
My name is Rusty Gagnon. I am a resident and property owner in the Town of Eddington. 
And actually my brothers and I grew up here from way back in the '40s and we won't talk 
about much more than that except that my youngest brother currently lives on the property 
that our grandmother purchased in the '20s, so we have been here a while. I can remember 
when my brothers and I used to be able to walk from what is now called Squirrel Lane 
down to the store that is now called Tradewinds, we could walk along the main road and we  
didn't have to worry, our parents didn't worry about us. I wouldn't have any child walk that 
distance now.  
 
I strongly oppose the I-395/Route 9 connector project for the following reasons: Eddington 

has historical significance in Maine's history. We just celebrated the town's bicentennial. 

Route 9 originally known as the Airline Route is part of that history. Data from current use 

of Highway 46, and I have this from a neighbor of mine who has access to the data, supports 

that a projected truck traffic increase of four to six times the current Route's 9 use will take 

place if this connection goes forward as planned. Four to six times than we're currently 

experiencing. And I'm on shoreline property, so I have enough DEP regulations to choke a 

fish with. Neither the big rig trucks nor the Canadian car traffic currently recognizes our 

posted speed limits, 35 to 45 miles an hour or the 15 miles an hour within certain 

boundaries close to the elementary school at certain times and we've got some deputies 

here who can probably attest to that. The projected traffic increase will necessitate 

doubling or tripling our contracted law enforcement. The town taxpayers will recover none 

of that cost. Traffic violation revenues are split between Penobscot County government and 

state government so we may be putting out $24,000 a year in contracted law enforcement 

and vehicle traffic, but we're going to get none of it back. Increased traffic will result in 

more engine oil surface runoff resulting in more ground soil and water pollution in Davis 

Pond and we already have water erosion thanks to the height of Route 9 right now. My 

brother has half of his property that is totally destroyed by water erosion. And I have 

pictures of it going straight into Davis Pond. And behind Troy Grather's house you don't 

want to even think about how many trees have been uprooted totally because of the water 

erosion and now you're going to add even more soil and oil from the trucks.  

Shoreland residents have been working very diligently to improve the water quality in 
Davis Pond over the years to bring back better fishing, fowl life, and recreational quality for 
the people who use it not just the people who live there. Your project is not going to help 
the cause at all.  
 
We have an elementary school and a middle school and students who are bussed to Bangor, 
Brewer, and surrounding area high schools. This requires a daily minimum of nine busses, 
and that's my conservative estimate, on Route 9 making frequent stops at least twice a day. 
In the winter months it is still dark when the busses pick up the children at their driveways 
and close to dark when the children return. The projected increase in commercial traffic  



will increase the danger of everyone particularly the children walking along the side of the 
road. Winter weather conditions only add to the danger especially when DOT leaves large 
snow deposits at the end of our driveways and we can't get through it.  
 
With the additional traffic the school bus stops will create a lager neck. Impatient and 
inattentive drivers will try to bypass the school busses or may hit them. Designated periodic 
school bus pick-up and delivery stops are not acceptable because of the ages of the children. 
They need to be dropped and pick up at their driveways. Route 9 is our main street. It's not 
just Route 9. It's the main road. It was always the main road even before it became Route 9. 
We do not have sidewalks. Our residents use it to walk, bicycle, and jog. There is even a 
bicycle run that starts from Eddington School this weekend. During summer months large 
bicycling groups use Route 9 for their trips. None of these activities will be safe with the 
projected increase of traffic. Our weekly trash collection requires residents to place trash 
containers and bags alongside Route 9 where the trash truck collects them stopping at each 
driveway. Many of us have to load the trash into our cars and trucks and drive it up to the 
frontage road at the top of our driveways, the end of our driveways for it to be pickup. As it 
is on windy days the increased wind caused by large trucks frequently blow the trash, the 
trash bags in particular down into the wooded property or out and across the roadways. I 
have myself more than once had to chase a bag. It will be worse, possibly fatal, with 
projected increase.  
 
In recent years, the Eddington Planning Board, the town's Board of Selectmen, and voters 
approved a Comprehensive Master Zoning Ordinance which complies with all of the 
mandated State of Maine regulations including environmentally protected areas. I went to 
many of the planning meetings to look at where the water was, where we could, where we  
couldn't, where we did, where we didn't. This project will destroy the Master Plan. We are a 
rural agricultural community by choice. As such, we have a limited but essential business 
tax base. The conditions laid down by MaineDOT significantly affect the towns' ability to 
retain and encourage businesses in those areas zoned for commercial and in industrial 
business purposes. The remaining property and business owners will end up being taxed at 
a higher rate to recover those taxes lost because of the connector. Insisting property 
owners in the areas designated to be sold to only MaineDOT will also be negatively 
impacted. Many cannot afford to move. Many are retired and living on fixed incomes. Many  
have horses, cows, several pets, et cetera. MaineDOT will never pay what the homes or the 
properties are worth to the current owners. Eddington residents have established central 
support resources in Bangor and Brewer such as doctors, grocery stores, dry cleaners, 
churches, hospital, et cetera, to which they can afford to drive. You should know there is no 
public transportation that serves Eddington. Moving into or further away from Bangor or 
Brewer is not financially feasible for these individuals. Additionally, the increased traffic 
will be dangerous for many of our senior citizen residents to drive in.  
 
Eddington's property tax rate is already high. For shoreland property owners it is higher 
still, I can attest to that. The state does not pay its full share of the school district's annual 
cost, thereby forcing property owners to pick up that portion which the state does not. And 
that's already.  



For reasons stated above the I-395/Route 9 connector project will reduce home property 

values at the same time it will increase property taxes. Collectively these items that I have 

mentioned will kill the Town of Eddington. While the town does not need the connector 

project it cannot survive with it. The project plans to eliminate important wetlands. How 

DEP approved this plan amazes me. It will affect the area's animal wildlife, deer, red fox, 

raccoons, porcupines, wild turkeys, skunk and an occasional bear. And I've had all but the 

bear in my backyard, but John has had one. Migrating fowl, ducks of numerous varieties, 

Canadian Geese, that's the only thing in Canada I appreciate having here, and the loons that 

live on Davis Pond and the migratory birds. It is our understanding that agreements were 

reportedly made between MaineDOT and the Town of Brewer at the time the I-395 ramps 

in Brewer were constructed protecting the remaining area wetlands. Somehow this project 

appears to violate that agreement.  

The project brings no permanent or long-term financial benefit to Eddington. Just like when 
Route 9 was reconstructed two years ago, contracts would go to companies outside Maine. 
That job went to New Hampshire. Moreover the workers, though temporary, will not come 
from our area either. This project brings absolutely no benefits to Eddington. None. With 
the strong possibility of the privately funded east/west highway, which will have area off-
ramps not included in your project, the connector project may never be needed. At the very 
least until the east/west highway is completed and traffic needs re-evaluated the I-
395/Route 9 connector project should be shelved. From the perspective of using tax payer 
monies, which is what state and federal funding is, the State of Maine would be better off 
using the funding to repair current roads and bridges. Highway 15 from 1A to Stonington is 
a good example or local area streets with potholes that go to China. It is not beneficial 
creating something neither needed nor wanted. My taxes go into whatever funds are being  
targeted and I know that this is not a good use of my money.  
 
Please consider these arguments presented and know that I am speaking not only for 
myself but also for the households of my two brothers who, too, have year-round homes on 
Davis Pond. Our driveways are directly off Route 9. I can see and hear the current truck 
traffic and the increase is intolerable. My neighbors feel the same. Thank you very much. 
(Applause.) 
 
 
 


