose to stick with 3EIK-2, which affects the least amount of
wetlands and residents, according to the study.

"If it doesn't improve or decrease the impacts, why would we take a step backwards?" DOT Project Manager Raymond
Faucher said Wednesday.

According to the route comparison, 2B-2 does not satisfy the purpose or needs of the study, it exceeds the design
criteria and it displaces 22 residents.

The 3EIK-2 route meets all of the DOT study requirements and displaces only two homes.

The total number of buildings within 500 feet of the planned roadway is another factor, with 2B-2 having 190
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displacements and 3EIK-2 only having 24.

"We're trying to get the word out," Chairwoman Joan Brooks said at the meeting. "The only thing you have to do is sign,
stamp and send. The more letters, the squeaky wheel turns. The more noise that's made, the better off we are."

Faucher said he already has received several of the form letters from Eddington residents. The next step for his
department is to submit a draft permit application to the Corps and to finish its environmental assessment, which should
be completed by late fall.

The public will have a chance to comment on both the Corps' decision and the DOT assessment, but no date for
comments has been set.

The earliest construction on the connector could begin is 2009, according to the DOT.
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HOLDEN - There are so many unanswered questions
concerning a proposed connector route designed to
improve traffic flow between the Canadian Maritimes
and the Bangor area that town leaders on Monday
asked for a meeting with the Maine Department of
Transportation commissioner.

Transportation Commissioner David Cole and DOT
project manager Raymond Faucher will be invited to a
public informational meeting that should be scheduled
within the next couple of weeks, per the council's
request.

"I've been disappointed in the lack of action from [the
U.S.] Army Corps [of Engineers] and DOT, and I've
been disappointed in the communication," Councilor
John Bryant said Monday. "It's drifted a long time."

Cole and Faucher visited the town last week and spoke
with Stephen Condon, code enforcement officer, and Town Manager Larry Varisco about 3EIK-2, the DOT's preferred
route, and the soon-to-be- released environmental assessment on the route.

The 3EIK-2 route would extend I-395 by almost two miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before
turning northward and winding through mostly unpopulated areas, circumventing East Eddington and connecting to
Route 9 at the Clifton town line.

At last week's meeting, Faucher presented a second interchange option to connect the proposed route with Route 1A.
The original option has four ramp connections parallel to the current junction of I-395 and 1A and none as the proposed
route crosses Route 1A two miles down the road.

The town received copies of the two options in the mail Monday, which caused concern among councilors who are
worried about impacts on local businesses.

"It looks like Carpet World is right in the center" of option B's on-ramp, Condon said, adding that it could also affect the
adjacent used car lot on Route 1A.

The environmental assessment for the route, which DOT has worked on since 2000, was submitted to the Federal
Highway Administration for approval weeks ago, and DOT officials are awaiting their decision before moving forward
with more public hearings on the matter.

Bryant and other councilors are asking that DOT also do an environmental assessment on the 2B-2 route that DOT
eliminated years ago because it failed to meet criteria of the project.

"That argument doesn't wash," Bryant said. "I believe it [2B-2] will come in at a lower cost."

The 2B-2 route would extend I-395 at its current Wilson Street junction and would roughly follow the Holden-Brewer
lines until entering Eddington and connect with a rebuilt Route 9. The Army Corps is still considering both 3Eik-2 and
2B-2.

During the meeting, the board also:

. Renewed its DOT urban-rural initiative program certification.

. Hired Carl Lowe, president of Lowe Appraisal Services Inc. of Holden, for $65,000 to conduct a town property
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revaluation to be completed by April 2006.

. Appointed Jon Hubbard to a three-year term on the town's Recreation Committee.

. Approved a tax abatement.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction or distribution is prohibited without permission.

Holden council looks to meet with DOT - Archives: Bangor Daily News http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/bangor/access/882708671.html?FMT=FT...

2 of 2 1/4/2012 8:32 PM



Resident comments on I-395 connector routes sought
[3 Edition]

Bangor Daily News - Bangor, Me.
Author: NOK-NOI HAUGER; OF THE NEWS STAFF
Date: Aug 17, 2004
Start Page: 2
Section: B
Text Word Count: 408

Document Text

BREWER - Residents interested in commenting on
which Interstate- 395 connector route they prefer to
connect Down East Maine and Canadian provinces to
the federal highway system, can do just that starting
today.

The Army Corps of Engineers today began accepting
public comment on two alternatives - 2B2 and 3EIK-2 -
that connect Interstate 395 with Route 9 and points to
the east.

"The road will be a limited access roadway and is
designed to improve regional systems linkage, public
safety and the current and future flow of traffic and
goods and services between I-395 and Route 9," Frank
Delgiudice, chief of permits and enforcement for the
Army Corps of Engineers, said in a letter released
Monday.

Comments can be made by letter or e-mail until the end of the workday on Sept. 17.

The Maine Department of Transportation submitted the 3EIK-2 route as its preferred route in April and since then the
Army Corps has been reviewing it and the 2B2 route. The Federal Highway Administration also endorsed 3EIK-2.

"The corps is seeking public comment to help us determine whether either of these alignments is the least
environmentally damaging practicable alternative," Delgiudice's letter states.

The 3EIK-2 route would extend I-395 by almost 2 miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before
turning northward and winding through mostly unpopulated areas until crossing Route 9, circumventing East Eddington
and reconnecting to Route 9 at the Eddington-Clifton town line.

The 2B-2 route would extend I-395 at its current Wilson Street junction and would roughly follow the Holden-Brewer
lines until entering Eddington and connect with a rebuilt Route 9.

The debate over routes, designed to ease traffic in the growing Brewer-Holden-Eddington area, has been going on for
four years.

Jay Clement, the Maine representative for the corps, said a public hearing is not a guarantee.

"We won't necessarily have a public hearing at this stage," he said Monday. "It's an option and people can request one."

Any person can request, in writing, a public hearing be held to consider the application but must indicate specific
reasons for the meeting, Delgiudice's letter states.

Maps of the two plans and a matrix that compares the two routes is available at www.nae.usace.army.mil. Once at the
corps Web site, click on "Regulatory/Permitting" and then "Public Notices" to find the plans.

Comment letters should be addressed to Jay Clement, project manager, at: Maine Department of Transportation, 16
State House Station, Augusta 04333.
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HOLDEN - Some Holden residents want the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers to reconsider a proposal to connect
I-395 and Route 9 that doesn't pass through their town.

The corps announced in April that it was reviewing two
alternatives - 2B-2 and 3EIK-2 - and is currently
accepting public comments.

Town Councilor John Bryant and other residents want
the corps to look again at 2B, which extends I-395 at its
current Wilson Street junction and roughly follows the
Holden-Brewer town line, on the Brewer side, until
entering Eddington and ending at its connection with
Route 9.

The 2B-2 alternative is nearly the same as 2B, but it
crosses into Holden after entering Eddington and then
crosses back into Eddington to connect with 4.5 miles
of improvements to Route 9.

"I'm saying shorten the distance," Bryant said Friday.

The Maine Department of Transportation eliminated 2B from the list of 70-plus alternatives at the end of 2002.

The corps is considering 2B-2 because Bryant and resident Jacqueline Smallwood presented it to them last fall, said
Jay Clement, the Maine representative for the corps. He said it was the public's interest in 2B-2 that prompted the corps
to consider it.

"That is their route," he said.

The 10.7-mile 2B-2 alternative could affect 48.3 acres of 21 wetlands and would displace 22 homes. Eleven of these
homes are on the planned road and 11 are on the rebuilt Route 9.

The shorter 2B alternative is 5.8 miles long and could affect 27.8 acres of five wetlands and would displace three
residents, according to information released in November 2001 from DOT.

Since 2B was eliminated from the list of potential routes at the end of 2002, this information could be inaccurate, DOT
Project Manager Ray Faucher said last week. He said since that date additional research has been conducted and new
comparisons have been created.

