
Yup, Jim Kurtz. I live down here on 178, Riverside Drive. I haven't been in this 
area long, but I have friends that live in this area. For years I've driven from 
Brewer to Ellsworth, Ellsworth to Brewer and I saw what the DOT did when 
they put in 395. It was a joke, okay. You know, because people don't know 
how to yield. How many here know what yield means raise your hands? Well, 
when people are coming off 395 they don't know what yield means and do 
you know how many times I almost got run off that road because of what you 
did there?  
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER: It's a race.  
 
And then what you did you improved Route 1A to Ellsworth. Well, that's like a 
drag strip, you know. I wish the state police would stay on that road 
constantly. And I've seen many accidents. I've been stopped in traffic. You 
know, I don't know how you come up with designing roads, but, you know, 
what you're talking about here we don't need it. It's a waste of money. 
(Applause.) 
 
You know, we need something, yeah, we do need something to fix the traffic 
problems in places, but we need something done differently, you know, and 
maybe we should put more money into, you know, like I said, the state police 
and getting them on the roads like on Route 1A going down through Ellsworth 
and pulling people over and really ticketing them because it's -- it is -- it's like 
a drag race and I've been driving that road for 20 years. And, you know, what 
they do down to Lucerne is, you know, they decided, oh, let's put in a, you 
know, in the center line they put grooves in it so people won't cross the center 
line, that's not going to solve anything. You know, maybe because you think 
people fall asleep, that's not what it is. People are passing, coming down 
through Lucerne, okay. I see people, you know, it's one lane and then two 
lanes coming up from Ellsworth, I see people actually going over into that 
passing lane so they can pass people, you know. So I think you all got to sit 
back and rethink what's going on here. Maybe, you know -- maybe this 
east/west highway, I don't know much about that, maybe that's the answer 
and hold off until if they do put the east/west highway in maybe that's what 
they need to do. Let's hold off, you know, if that's going to go through, let that 
go through and let's just back off this. And what I would rather see is some 
other kind of, you know, more police presence on Route 46, on 9. I'm sure, you 
know, maybe you can take some money out of the transportation budget and 
put it into the police fund or whatever for the state police, you know, and try 



to slow people down, that's where the problem is. You know, it's not 
expanding roads and more roads because it just takes -- how many of you here 
drive 1A? Look what's happened. How many deadly accidents happened on it 
just last year? So did expanding 1A solve anything? No, it didn't. I think when 
it was in worse shape it slowed people down. So I'd like you just to, you know, 
rethink it and we don't need this. Let's see what happens with the east/west 
highway first and see what that's going to do. (Applause.) 
 


