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Good afternoon to all: 
  
Senator Collins quoted some of the same data in her June 21st weekly column as I have been 
providing to you over the past several months; however, I humbly offer that when Senator 
Collins says the same thing, it carries a little more weight. 
  
Senator Collins stated that the poor condition of our roads and bridges ends up costing Maine 
drivers, on average, an extra $299 a year in car repairs. How much is that statewide? Read the 
following quote from the TRIP research group using that same $299/year figure: 
  
Driving on rough roads costs the average Maine motorist an average of $299 annually in extra 
vehicle operating costs, a total of $301 million statewide. Costs include accelerated vehicle 
depreciation, additional repair costs, and increased fuel consumption and tire wear. 
http://www.tripnet.org/docs/ME_Transportation_by_the_Numbers_TRIP_Report_Oct_2012.pdf 

  
The State of Maine needs to take a hard look at our failing infrastructure, the forecasted 
shortfalls in the Maine Highway Fund and the Federal Highway Trust Fund, the recent 
downgrade in Transportation Bonds and the sluggish economic recovery before funding any 
new projects. This State needs to attack our failing infrastructure head-on with every asset that 
it can muster. Asphalt prices alone have increased more than threefold (323%) over the past 
decade; delaying the repair and replacement of our failing infrastructure will only cost us more 
money in the end.  Existing infrastructure must take priority over new construction. 
  
Please support the NO-BUILD alternative for the I-395/Route 9 Transportation Study; that 
money can be best spent rebuilding our crumbling infrastructure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tripnet.org/docs/ME_Transportation_by_the_Numbers_TRIP_Report_Oct_2012.pdf
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http://www.collins.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/weekly-column?ID=0944b1f4-c65d-4b04-8b2a-b87df49f00e1 
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