When I-395 was extended to Brewer and the Veterans Memorial Bridge was constructed, much of the truck traffic that
used to use Route 9 in Eddington to connect from Canada to Brewer started using Route 46 as a connector.

In 1996 residents who live on Route 46, concerned about the added traffic, petitioned then Rep. Richard Campbell for
help. According to a 1998 DOT traffic study overall traffic on Route 46 increased by 60 percent and truck traffic doubled.

Bryant said there is little reason to rebuild Route 9 when the rest of the roadway, which extends to Calais, is not
improved.

The proposed road, a two-lane, limited-access highway, would be built so that it could be upgraded to four lanes in the
future.

No matter what alternative is used to connect I-395 with Route 9, there will be wetlands and waterways in its path.

DOT is seeking a permit from the corps to fill in some of that land in order to construct the roadway. Last week the corps
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began taking public comments on issuing the permit asking which route, 2B- 2 or 3EIK-2, is the "least environmentally
damaging practicable alternative."

"The public notice encourages suggestions or recommendations for potential mitigation opportunities from the
interested or affected public as well as those agencies that speak to the public interest," an Army Corps press release
states. "These suggestions will be provided to the applicant [DOT] as the agencies determine which measures are
practical and serve to help mitigate the project's unavoidable impacts to aquatic resources."

The 3EIK-2 route, which is the preferred route of DOT and the Federal Highway Administration, would extend I-395 by
almost 2 miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before turning northward and winding through mostly
unpopulated areas until crossing Route 9, circumventing East Eddington and reconnecting to Route 9 at the Eddington-
Clifton town line.

The 10.6-mile 3EIK-2 alternative could affect 43.2 acres of 10 waterways and wetlands, and would displace two homes.

Maps of the two plans and a matrix that compares the two routes is available at www.nae.usace.army.mil. Once at the
corps' Web site, click on "Regulatory/Permitting" and then "Public Notices" to find the maps.

Comments should be marked with the permit request number, File No. NAE-2004-2472, and can be made by letter or
e-mail until the end of the workday on Sept. 17. Letters can be mailed to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New
England District, Maine Project Office, ATTN: Jay Clement, 675 Western Ave. No. 3, Manchester 04351. E-mail
comments can be sent to jay.l.clement@usace.army.mil.

Army Corps officials said Thursday that letters addressed to Clement that were sent to the DOT office because of an
address error in an article last week would be forwarded to him.
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HOLDEN - Residents interested in commenting on
which route they prefer to connect Interstate 395 with
State Route 9, a major east- west link between the
Canadian Maritimes and the Bangor area, have until
Friday to express their views.

The Maine Department of Transportation has
requested a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to fill in wetlands affected by construction of
a two-lane, limited-access highway to ease traffic in the
Eddington-Holden-Brewer area.

The Army Corp is currently reviewing two alternatives -
2B-2 and 3EIK-2 - and is accepting public comments,
along with suggestions and recommendations for
potential wetland mitigation opportunities, until Friday.

"These suggestions will be provided to the applicant
[DOT] as the agencies determine which measures are
practical and serve to help mitigate the project's unavoidable impacts to aquatic resources," an Army Corps press
release states.

The 3EIK-2 route would extend I-395 by almost 2 miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before
turning northward and winding through mostly unpopulated areas until crossing Route 9, circumventing East Eddington
and reconnecting to Route 9 at the Eddington-Clifton town line.

The 10.6-mile 3EIK-2 route could affect 43.2 acres of wetlands and would displace two homes.

The 2B-2 route would extend I-395 at its current Wilson Street junction and roughly follow the Holden-Brewer lines on
the Brewer side, until entering Eddington and connecting with 4.5 miles of improvements to Route 9.

The 10.7-mile 2B-2 alternative could affect 48.3 acres of 21 wetlands and would displace 22 homes. Eleven of those
homes are on the planned road and 11 are on the rebuilt Route 9.

The debate over the connector route has been going on for four years. When I-395 was extended to Brewer and the
Veterans Memorial Bridge was constructed, much of the truck traffic that had used Route 9 in Eddington to connect from
Canada to Brewer started using Route 46 as a connector, which prompted residents to request an alternative route be
built.

Maps of 2B-2 and 3EIK-2 and a matrix that compares the two routes are available at ww.nae.usace.army.mil. Once at
the Army Corps' Web site, click on "Regulatory/Permitting" and then "Public Notices" to find the maps.

Comments should be marked with the permit request number, File No. NAE-2004-2472, and can be made by letter or
e-mail until the end of the workday Sept. 17.

Letters can be mailed to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District, Maine Project Office, Attn.: Jay
Clement, 675 Western Ave. No. 3, Manchester 04351. E-mail comments can be sent to jay.l.clement@usace.army.mil.
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The long-awaited environmental assessment that the
state is conducting on a proposed connector route
between Bangor and the Canadian Maritimes is nearly
complete, according to state officials.

The Maine Department of Transportation has worked
for years on a proposed connector route between
Route 9 and Interstate 395 and finally is nearing
completion on a large chunk of the project, DOT project
manager Raymond Faucher said Friday. Work on the
environmental assessment began in 2000, he said.

"We're in the process of reviewing the environmental
assessment document," he said. "There are a couple of
items missing. Our objective is, once the document is
fulfilled, to print and distribute the document, and we
hope to do that sometime in early 2005."

February or March is the time frame in which DOT
officials think the assessment will be done, Faucher said. Once complete, a public meeting will be scheduled and
comment on the assessment will be accepted.

DOT staff did their assessment on the 3EIK-2 route, which would extend I-395 by almost two miles along the southern
side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before turning northward and winding through mostly unpopulated areas until crossing
Route 9, circumventing East Eddington and reconnecting to Route 9 at the Eddington-Clifton town line.

The 10.6-mile 3EIK-2 alternative could affect 43.2 acres of 10 different waterways and wetlands and would displace two
homes. The environmental assessment will give specifics on how these wetlands would be affected by the new road.

The DOT submitted 3EIK-2 as its preferred route in April and in August requested a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
permit to fill in some of the land along the route in order to construct the roadway.

The Army Corps is considering 3EIK-2, but the federal agency also is looking at another alternative known as 2B-2. The
2B-2 route would extend I-395 at its current Wilson Street junction and would roughly follow the Holden-Brewer lines
until entering Eddington and connect with a rebuilt Route 9.

The 10.7-mile 2B-2 alternative could affect 48.3 acres of 21 waterways and wetlands and would displace 22 homes.

"We received quite a bit of public comment to our public notice" on the permit request, Jay Clement, permit project
manager and Army Corps state representative, said Monday. "Much of it was in the form of a form letter." He added that
it was difficult to gauge the sentiment of the public from the form letter.

In the last month, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency also has requested "additional resource mapping ... to
provide a little more focused comment on that process to better gauge what the various alternatives mean to the
surrounding areas," he said.

Once the Army Corps completes its investigation, "one or a series of meetings will be held to nail the question of
alternatives down," Clement said.

He gave no specific date for the meetings, but said they would be held in the next couple of months.

DOT officials are not waiting for the Army Corps' decision.

"We haven't been able to get a sign-off confirmation from the Corps of Engineers, but we wanted to continue the
process," Faucher said. "That's why we're looking to complete the [assessment] document and get it printed."
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BANGOR - Maine is getting more help from the federal
government in trying to improve the flow of traffic to and
from Canada.

Already, the U.S. government has committed $50 million
to build a new, state-of-the-art border crossing between
Calais and St. Stephen, New Brunswick. More recently,
it has agreed to spend more than $1 million in Maine on
an east-west transportation corridor study, according to
Maine Department of Transportation Commissioner
David Cole.

