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Roadway Improvements Can Save Lives and Reduce Traffic Crashes

¢ Roadway conditions are a significant factor in approximately one-third of traffic fatalities. There
were 164 traffic fatalities in 2012 in Maine. A total of 775 people died on Maine’s highways
from 2008 through 2012,

e Maine's traffic fatality rate of 1.16 fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles of travel is higher than
the national average of 1.13.

» Motor vehicle crashes cost Maine $912 million per year, $715 for each resident. in medical costs,
lost productivity, travel delays, workplace costs, insurance costs and legal costs.

e  Where appropriate, lughway improvements such as removing or shielding obstacles, adding or
improving medians. widening lanes and shoulders, upgrading roads from two lanes to four lanes,
and improving road markings and traffic signals can reduce traffic fatalities and accidents and
improve traffic flow to help relieve congestion.

e According to a study conducted by the Federal Highway Administration, $100 million spent on
highway safety improvements will save 145 lives over a 10-year period.

Data from the U5 Cemsus, the US, Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway Adwiwistration, the Bureau of Transportation Statistics, the
National Highway Traffic Sqfety Administration, tee Congresvional Budger Qffice and the Texas Transportadion Frstifude was compiled and onalyzed By
TRIF, a nomprofit transporfation research group based fn Washington, D.C, Information is the latest available,
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Where appropriate, highway improvements such as...upgrading roads from two lanes to four
lanes...can reduce traffic fatalities and accidents and improve traffic flow to help relieve
congestion. http://www.tripnet.org/docs/Fact Sheet ME.pdf



http://www.tripnet.org/docs/Fact_Sheet_ME.pdf
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Previous research has clearly shown that a full-scale upgrade from a rural two-lane highway to
a divided four-lane facility can result in notable crash reduction. Predicted crash reductions for
conversion from a typical two-lane roadway to a four-lane divided section ranged from 40 to 60
percent. (pg.137)

http://d2dtl5nnlpfrOr.cloudfront.net/tti.tamu.edu/documents/0-4618-1.pdf

The decade long criteria for a 4-lane divided highway future upgrade was eliminated by the
MaineDOT by October 2011:

Change made to typical section since our last meeting, the project considered having two lanes
of highway constructed within right-of-way sufficient to accommodate four lanes in the future.
That has now changed to two lanes of highway within right-of-way that accommodates two
lanes but does not accommodate four lane construction in the future.

http://www.i395-rt9-study.com/Pubs/E1S%2010-11-11c.pdf

WHY?
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