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“Everything 2B-2 for 2016” web posting for 2.19.2016: 

2.19.2016: Bangor Daily News article. NOAA-National Marine 

Fisheries Services—one of the many cooperating agencies to 

this study—shares jurisdiction of Atlantic salmon with the 

USFWS. You won’t find any comments to the DEIS from 

NOAA, they opted to let the USFWS work the issue. According 

to this article, NOAA will be spending $5 million per year over 

the next five years on projects to stop the decline of Atlantic 

salmon, while seeking applications for $9 million in 

community-based habitat restoration. How does NOAA 

reconcile spending millions to “stop the decline of the 

species…at risk of extinction in the near future” at the same 

time that this study has selected an alternative that will cross 

2 streams with Atlantic salmon and critical habitat with 

12,000+ vehicles per day by 2040? The previous preferred 

alternative did not impact anadromous fish. Why did frogs 

and salamanders living in vernal pools—temporary non-

spring-fed pools that may not even exist from one year to the 

next—seem to have more criticality in this study than Atlantic 

salmon? Frogs and salamanders aided the removal of the 

3EIK-2/preferred alternative and the replacement of same 

with 2B-2, an alternative that only met 20% of purpose and 

needs in April 2009. Atlantic salmon—let’s drive 12,000 

vehicles over their habitat every single day—shouldn’t be an 

issue!! Once again, best practices seem to have been thrown 

out the window… 

 

http://i395rt9hardlook.com/everything-2b-2-for-2016/
http://bangordailynews.com/2016/02/19/outdoors/salmon-in-the-spotlight-noaa-devoting-resources-to-maine-fish/
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2B-2 crosses 2 streams containing anadromous fish—YET—this study’s first 
preferred alternative (3EIK-2) did not impact anadromous fish at all and was 
dismissed in Sept2010: “other alternatives less environmentally damaging.” 

 

 

          Excerpt of BDN 2.19.2016 article by  Aislinn Sarnacki:

Efforts to save Maine’s wild Atlantic salmon from extinction will be ramped up in the coming years thanks to the new 

“Species in Spotlight” initiative launched by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The campaign’s five-

year plan includes an estimated $25 million in federal funding for projects aimed at stopping the decline of the species and 

moving them toward recovery…NOAA is seeking applications for $9 million in community-based habitat restoration.  
 

The “Species in the Spotlight” initiative is a concerted agencywide effort to save and bring public attention to species of the 

United States that are among the most at risk of extinction in the near future. The Atlantic salmon of the Gulf of Maine was 

among eight species selected for the initiative.  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

2B-2 crosses two streams containing anadromous fish—the study’s first preferred 
alternative (3EIK-2) had no such impact. This study was turned on its head by frogs, 
salamanders and vernal pools—yet 2B-2 will cross 2 streams containing Atlantic salmon 
and their critical habitat with an AADT between 11,560 and 13,000 vehicles/day by 
2040. One of the eight “Species in the Spotlight” most at risk of extinction is the Atlantic 
Salmon Gulf of Maine DPS. When you hear that 2B-2 is the least environmentally 
damaging alternative—ask why Atlantic salmon are seemingly treated as less endangered 
than frogs and salamanders living in vernal pools that may no longer even exist.  
 

NOAA is a Cooperating Agency on this I-395/Route 9 Transportation Study—yet NOAA 
did not make comments to the DEIS. NOAA-National Marine Fisheries Service shares 
joint jurisdiction over the Atlantic salmon with the USFWS, the USFWS took the lead on 
this study. Now NOAA’s five year plan is to spend $25 million on “projects aimed at 
stopping the decline of the species” and “seeking applications for $9 million in 
community-based habitat restoration”. NOAA should exercise their joint jurisdiction and 
weigh in on 2B-2’s impacts if this issue is suddenly so important as to spend $25 million! 

 

 How better to restore critical habitat than not to construct 2B-2… 

“Atlantic salmon are anadromous fish, spending the first half of 

their lives in freshwater rivers and streams and the second half 

maturing and feeding in the ocean. They then return to their natal 

river to spawn, completing their life cycles.” BDN 2.19.2016 

 

http://www.i395-rt9-study.com/DEIS/AppC.pdf
http://bangordailynews.com/2016/02/19/outdoors/salmon-in-the-spotlight-noaa-devoting-resources-to-maine-fish/
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/pr/species/Species%2520in%2520the%2520Spotlight/atlantic_salmon_spotlight_species_5-year_action_plan_final_draft_jan_25_2016.pdf&sa=D&ust=1455825689027000&usg=AFQjCNH1jiZ_s-mRjF79UOrgIzBIKFX4xw
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/pr/species/Species%2520in%2520the%2520Spotlight/atlantic_salmon_spotlight_species_5-year_action_plan_final_draft_jan_25_2016.pdf&sa=D&ust=1455825689027000&usg=AFQjCNH1jiZ_s-mRjF79UOrgIzBIKFX4xw
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/mediacenter/2016/02_February/05___.html&sa=D&ust=1455825689031000&usg=AFQjCNGY7bD3Tu0SI0knzELyMsEPNVHJyw
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/stories/2015/05/05_14_15species_in_the_spotlight.html&sa=D&ust=1455825689029000&usg=AFQjCNEu2I571KAbf2Fq7rsXrdk0T7fJow
http://i395rt9hardlook.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Re_-NEPA-Compliance-of-I-395_Route-9-Transportation-Study-9.10.15.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/stories/2015/05/05_14_15species_in_the_spotlight.html
http://www.i395-rt9-study.com/DEIS/00Cov.pdf
http://www.i395-rt9-study.com/Pubs/Draft_Comments.pdf
http://www.i395-rt9-study.com/Pubs/Draft_Comments.pdf