Cole, addressing 40 or so people gathered Friday
morning at the Four Points Sheraton, said that a
transportation bill pending in Congress also calls for
Maine to be listed among the high-priority corridors
formally recognized by the Federal Highway
Administration.

"That in itself doesn't bring a check tomorrow," he said, "but it helps."

Cole made his comments to officials from Bangor and Saint John, New Brunswick, which in 1987 established a formal
"sister cities" relationship. Besides transportation issues, local, state and Canadian officials at the meeting discussed
cultural exchanges, business cooperation and other cross-border regional initiatives.

Jack Cashman, commissioner of the Maine Department of Economic and Community Development, and Richard Coyle,
president of the Maine International Trade Center, also spoke at the event.

Improving transportation through Maine between New Brunswick to the east and other Northeastern states and Quebec
to the west has been a goal of state and business officials in Maine for several years.

An east-west highway across Maine would change the state's status from being the northern end of the East Coast in
the United States to being the center of an international region that includes Quebec and Canada's Maritime Provinces.
This would greatly enhance Maine's economy, officials have said.

Besides the border crossing at Calais, a planned connector between I-395 and Route 9 and a new bypass around
Skowhegan will help improve traffic flow through Maine, according to Cole.

Cole said officials from New England states and eastern Canada are scheduled to meet June 21 in Boston to discuss,
among other things, cross-border transportation.

Sandy Blitz, director of the East-West Highway Association, said that by concentrating on establishing closer contacts
between Bangor and Saint John, business leaders can help foster the type of relationships that will help lead to the
construction of an east- west highway.

"We need to have continued pressure from all of us on both sides of the border," Blitz said. "It has to be in the private
sector as well as in the public sector. We can't give up."

After the event, Saint John Mayor Norm McFarlane said he is encouraged by the greater level of cross-border
understanding the sister city relationship has brought the two cities. He said he would like to see even greater
formalization of the relationship to help ensure realization of long-term goals commonly held on both sides of the border.

Bangor City Council Chairman Frank Farrington said that even though much has been accomplished, there still is a lot
the cities can do by working together.

"We've got great music," Farrington said. "We've got to work on our lyrics."

Mark Woodward of the BDN contributed to this report.
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HOLDEN - Four Town Council candidates gave their
opinions about the Interstate 395-Route 9 connector
route and DeBeck Business Park during a Meet the
Candidates forum at Monday's regular Holden Town
Council meeting.

During the meeting, incumbent Ellen Campbell and
residents Malcolm Coulter Jr., Nancy Flagg and Robert
Harvey discussed the issues, and several others. They
are vying for two available seats.

SAD 63 board member Dion Seymour, who is running
unopposed for his seat, also answered questions.
Voting for the local elections will take place 7 a.m.-8
p.m. today at the town office.

Campbell said at first she supported the 2B-2 route, but
since it does nothing to relieve traffic on Route 178, she
now supports the 3EIK-2 route. Harvey said 2B-2
should be studied further, and Flagg said the route that affects the least number of residents should be chosen. Coulter
said the towns involved should be working together to create better access to the connector route, especially since a
proposed 400-lot housing development is in the works for the junction of Mann Hill and Eastern Avenue.

The 2B-2 would extend I-395 along the boundary of Holden before reconnecting to Route 9 and 3EIK-2 would extend
I-395 by almost 2 miles along Route 1A before turning northward and winding through mostly unpopulated areas until
connecting with Route 9.

"I think this town and Eddington should be concentrating on getting access," Coulter said. "I don't think we can stop it."

Campbell agreed with Coulter and said, "It makes sense."

"I think the board needs to stay involved with this," Harvey said. "[The board] needs to come to a consensus and do
what's best for the town."

All four supported continuing to support the business park, saying once the connector route is established, it will be
easier to attract more development, which would reduce the local tax burden. One candidate suggested hiring a real
estate agent to sell the open lots.

"We're giving up our taxes and getting nothing for it," Flagg said of the park.

During the rest of the council meeting, the panel also:

. Adopted a hazard mitigation plan to deal with potential disasters and reworked cemetery rules and regulations.

. Endorsed contracts with Soil Preparations Inc. of Plymouth for $2,330 so residents can dispose of septic waste;
Carson's Animal Shelter, for $1,000 and a daily per animal charge, to hold animals picked up as strays; and renewing a
roadside mowing contract with Gerald Edgecomb for $2,000.
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HOLDEN - After a short discussion about why a
four-fifths vote among town councilors was requested
to expend funds set aside to deal with the proposed
Interstate 395-Route 9 connector project through town,
a resident amended the article to require only a majority
vote.

Resident Benjamin Grant made the motion during
Wednesday's annual town meeting, which residents
approved, requiring only a majority vote by councilors
to spend the $100,000 set aside for technical
assistance for the proposed roadway.

"When this comes up, we will discuss it fully" before
making any decisions, Councilor John Bryant said. "We
all recognize the importance to the town."

Most of the other 24 warrant articles, including the town
budget, passed with little or no discussion.
Approximately 33 residents attended the meeting.

The debate over the connector route has been going on for five years. When I-395 was extended to Brewer and the
Veterans Memorial Bridge was constructed, much of the truck traffic that had used Route 9 in Eddington to connect
from Canada to Brewer started using Route 46 as a connector, which prompted Holden residents to request an
alternative route be built.

Two connector route proposals remain on the table, and until the state decides what the final route will look like, where it
will be located and what impact the new roadway will have on the community, the town would like to stay involved.

Residents passed a similar article last year but none of the funds was used, Town Manager Larry Varisco said after the
meeting.

The municipal operating budget, approved by residents, is $1,866,221 and represents an increase of $105,497, or 5.99
percent more than the current budget.

Residents approved: $451,760 for general government, $226,580 for administration, $317,449 for public safety,
$438,592 for public works, $40,500 for municipal properties, $149,525 for sanitation, $99,550 for health and welfare,
and $142,265 for debt service.

Residents also decided to allow 12,000-square-foot buildings in the village center, to change three other zoning rules
dealing with signage and building permit costs, and to move a portion of the undesignated fund balance, or surplus
unused funds, to reduce taxes.

"This year we're proposing to use $300,000 or $325,000," Varisco said. "It reduces the tax rate."

At the end of the meeting, incumbent Ellen Campbell and Robert Harvey, elected on Tuesday, were sworn in as
councilors.
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BANGOR - Of the $1.1 billion the state is expected to
receive from the federal government after President
Bush signed the transportation bill last week, $28
million will fund portions of an east-west highway from
Calais to Watertown, N.Y., a project the federal
government recently designated a high-priority corridor.

The $28 million will be spent rebuilding roadways or
adding new links to the corridor over the next six years.

"That includes $7 [million] to $8 million for the new
Calais bridge crossing," Sandy Blitz, executive director
of the Bangor- based East-West Highway Association,
said Tuesday. "This will allow the bridge to be
completed by 2007. The extension of I-395, once the
final alternative route is determined, would qualify for
those funds, and also the Skowhegan bypass is
another project."

In general, the east-west corridor starts in Calais and runs along U.S. Route 9. Then it connects with Interstate 395,
then I-95 and then Route 2 in Newport, which it follows to the New Hampshire state line. The planned connector in the
Skowhegan area would provide easy access to Montreal.

"The federal government has recognized the importance of this corridor," Blitz said. "What we're talking about is not just
a road across Maine. By continuing the road from Halifax [Nova Scotia] to Montreal and Toronto, not only does it help us
be connected to our neighbors, other states alongside of us and the Canadian provinces, but it also creates an
economic region.

"It opens up many possibilities for the state of Maine we don't have right now," he said.

The federal government typically covers 80 percent of a transportation project's costs with individual states kicking in
matching funds, Blitz said.

The Calais bridge project has "matured enough that it's ready to be funded," he said. "They've already gone through the
environmental assessment and have determined where it's going to be placed. They're ready ... to start spending
money."

