
 
 
I'm going to take a little bit different approach. I'm Bruce Pratt. I live just off Route 46 and 
for the last 20 years I've driven on 46 most every day. If the DOT builds some damn 
shoulders to begin with the road would be a lot safer, so I really think we lose sight of things  
some times and that's what I want to talk about. If you build it, they will come. The worst 
thing we can do is encourage more traffic by building a faster way to get that traffic here. I 
mean, that's counter-intuitive. I'm an English teacher. I'm not an engineer, but I know it's 
counter-intuitive. And also the last time I spoke at a meeting here aside from wearing all 
purple and white today just in solidarity with my friends from Brewer. And I mean that 
about the solidarity. This is about our neighborhood. It's about where we live. This road is 
not going to go through my property. It probably is not going to cost me any money, but it's 
going to hurt my neighbors and friends, the people that my children grew up with, the 
people I live with, the people I see all of the time, and so therefore, I'm so strongly against 
this for a couple reasons. This is twentieth century thinking in the twenty-first century. We 
don't need more highways. Maine has too damn many highways now. (Applause.) We have  
two interstates that were built and they were completely stupidly constructed. We could 
have had a connector from Lewiston, but no, we had to have a separate -- whole separate 
interstate. We are dying under the weight of our infrastructure. We can't pay to fix it. We 
have a political climate where the thought is we can't bond a great deal for that. I'm not an 
expert on that and I'm not taking a position on that. We don't need another road and we 
don't have to accept another road. And this whole idea that a group of people just because 
they have a certain job in our state can make us have this road? No. No. Lots of things bigger 
than this have been stopped before. We don't need the road. We don't want the road. We 
don't have to have the road. We're not going to let you build a road. (Applause.) So when 
somebody said not only is No-Build the smartest thing financially, it will also win this whole 
thing a lot faster and we have much better and more important things to do in the State of 
Maine, way more important than some more concrete and some more asphalt.  
 
 


