
I've got to follow Gretchen? You're kidding me. Thank you very much. I'll be quick. I think 
Gretchen certainly reiterated most of my concerns that I came with here tonight. My name 
is Ben Pratt. I live in Eddington. I grew up actually off of 46, so I can certainly sympathize 
with the folks over there and sympathize with the original goals of this plan, which as we 
just heard, you know, made sense to a lot of people. This is why we're so confused about the 
new preferred route, at least me personally. 
 
I live now right where your new connector is supposed to come on in, bulldoze my across 
the street neighbor's house and then dump truck traffic pretty much in this beautiful arc 
that the lights and the jake brakes shine right in my picture window if you were trying to 
head back towards town coming off of your new route, so I obviously have a little personal 
interest in this. But I think from my experience in both working the public safety here in 
town and other necks of the woods and in my time that I served in the Legislature I - I'm 
really questioning the process and I'm obviously upset about that for all of the reasons 
Gretchen just mentioned and how I feel like a lot of these towns have felt we have been out 
of the loop since 2009 and all of a sudden what I think the term was magic fairy dust got 
sprinkled down on a route that we long ago thought was off the table. And to be honest, I 
think most people who know me here, I'm a vernal pool guy, you know what I mean. I like 
vernal pools. I want to see us protect vernal pools and I don't apologize for that. So I can 
understand and appreciate work going towards trying to mitigate environmental impacts 
on the way that we do things and I think that's important and I think we should continue to 
do that. I just think it all comes back to me right now in this idea of this now the proposed 
route that -- the preferred route is it's a solution in looking for a problem. We have a 
problem, this doesn't meet it, so we're using an environmental aspect to push it down on us 
and that frustrates me and that angers me in some ways and I'm a little frustrated. You've 
heard about these bad wrecks that we're having in Eddington. I've been on them a lot. I've 
seen too many dead people from people from car wrecks on Route 46 and on Route 9 and I 
don't want to see any more of them. I don't see how adding this preferred route and 
dropping traffic off 395 right onto Route 9 at the bottom the Meadowbrook Hill how that 
benefits anyone's safety, people on 46, people on 1A or certainly people on Route 9. I think 
you need to look more at that. You want to talk about, you know, things you need to look at, 
the safety aspect for me is huge. The school bus stops right there at the -- right there today I 
was sitting in my dooryard sitting raking up and trying to do some spring cleaning, I 
promise I'll get it cleaned up eventually, but people coming down off the Meadowbrook Hill, 
trucks coming down off the Meadowbrook Hill hammer down off Meadowbrook Hill 
Slowing down trying to, you know, coming right up on the back of a little minivan right 
there because they've got a school bus stopped pretty much right in front of my house. 
That's every time you go down Route 9, you know, keep heading towards 46 and you're 
going to see that every single time, you know, and it's not worth it. I just don't understand 
what we're trying to accomplish here. It's not worth it.  
 
My personal opinion is No-Build is the cheapest, No-Build is the least environmentally 
destructive, and No-Build keeps our community put together. I don't want to see our 
community divided physically, you know, we're already divided ideologically in a lot of 



ways and we don't need to be divided physically right smack down the middle of this road. 
It's not worth it. It's not good for this community and I don't see what the greater good is. 
 
I spent four years of my life busting my tail down in Augusta for the greater good, what I 
thought was really truly working for the greater good, and if I thought for an instant that 
this road building was going to be somehow greater for the greater good of the state, 
greater good for my community, greater good for -- I'm will to take some hits. I'm willing to 
have some of it dumped out in my dooryard if I honestly thought it was going to be better 
for a whole lot bigger group of people and I fail to see it.  
 
So I appreciate you coming and listening to us and taking it. I'm sure you're going to get 
some more tonight and I'll be sure to write something to you in writing, but environmental 
impact, absolutely continue to work on that, continue to look at that and you're going to 
come to the conclusion and I think everybody will, and it's already been said environmental 
impact, minimal environmental impact is not really a giant road across Brewer, Holden, or 
in Eddington. That's not the least environmental impact. Public safety, I don't want to see -- 
I don't want to see bad wrecks. I'm sick and tired of seeing bad wrecks. This doesn't seem to 
do anything to help that. Certainly bringing something this side of 46 doesn't even meet the 
original project goal and that's why we're confused and frustrated. Thank you for your time 
and I'll let other people talk, but have a good night. (Applause.) 
 
 