Environmental assessments for the Skowhegan bypass and the Route 9-Interterstate 395 connector in the Brewer-
Holden-Eddington area are in the works, but it could be years before work is begun on either project, Blitz said.

"They've already started the process, so they're next," he said. "These funds have been authorized by the federal
government for use in the next six years."

While Maine is constructing its portion of the highway, New Hampshire, Vermont and New York will work on their
portions. The price tag for the entire project is in the neighborhood of $900 million.

An east-west highway has been discussed since the 1920s, but only recently has it been designated a high-priority
corridor by the federal government, P. Andrew Hamilton, president of the east-west association, said in a press release.

"This is the first high priority corridor designation in New England," he stated, adding, "This east-west connection will
bind northern New England and eastern New York together for the first time in 175 years."

The east-west highway corridor is expected to take 10 to 20 years to complete, Blitz said.
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This article ran on page B3 in the Coastal edition.

BREWER - The environmental assessment for Maine
Department of Transportation's preferred route to
connect Interstate 395 with Route 9 to ease traffic
between Canadian Maritime Provinces and the federal
highway system has been sent back for revisions.

The MDOT submitted the assessment to the Federal
Highway Administration several months ago and
recently received word the document would need some
revisions.

"I was hoping we'd be ready [for presentation to the
public], but it needs a little work," Raymond Faucher,
DOT project manager, said Wednesday. "We're going
to have to do some additional work to try and spruce it
up in a couple of spots."

FHA remarks on the initial draft indicate that there are "some areas they thought we could do a little bit better work
describing what we're doing and supporting data for our preferred alternative," he said.

The department is considering two alternatives - 3EIK-2 and no- build.

The 3EIK-2 route would extend I-395 by almost two miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before
turning northward and winding through mostly unpopulated areas, circumventing East Eddington and connecting to
Route 9 at the Clifton town line.

Before the project can go forward, the FHA, which would pay for construction of the connector route, needs to approve
the assessment, which DOT has worked on since 2000. If and when that occurs, public hearings on the two alternatives
would be scheduled, Faucher said.

The Bangor-based East-West Highway Association announced in August that $28 million of the $1.1 billion the state
would receive from the federal transportation bill over the next six years is earmarked for the east-west corridor project
from Calais to Watertown, N.Y.

Once the final alternative is determined, the Brewer-Holden- Eddington connector route would qualify for the funding
because it lies along the east-west corridor.

The east-west highway is a project that has been talked about since the 1920s but only recently has been designated
as a high priority corridor by the federal government, P. Andrew Hamilton, president of the association said in August.

The I-395-Route 9 connector project has been in the works for five years. DOT officials should have a revised
assessment back in the hands of FHA officials within the next couple of weeks, Faucher said.

"We hope to have that cleaned up and have that ready with approval by the end of the year," he said.
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David Cole, commissioner of the Maine Department of
Transportation, is scheduled to be in town Monday to
present an Interstate 395-Route 9 connector update to
town councilors and residents. The public forum will be
held at 6:30 p.m. at Holden Elementary School, directly
after the regular 6 p.m. council meeting at the town hall.
Cole is expected to discuss the DOT's two alternatives,
3EIK-2 or no build. The 3EIK-2 route would extend I-
395 by almost two miles along the southern side of
Route 1A in Holden before turning northward and
winding through mostly unpopulated areas,
circumventing East Eddington and connecting to Route
9 at the Clifton town line. The project, in the works
since 2000, was requested by Holden residents looking
to alleviate truck traffic on Route 46. The DOT wants to
improve traffic flow between the Maritimes and the
Bangor area.
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HOLDEN - The Maine Department of Transportation
has hit another bump in the road for its planned
connector route to link Interstate 395 with Route 9 and
ease traffic between Canadian Maritime Provinces and
the federal highway system.

Federal Highway Administration officials informed the
DOT late last week that a full environmental impact
study of the $40 million connector route is needed,
Transportation Commissioner David Cole said at
Monday's Holden Town Council meeting.

After Cole announced the connector route's new
problem, town councilors and residents were allowed to
give comments and ask questions, of which there were
plenty.

"We're not starting over - I want to make that clear,"
Cole said. "We're 80 to 90 percent done. We'll be
building upon what's been done."

The Maine DOT submitted an environmental assessment several months ago that compares its preferred route, 3EIK-2,
and a no- build alternative. After reviewing the environmental assessment, which the DOT started in 2000, the highway
administration asked for revisions. It is this inch-thick document that will be retooled, Cole said.

The 3EIK-2 route would extend I-395 by almost two miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before
turning northward, crossing Route 1A and winding through mostly unpopulated areas before circumventing East
Eddington and reconnecting to Route 9 at the Clifton town line.

Creating the environmental impact study is expected to add a year to the project's timeline, Raymond Faucher, DOT
project manager, told the gathering of approximately 40 residents from Holden, Eddington and Brewer.

The study will include potential impacts to wetlands, wildlife and habitats, including "mitigation for the 40-plus acres of
wetland impacted by the preferred route," Faucher said.

All five town councilors asked questions mostly concerning displaced businesses and residents, access to the new
roadway, and if other alternative routes, eliminated years ago, would be reconsidered.

The 3EIK-2 route was identified as the DOT's preferred route in 2003 after years of reviewing numerous possibilities,
Faucher said.

"During the course of this study, we've evaluated 70 some alternatives," he said, then added that 3EIK-2 had the least
amount of residential displacements compared to the other alternatives considered.

"My concern is the loss of two businesses," Councilor Robert Harvey said.

Councilors Clare Payne and Ellen Campbell both asked if a planned 400-unit housing development on Mann Hill Road
would have access to the connector. Faucher said access is not planned, but added the DOT would be willing to talk
with the subdivision developer.

Several residents questioned if Holden would remain a rural community if the connector were built, and others said
without increased weight limits for the federal highway system, the connector was useless.

"The town is very conflicted," Sally Fischel of Holden said after the meeting.

Before the project can go forward, the federal highway administration, which would pay for most of the construction
costs, needs to give its nod of approval.

"We are in this for the long haul," Cole said. "We will do this right."
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MONDAY
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David Cole, commissioner of the Maine Department of
Transportation, is scheduled to be in town Monday to
present an Interstate 395-Route 9 connector update to
town councilors and residents. The public forum will be
held at 6:30 p.m. at Holden Elementary School, directly
after the regular 6 p.m. council meeting at the town hall.
Cole is expected to discuss the DOT's two alternatives,
3EIK-2 or no build. The 3EIK-2 route would extend I-
395 by almost two miles along the southern side of
Route 1A in Holden before turning northward and
winding through mostly unpopulated areas,
circumventing East Eddington and connecting to Route
9 at the Clifton town line. The project, in the works
since 2000, was requested by Holden residents looking
to alleviate truck traffic on Route 46. The DOT wants to
improve traffic flow between the Maritimes and the
Bangor area.
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Holden mulls I-395, Route 9 connector strategy
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HOLDEN - Councilor John Bryant has created a
two-pronged draft strategy for the town to use in the
ongoing debate concerning a proposed Interstate
395-Route 9 connector designed to improve traffic flow
between the Canadian Maritimes and the Bangor area.

Bryant's draft strategy recommends that the Maine
Department of Transportation study its preferred route
plus an additional route and, if that's not an option, that
the town fight for the best benefits for Holden.

The goal is to "make it the best for this town," said
Bryant during Monday's Town Council meeting.

Councilors accepted Bryant's draft as a report during
the meeting.

The DOT selected 3EIK-2 as its preferred route two
years ago but was told by Federal Highway
Administration officials in October that a full environmental impact study is needed before the project can go forward.

"I don't believe that is the best route" for Holden, said Bryant.

Bryant's strategy suggests that if the Federal Highway Administration requests an additional alternative be studied, that
the town again put forth the 2B-2 route, which was eliminated by the DOT years ago because it failed to meet criteria of
the project.

