
 

Good evening to all.  

The latest MaineDOT I-395/Route 9 Transportation Study Update: 

 

  

I ask that our Legislative Delegation please have Mr. Charette clarify his statement: You will note that the I-
395/Route 9 Study is not in the Work Plan for the next three years and cannot be scheduled for any future design 
work until a Record of Decision is received. I found his statement to be somewhat confusing and in my cynical 
mind maybe a little-bit misleading. 

While it is true that the I-395/Route 9 Study is not in the current version of the Work Plan, the Record of 
Decision is only months away. Once the FEIS is finalized and distributed for review, the ROD can be issued 30 
days later. The ROD is the final step in the EIS process and the start of final engineering and acquiring properties 
leading to construction.  



If the statement by Mr. Charette is considered an absolute, it would seem to indicate that the project would be 
placed on hold until 2017. However, I find it hard to believe that the MaineDOT and the FHWA intend to wait 
three years to continue work on this project, especially with the opposition against it; I believe that following 
the ROD, the MaineDOT and the FHWA will actively pursue additional funding and this project will be included in 
an amended version of the current Work Plan. That is why clarification of his statement is so important. Please 
prove me wrong... 

 

 

 

Another statement needing clarification: In an effort to be able to advertise 2014 construction season projects in 
a timely manner, MaineDOT requested that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services prioritize their efforts to  complete 
the environmental processing for those other projects due to be constructed this year before completing the BO 
for the I-395/Route 9 Transportation Study. With a known $300 million ($100 million/year) shortfall in funding 
for the current 3 Year Work Plan, does that mean that the 2014 projects will be completely funded by taking 
away funding from 2015 and 2016 projects? Or in other words, 2014 projects are now fully funded and the 
projects scheduled for the years 2015 and 2016 face a shortfall of $300 million ($150 million/year). Once again, I 
must strongly suggest that the $61 million to be spent on this unviable connector project would be better spent 
on the unmet needs of our state.  

Thank you for your time and consideration of my views, Larry Adams  


