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Where appropriate, highway improvements such as...upgrading roads from two lanes to four 
lanes...can reduce traffic fatalities and accidents and improve traffic flow to help relieve 
congestion. http://www.tripnet.org/docs/Fact_Sheet_ME.pdf 

http://www.tripnet.org/docs/Fact_Sheet_ME.pdf


 

  
Previous research has clearly shown that a full-scale upgrade from a rural two-lane highway to 
a divided four-lane facility can result in notable crash reduction. Predicted crash reductions for 
conversion from a typical two-lane roadway to a four-lane divided section ranged from 40 to 60 
percent. (pg.137) 
  
http://d2dtl5nnlpfr0r.cloudfront.net/tti.tamu.edu/documents/0-4618-1.pdf 
  
The decade long criteria for a 4-lane divided highway future upgrade was eliminated by the 
MaineDOT by October 2011: 

  
Change made to typical section since our last meeting, the project considered having two lanes 
of highway constructed within right-of-way sufficient to accommodate four lanes in the future. 
That has now changed to two lanes of highway within right-of-way that accommodates two 
lanes but does not accommodate four lane construction in the future.  
  
http://www.i395-rt9-study.com/Pubs/EIS%2010-11-11c.pdf 
  

WHY? 
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