"If the 2B-2 alternative does not compete favorably or receive support by the public or regulatory agencies, then we
support 3EIK- 2 as if it were our preferred route," Bryant's draft report states.

The 3EIK-2 route extends I-395 by almost two miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before turning
northward and winding through mostly unpopulated areas, circumventing East Eddington and connecting to Route 9 at
the Clifton town line.

The 2B-2 route would extend I-395 at its current Wilson Street junction and would roughly follow the Holden-Brewer
lines until entering Eddington and connect with a rebuilt Route 9.

"I agree with what John has put down here," Councilor Robert Harvey said. "Push for what we want and then, from what
they [FHA officials] pick, fight for what's best for Holden."

During the meeting, Town Manager Larry Varisco reminded the board that in September 2004, councilors endorsed
supporting Bryant's 2B alternative, which is nearly the same as 2B-2 but does not include rebuilding Route 9.

Bryant, admitting "it's like alphabet soup," said he'd be happy if either 2B or 2B-2 were studied by DOT, adding both
"would need to be tweaked" to create the best alternative route for the community.

The DOT eliminated 2B from the list of 70-plus alternatives at the end of 2002.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which must also give its approval before any environmental permits are awarded, is
still considering both 3EIK-2 and 2B-2.

The discussion about connection routes was initiated in 1996 when a group of Holden residents on Route 46,
concerned about the doubling of traffic, asked that alternatives be discussed.

Since the process has taken so long, "people are building houses in the way of some of those routes," Chairwoman
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Ellen Campbell said.
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HOLDEN - Even though a local committee narrowed
the list of possible routes for a planned Interstate
395-Route 9 connector to two, the federal agencies
involved in the process are reviewing seven options,
according to project officials.

Maine Department of Transportation officials completed
an environmental assessment of their preferred route
last fall, only to be told in October by Federal Highway
Administration officials that a full environmental impact
study was needed.

"[The FHA request] indicated that not only did we have
to look at the preferred alternative, but other
alternatives as well," Raymond Faucher, Maine DOT
program manager, said Friday.

That means that Holden residents, who have asked for
years that their choice of routes be considered, have
gotten their wish.

The discussion about connection routes was initiated in 1996 when a group of Holden residents on Route 46,
concerned about the doubling of traffic, asked that alternatives be discussed.

A public advisory committee was created six years ago, with the first meeting held in September 2000. The group
reviewed more than 70 alternative routes to ease traffic in the Brewer-Eddington- Holden area, and narrowed the list to
two - 3EIK-2, the DOT's preferred alternative, and 2B2, named as Holden's choice.

"To a certain extent, the Maine Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration and the [U.S. Army]
Corps, and various other federal agencies, have been re-reviewing the alternatives with the goal of narrowing the list,"
Jay Clement, permit project manager and Army Corps of Engineers state representative, said Wednesday.

All 70 of the options were looked at, he said.

The short list has five options that require new construction, including 3EIK-2 and 2B2, along with the options of
upgrading the current roadway system and not building any new road, Faucher said. These seven project options will
receive the most analysis, he said.

"I don't want to re-evaluate 70 alternatives," the DOT program manager said. "I've been diligently working with [the
federal agencies] to get it down to a handful of alternatives."

The 3EIK-2 route would extend I-395 by almost two miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before
turning northward, crossing Route 1A and winding through mostly unpopulated areas before circumventing East
Eddington and reconnecting to Route 9 at the Clifton town line.

The 2B2 route would extend I-395 at its current Wilson Street junction and would roughly follow the Holden-Brewer lines
until entering Eddington and connect with a rebuilt Route 9.

Faucher did not give specifics on the three newly identified alternative routes now under consideration. He said if they
pass permitting hurdles, the options will be presented to residents to get feedback during a public hearing tentatively
scheduled for the fall.

It may appear to the public that the Federal Highway Administration is rehashing what the PAC has done, Clement said,
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adding: "That's what they do. They're required to have a thorough analysis. We've been trying to work with them
through that process."

The process is a good one especially since the parties at the table - U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and Army Corps of Engineers - are the agencies that will determine how the routes affect people
and the environment, and will permit the construction, Faucher said.

The FHA would pay for a majority of the east-west link between the Canadian Maritimes and the Bangor area, if
approved.

When the FHA requested the full environmental study, residents were told it would add a year to the connector project's
timeline.

The federal transportation bill signed in 2005 allocated $1.1 billion to the state over a six-year period, with $28 million
set aside for the east-west highway and a portion of that set aside to construct the I-395 extension. The bill also adds
new requirements for road construction projects including better documentation and identification of environmental
details, Faucher said.

"On a parallel track, we are entering into very early discussions about compensation for impact [on] natural resources,
[such as] waterways and vernal pools," as part of the compensatory mitigation, Clement said.

City officials from Brewer, and town leaders from Eddington and Holden said this week that no one from the state or
federal agencies has kept them informed of the project's progress.

Faucher said the public advisory committee still will play a part in the process, but there hasn't been any information to
release in the past nine months since the FHA announcement.

"It's been quiet, but we've been busy," Faucher said.
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HOLDEN - After a decade of discussion and
controversy over possible routes for a planned
Interstate 395-Route 9 connector, new Federal Highway
Administration rules are forcing Maine transportation
officials to go back to the starting block for some items.

Maine Department of Transportation officials completed
an environmental assessment of their preferred route -
3EIK-2 - last fall, only to be told by federal officials in
October 2005 that a full environmental impact study
was needed.

Residents were told the study would add a year to the
process.

"It's going to take us longer than that," Raymond
Faucher, Maine DOT program manager, said Monday.
"The Federal Highway Administration went through a
reauthorization of funding last year. That also initiated
some changes in how we do these studies.

"Some of those rule changes didn't get finalized until late spring, early summer," he said later.

Other ongoing projects statewide also are making the Holden project a lower priority, Faucher said.

The federal transportation bill signed in 2005 adds new requirements for road construction projects, including better
documentation and identification of environmental details, Faucher said.

The changes have slowed the project's progress and that might mean some of the earlier work needs to be completed
again.

"We just can't take what has been done," Faucher said. "We need to see if some of the items done are still appropriate."

The discussion about connection routes was initiated in 1996 when a group of Holden residents on Route 46,
concerned about the doubling of traffic, asked that alternatives be discussed.

A public advisory committee, created in September 2000, reviewed more than 70 alternative routes to ease traffic in the
Brewer- Eddington-Holden area, and narrowed the list to two - 3EIK-2, and 2B2, named as Holden's choice.

The 3EIK-2 route would extend I-395 by almost two miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before
turning northward, crossing Route 1A and winding through mostly unpopulated areas before connecting to Route 9 at
the Clifton town line.

The 2B2 route would extend I-395 at its current Wilson Street junction and would roughly follow the Holden-Brewer lines
until entering Eddington and connect with a rebuilt Route 9.

The work of the advisory committee is being used, Faucher stressed, even though "the new regulations are going to
require us to do a whole new scoping meeting."

In addition to 3EIK-2 and 2B2, a no-build option to reconstruct the current roadways, and three other routes are under
review, Faucher said.

"Most are previously dismissed" routes from the advisory committee's list, he said.

Faucher did not give specifics on the three newly identified alternative routes now under consideration, but said if they
pass permitting hurdles, the options will be presented to residents to get feedback.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction or distribution is prohibited without permission.

Arrest Records: The Trick InstantCheckmate.com

1) Enter Name and State. 2) Access
Unlimited Public Arrest Records Now

Free Obituaries Search Obituaries.Archives.com

1) Type In Someone's Name 2) Find Their
Obituary Instantly!

Public Records-Look Free Intelius.com/PublicRecords

Search Public & Vital Records! Instant-Secure-
Accurate-Search Free

Electronic Medical System www.integracon.com/EMR/technology

Find out how to maximize your EMR system with
Integracon's 10 steps.



MDOT pitches 5 ideas for I-395-Route 9 link Four affected towns to examine options

Bangor Daily News - Bangor, Me.
Author: NOK-NOI RICKER; OF THE NEWS STAFF
Date: Feb 21, 2008
Start Page: 1
Section: B
Text Word Count: 759

Document Text

HOLDEN - When federal rules forced Maine
transportation officials to go back to the starting block
over possible routes for a planned Interstate 395-Route
9 connector two years ago, they did just that and now
have five alternative routes under consideration.

One route cuts through the east side of Brewer, two
skirt the Brewer-Holden line - one on the Brewer side
and the other on the Holden side - and the remaining
two cut through the center of Holden.

The five proposed routes and a "no-build" alternative
have been presented to town officials in Holden and
Eddington and plans are to bring officials from Brewer
and Clifton into the mix this week, said Raymond
Faucher, project manager for the state Department of
Transportation. The no-build alternative is essentially
the existing Routes 1A and 46.

In addition to meeting with neighboring communities, the DOT also plans to meet with Bangor Area Comprehensive
Transportation System leaders, he said Wednesday.

"The [Army] Corps of Engineers finally gave us approval early this year, last month in fact" to move forward with the five
proposed routes, Faucher said. "They gave us the nod on the Phase One sign-off," which means "that they consider
[the routes] can be advanced in their process."

The discussion about connection routes was initiated in 1996 when a group of Holden residents who live on Route 46,
concerned about the doubling of traffic in their front yards, asked that alternatives be discussed.

A public advisory committee, created in September 2000, reviewed more than 70 route choices to ease traffic in the
Brewer-Eddington-Holden area and narrowed the list to two - 3EIK-2, the state's preferred choice, and 2B2, named as
Holden's choice.

Those two alternatives remain, and the public advisory committees soon will gather again to consider pros and cons of
the newly proposed routes.

"We're going to be looking at advancing those [routes] in the Corps process and the federal highway NEPA process as
well," Faucher said.

The National Environmental Policy Act falls under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The law
is designed to, among other things, ensure that road construction protects natural resources when possible.

New state laws that protect areas around vernal pools, amphibian breeding areas that typically are wet in the spring,
also have to be considered this time around, Eddington Town Manager Russell Smith told selectmen on Tuesday while
updating the group on the connector project.

"I think a lot of people would like them to pick a route so residents can decide" whether to develop their land or not, he
said.

The public advisory committee meetings should be scheduled in the near future, Faucher said, and public meetings are
expected to be held this spring, he said.

The state has enough funding to complete the route study, but construction funds have not been allocated, Faucher
said. Smith told the town selectmen that "it won't be built for another six to 10 years."

This is a breakdown of the proposed routes:

. The 3EIK-2 route would extend I-395 by almost two miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before
turning northward, crossing Route 1A and winding through mostly unpopulated areas before connecting to Route 9 at
the Clifton town line.

. The 2B2 route would extend I-395 at its current Wilson Street junction and would roughly follow the Holden-Brewer
lines, mostly on the Brewer side, until entering Eddington and connect with a rebuilt Route 9.
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. The 5B2E3K route would turn northward from I-395 and cut across Dirigo Drive and Wilson Street, between Wal-Mart
and Whiting Hill, and then cross Eastern Avenue and Day Road before entering Eddington and turning east and
basically running parallel with Route 9 until just before Rooks Road where it turns northward and reconnects with Route
9 at the Clifton town line.

. The 5A2E3K route would extend I-395 by approximately one mile along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden
before turning northward, crossing Route 1A and basically running along the Holden-Brewer lines on the Holden side
before turning east and basically running parallel with Route 9 until just before Rooks Road where it turns northward
again to circle around Eddington and reconnect with Route 9 at the Clifton town line.

. The 3A-3EIK-1 route would extend I-395 at its current Wilson Street junction and almost immediately turn east and
would roughly run parallel with Route 1A for two miles before turning northeast and winding through mostly unpopulated
areas before connecting to Route 9 at the Clifton town line.
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BREWER - The public process to determine the best
possible connector route to link Interstate 395 with
Route 9 and ease heavy truck traffic between the
Canadian Maritime provinces and the federal highway
system is again under way.

Raymond Faucher, project manager for the state
Department of Transportation, was in town Thursday to
give city officials an update on where the project
stands, and how the five route proposals would affect
the city.

One route cuts through the east side of Brewer, two
skirt the Brewer-Holden line - one on the Brewer side
and the other on the Holden side - and the remaining
two cut through the center of Holden.

There is also a "no-build" alternative.

The state is looking for public comment on the project and is re-forming public advisory committees that worked for
years to find the best route from about 70 originally proposed. A new scoping meeting is planned for this spring, Faucher
said.

Brewer officials at Thursday's meeting expressed concerns about development in the areas where the routes are
proposed, and where the traffic would flow if and when the connector is constructed.

"Regardless of where this goes, I think it has a huge economic development impact," said D'arcy Main-Boyington,
economic development director.

One of the five routes, which lies mostly in Brewer, may be removed from the list this spring, Faucher said.

"There are a couple locations that have been identified as sensitive areas by native Americans of the Penobscot
Nation," he said. "We need to verify that," which will occur in the next couple of months.

If the areas are determined to be of archaeological significance, they could be eliminated from the list, he said. If they
are burial grounds, they must be avoided.

The funding for the study is in place, but money for construction and acquiring rights of way has not been allocated,
Faucher said, adding that it is a possibility the connector could be constructed in segments.

"If you have approvals and have a design, you stand a better chance for those discretional funds," Bangor City Engineer
Jim Ring said Thursday. "This is a project of regional significance."

Ring actually designed one route under consideration, which ended up being the preferred route for the DOT.

The discussion about connection routes was initiated in 1996 when a group of Holden residents who live on Route 46
became concerned about the doubling of traffic in their front yards and asked that other routes be discussed.

Until the final route is determined, "Brewer wants to remain at the table," City Manager Steve Bost said to end the
meeting.

nricker@bangordailynews.net
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HOLDEN - Town councilors, saying they want to stop
"further waste of state and local resources," recently
voted to oppose plans for an Interstate 395-Route 9
connector designed to improve traffic flow between the
Canadian Maritimes and the Bangor area.

"There are too many issues at this time," Town
Manager John Butts said on Tuesday.

Councilors held a special meeting on Oct. 16 and
unanimously voted to oppose the connector route listing
as reasons the lack of state funding, issues with the
80,000-pound weight limit on federal highways and the
possibility that a private toll east-west highway may be
built.

When I-395 was extended to Brewer and the Veterans
Memorial Bridge was constructed, much of the truck
traffic that had used Route 9 in Eddington to connect
from Canada to Brewer started using Route 46 as a connector, which prompted town residents to request an alternative
route be built.

That request was made to the Maine Department of Transportation in 2000. Since that date, local, state and federal
officials, and residents have worked to create an alternative that would get the big rigs off the rural roadway.

More than 70 alternative routes have been considered over the last eight years, and the MDOT now has five routes
under consideration. Ray Foucher, Department of Transportation project manager, presented those routes to residents
at a Public Advisory Committee meeting in September and asked for feedback.

"We are in the process of putting together information" gathered from the feedback, he said. "We have another PAC
meeting scheduled for Nov. 19."

That public gathering is 7 p.m. at Eddington Elementary School.

"We've had some suggested connections between these routes," Foucher said. "We're also looking at how we could
make connections between I-395 and Route 1 ... and interchanges."

Funding for the planning phase of the connector project already has been allocated, he said, making that Holden item a
nonissue. Construction funds have not been allocated and would not be asked for until the project is further along.

The Holden resolution also lists federal regulations that ban trucks that exceed 80,000 pounds from using the federal
highway system as another reason they oppose the proposed connector route. State highways allow trucks up to
100,000 pounds.

"Even if you had the connector, you couldn't drive a [heavy] truck on it," Butts said. "It's kind of a waste of money and
energy at this time."

Town residents need to know that is not the case, Foucher said.

"Our new roadway would allow 100,000-pound trucks," he said. "This could take [truck drivers] all the way to I-395"
where "they would have to get off at the first exit ... that would be Parkway South."

A good portion of the heavy truck traffic does not exceed 80,000-pounds and so could use the interconnect to get to I-95
and avoid all local roads, he said.

Congressional leaders, who have tried for years to persuade federal transportation officials to increase the heavy truck
weight limits in Maine, continue to press the issue, Foucher said.

"If and when this roadway is built ... there may be an opportunity at that time to make I-395 exempt" from the federal
rules, he said, "to allow the trucks to at least cross the river."

An exemption was given to MDOT officials when they finished a bypass in the Augusta area four years ago that allows
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heavy trucks exiting from the Maine Turnpike, which allows trucks weighing up to 100,000 pounds, to use a small
portion of I-95 to avoid the city's downtown.

Big rigs, exceeding the 80,000-pound weight limit, must exit I-95 just north of the capital to access Routes 9 and 3 to
make their way north.

Holden leaders also want to see if a proposed private toll east-west highway moves forward that "would solve many of
the state's current transportation needs," the town's resolution states.

Constructing an east-west highway in Maine has been discussed for decades, and the route actually was designated as
a Congressional High Priority Corridor in 2005, but with little funding, the project has sat on the back burner. Peter
Vigue, chairman of Pittsfield-based Cianbro Cos., recently has proposed building a privately owned east-west toll
highway from Calais to Coburn Gore, and his company is conducting a feasibility study of the project.

"We'd like to see how this private investment proposal pans out before we put in a lot of taxpayer dollars into the
[proposed connector] roadway," Butts said.

The following is a breakdown of the MDOT's proposed I-395-Route 9 connector routes:

. The 3EIK-2 route would extend I-395 by almost two miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before
turning northward, crossing Route 1A and winding through mostly unpopulated areas before connecting to Route 9 at
the Clifton town line.

. The 2B2 route would extend I-395 at its current Wilson Street junction and would roughly follow the Holden-Brewer
lines, mostly on the Brewer side, until entering Eddington and connect with a rebuilt Route 9.

. The 5B2E3K route would turn northward from I-395 and cut across Dirigo Drive and Wilson Street, between Wal-Mart
and Whiting Hill, and then cross Eastern Avenue and Day Road before entering Eddington and turning east and
basically running parallel with Route 9 until just before Rooks Road where it turns northward and reconnects with Route
9 at the Clifton town line.

. The 5A2E3K route would extend I-395 by approximately one mile along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden
before turning northward, crossing Route 1A and basically running along the Holden-Brewer lines on the Holden side
before turning east and basically running parallel with Route 9 until just before Rooks Road where it turns northward
again to circle around Eddington and reconnect with Route 9 at the Clifton town line.

. The 3A-3EIK-1 route would extend I-395 at its current Wilson Street junction and almost immediately turn east and
would roughly run parallel with Route 1A for two miles before turning northeast and winding through mostly unpopulated
areas before connecting to Route 9 at the Clifton town line.
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BREWER - Extending a moratorium on methadone
clinics, what to do with four school buildings once a
new school opens, the Interstate 395-Route 9
connector, stimulus funding and the Brewer-Orrington
business park top the list of items city councilors will
discuss tonight.

The Brewer City Council meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. at
City Hall.

A discussion about what to do with the four school
buildings that will be left vacant once the new
multimillion-dollar pre-kindergarten-through-
eighth-grade school opens in 2011 will be held during
the public comment portion of the meeting.

Brewer Housing Authority personnel already have
expressed interest in acquiring one of the buildings to
create affordable housing for senior citizens. The new
school on Parkway South will replace Capri Street School, State Street School, Washington Street School and Brewer
Middle School, which were all built more than 50 years ago.

Once the buildings are vacated, they become the property of the city.

Next on the agenda for councilors is a recommendation to the Maine Department of Transportation about the proposed
I-395-Route 9 connector, designed to alleviate heavy truck traffic between the Canadian Maritimes and the interstate
highway system.

The recommendation "reiterates [the city's] endorsement of option 3Eik-2 (known as the Ring Route)" and that "if there
were to be a successful change in the federal weight limit, a connector to Route 178 should be explored."

City councilors enacted a 180-day moratorium on methadone clinics in August and at the December meeting discussed
whether an additional 180 days was needed.

Six city staffers who sit on the methadone treatment facilities ordinance committee are reviewing the city's land use code
to see whether regulations need to be added concerning where clinics may locate, their size and governance, and more
time is needed, they say.

City Solicitor Joel Dearborn, Police Chief Perry Antone, City Councilor Archie Verow, City Manager Steve Bost, City
Planner Linda Johns and Code Enforcement Officer David Russell sit on the committee.

The final two big issues councilors will discuss tonight involve federal stimulus funding.

Brewer has "four high-priority projects that currently lack adequate funding" and since "the federal government has
indicated the potential availability of substantial funding for infrastructure and job creation projects through an economic
stimulus package" the city is planning to apply for funding.

The four projects are: the Brewer-Orrington Business and Commercial Park, Water Pollution Control Facility shoreline
stabilization, the historic waterfront trail and City Hall renovations.

The federal stimulus funding, which requires "shovel-ready" projects, is why councilors will consider contracting for a
final design and starting the permitting process for the Brewer-Orrington Business and Commercial Park.

Those steps will make the application for the funding more competitive, the order states.

After years of work, the two neighboring communities signed an interlocal agreement in April 2007 to create the
business park, which is located at the end of Green Point Road and extends into Orrington.

The business park, when complete, will be jointly developed, marketed, owned and operated by both Brewer and
Orrington.

nricker@bangordailynews.net
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Communities stunned by state's new choice for I-395 -Route 9 connector route
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BREWER, Maine -- Maine transportation officials
recently eliminated the proposed route they selected in
2003 to ease heavy traffic flow between Canadian
Maritime Provinces and the federal highway system and
now support the route preferred by Holden residents.

News of the state's new preferred route -- 2B2 -- to
connect Route 9 and Interstate 395 came as a surprise
to municipal leaders in Brewer and Eddington, who said
this week they knew nothing about the Maine
Department of Transportation's plans until late last
week.

"I hadn't heard anything," Eddington Town Manager
Russell Smith said Thursday. "A lot of people weren't
happy that they picked a route and nobody had any say
about it."

In addition to being surprised by MDOT's choice, some
residents also are angered by it, Smith said.

"I think it displaces a lot more homes and properties, so I don't know how they came about [selecting] it," he said. "I know
there is a lot of people who aren't happy."

The 2B2 route would extend I-395 at its Wilson Street junction and would roughly follow the Holden-Brewer line, mostly
on the Brewer side, until entering Eddington and connecting with 4.5 miles of rebuilt Route 9.

Brewer City Manager Steve Bost said Tuesday that a resident contacted city leaders last Thursday.

"He started emailing city councilors here in Brewer saying, 'Are you aware that the I-395 Route 9 connector project had
been reactivated?'" Bost said. "I did not know and neither did the City Council."

Bost contacted Sen. Richard Rosen, R-Bucksport, who he said also was in the dark about MDOT's plans.

Holden Town Manager John Butts said Thursday that the town planner recently checked the project's website and
found the information, then gave town leaders an informal update.

The last official action taken by Brewer city leaders was in 2009, when the City Council endorsed the state's former
preferred route -- 3EIK-2 -- which has been eliminated.

"We assumed that until such time that there is a significant funding source identified to pay for construction, the project
was on ice," Bost said.

That could not be further from the truth, MDOT's new project manager, Russell Charette, said Tuesday. He said 3EIK-2,
which would have cut through the mostly unpopulated center of Holden and was designated as the MDOT's preferred
route in 2003, was eliminated because of concerns about a "substantial environmental impact."

The project cannot go forward without a permit from the Army Corps of Engineers, which requires that the least
environmentally damaging option be used, Charette noted.

"We compare the various alternatives against one another," Jay Clement, Army Corps permit project manager, said
Thursday. "The 3EIK had very, very high environmental impacts and we had a tough time accepting that was going to be
the least environmentally damaging option for the project."

When Holden residents who live on Route 46, which is used by heavy trucks to connect from Route 9 to U.S. Route 1A,
complained in 1996 about the doubling of traffic along their front yards, they asked that alternative routes be discussed.

A public advisory committee created in September 2000 reviewed more than 70 route choices to ease traffic in the
Brewer-Eddington-Holden area and by 2008 had narrowed the list to two -- 3EIK-2, the state's former preferred choice,
and 2B2, identified as Holden's choice.

Raymond Faucher, a longtime MDOT project manager who is now retired, told Holden residents in 2005 that 3EIK-2 had
the least amount of residential displacements compared with the other alternatives considered.
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Brewer City Planner Linda Johns, who lives in Clifton and was the town's representative on the public advisory
committee, said this week that the countless hours local committee members spent working on the connector project
over nearly 12 years have been ignored.

"I have been disappointed in the entire process of this project," she said in a letter to Bost. "From the very beginning, the
PAC members were asked to draw lines [potential routes] even before all the information was available, thus creating
useless routes which were then slowly eliminated. From then on, I felt the PAC was only there to check a box on the
checklist and that decisions were already made by DOT and other agencies."

Johns continued: "It would be interesting to find out what happened over the past year and a half to make such a drastic
change in preferred routes. If it was determined by state and federal agencies that undeveloped land and wildlife habitat
needs to be preserved, then who is looking out for the people and their homes? I am all in favor of environmental
concerns but there has to be a balance with people."

Smith and Bost both said they strongly agree with Johns' position. They said the fact that the state is not allowing public
comments on its new preferred choice until the draft environmental impact statement is ready to be unveiled to the
public sometime later this spring also troubles them.

"It is going to displace some and it's going to take a lot of [other] people's property," Smith said. "That is why I am so
surprised [by the state's decision.] I didn't know how they could do that on their own."

Credit: Nok-Noi Ricker BDN Staff
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AUGUSTA, Maine -- State transportation officials
issued a statement Friday in response to local reaction
to the drastic change of plans for the proposed
I395/Route 9 connector project.

In an article published by the Bangor Daily News this
week, officials from Eddington and Brewer said they
were caught flatfooted by the Maine Department of
Transportation's plan to eliminate the route chosen in
2003. MDOT now supports a different route than
Holden residents favored.

Holden's town planner learned about the change
through MaineDOT's website and provided other local
officials an informal update. The new route would
extend I-395 at its Wilson Street junction and would
roughly follow the Holden-Brewer line until entering
Eddington and connecting to Route 9. The previous
route cut through the mostly unpopulated center of
Holden.

The state said concerns about environmental impact led to the change.

In a statement emailed to the Bangor Daily News on Friday by MDOT spokesman Ted Talbot, the department
apologized for inadequate outreach to leaders in municipalities that would be affected by the connector, which aims to
alleviate heavy traffic flow between the Canadian Maritime Provinces and the federal highway system.

"The Maine Department of Transportation ... regrets the insufficient outreach by MaineDOT to leaders of the affected
communities along the proposed I-395 US Route 9 connecter," the statement read. "Town officials and the residents of
Brewer, Holden, Eddington and Clifton deserve to be fully informed of all decisions and progress. We recognize that it is
our obligation to do so, and we will rectify this situation in the future.

"While no decisions have been made regarding whether or how to proceed with the Study, MaineDOT will continue to
focus on options that we can permit, build and afford with the least amount of overall environmental and community
impacts," the statement added.

"In the coming weeks, MaineDOT officials will refocus on the public process in which residents will have ongoing
opportunities to provide feedback including review of the draft environmental impact statement and public hearing(s) as
needed. We look forward to hearing from all interested parties," the statement concluded.

Credit: Dawn Gagnon BDN Staff
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I-395-Route 9 connector doesn't meet state criteria , Brewer resident claims
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BREWER, Maine -- The proposal that Maine
transportation officials recently selected as their new
preferred connector route to link Route 9 and Interstate
395 does not meet the state's own criteria, resident
Larry Adams told the City Council on Tuesday.

Adams had downloaded maps and I-395-Route 9
transportation study data from the Maine Department of
Transportation's website concerning the proposed route
to ease traffic flow between Canadian Maritime
Provinces and the federal highway system.

"Does it pass the study purpose? Well no," he said.
"Does it meet the [U.S.] Army Corps of Engineers
purpose? No."

Adams, who two weeks ago informed Brewer city
leaders about the MDOT's new preferred route, went
on to show the state's data from the last Public Advisory
Committee meeting in April 2009 that shows the state's new preferred route -- 2B2 -- does not meet the system linkage
issue and doesn't solve traffic congestion. It did past muster for safety concerns, the data show.

The 2B2 route would extend I-395 at its Wilson Street junction and roughly follow the Holden-Brewer line, mostly on the
Brewer side, until entering Eddington and connecting with 4.5 miles of rebuilt Route 9. It would not connect with any
other roads.

"Isn't that rather odd that something that doesn't pass four of the five needs" is the preferred choice, Adams said.

"According to the route comparison, 2B2 does not satisfy the purpose or needs of the study, it exceeds the design
criteria and it displaces 22 residents," Adams said later, reading from a July 2004 Bangor Daily News article. "The
3EIK-2 route meets all of the DOT study requirements and displaces only two homes."

The state selected 3EIK-2 as its preferred route in 2003 and recently changed to 2B2, the route preferred by Holden.

3EIK-2 would extend I-395 by almost two miles along the southern side of U.S. Route 1A in Holden before turning
northward and winding through mostly unpopulated areas until crossing Route 9, circumventing East Eddington and
reconnecting to Route 9 at the Eddington-Clifton town line.

While the state has a preferred route, transportation officials also have left two other alternatives -- 5A2B2 and 5B2B2 --
on the list for comparison, MDOT spokesman Ted Talbot said Tuesday.

The Federal Highway Administration, which eventually will pay for the project, the Maine Department of Transportation
and the Army Corps of Engineers agreed to study the three alternatives in the spring of 2011.

The 5A2B2 route extends I-395 at its most southerly point by approximately one mile and then turns north to a junction
with U.S. Route 1A, roughly following the Holden-Brewer line, mostly on the Brewer side, until entering Eddington and
connecting with Route 9.

The 5B2B2 route would extend I-395 at its Wilson Street junction and would wind north toward the Eastern Avenue and
Lambert Road junction, then would parallel the Brewer-Holden town line until crossing into Eddington and turning east
toward Route 9.

"It breaks my heart that this happened," Adams said. "I don't feel I can protect my home."

Former City Councilor Manley DeBeck, who was the council's representative on the public advisory committee and
worked on the project for nearly a decade, said after the last committee meeting, "it sounded like, at least to me, that it
would be put on the shelf" because of the lack of federal funding.

MDOT estimates the project will cost $70 million to $101 million.

DeBeck went on to say, "I smell a rat."

Mayor Jerry Goss said the council would have an order concerning the proposed connector before them in February.
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The last official action the council took was in April 2009, when it endorsed the state's preferred route, which now has
been abandoned.

"Hopefully, we can plan a course that will be effective for our citizens" and not circumvent 10 years of hard work,
Councilor Joseph Ferris said.
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