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 Cc: Personal addresses redacted. 

 
 

Good evening to all, 

  

CBS news ran a segment this morning based on an article in today’s USA Today, the condition of 

the roads within the nation – similar data as I’ve already provided but in a slightly different 

format. I also found a May 2013 TRIP report on bridges in the nation – again similar data as I’ve 

already provided but in a slightly different format.  

  

It’s going to take a lot of money to dig our way out of the mess that has become of our 

infrastructure – what is needed first is a clear set of priorities.  We should not be spending our 

limited state and federal tax revenues on the I-395/Route 9 connector project or any other new 

project, while we are traveling each day on deficient roads and bridges. Driving on rough roads 

in the Bangor area costs the average motorist $375 a year in extra vehicle operating costs.  

  

Adding more miles to the state’s transportation system without adequately maintaining the 

existing infrastructure doesn’t make good Financial $ense.  

  

Thanks for your consideration, Larry Adams 
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Another set of bad numbers—same old story: 

 

 

 

                                                                              

 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/07/28/roads-bridges-decaying/2594499/ 

 46.9% of Maine’s roads are in fair condition.  

 

 30.0% of Maine’s roads are in poor condition.  

 

 76.9% of Maine’s roads are in poor to fair condition.  

 

   Only 23.0% of the roads in Maine are rated in good condition. 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/07/28/roads-bridges-decaying/2594499/
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More Data on Maine’s Deficient Bridges: 

                      

 

  

 

 http://www.tripnet.org/docs/TRIP_National_Bridge_News_Release_052413.pdf 

 

 

2012 Bridge Conditions per May 2013 TRIP Data: 

 Total Number of Bridges in Maine: 2,408 

 

 Number of Structurally Deficient Bridges in Maine: 356 

o Percentage of Structurally Deficient Bridges in Maine: 15% 

 

 Number of Functionally Obsolete Bridges in Maine: 436 

o Percentage of Functionally Obsolete Bridges in Maine: 18 % 

 

 Total Number of Deficient Bridges in Maine: 792 

o Percentage of Deficient Bridges in Maine: 33% 

 

 Essentially—1/3 of the total 2,408 bridges in the state of 

Maine are in need of repair or replacement.  Feeling lucky? 

 

http://www.tripnet.org/docs/TRIP_National_Bridge_News_Release_052413.pdf
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Suggestions: 

Institute a Goal to Improve the Condition of Maine’s Infrastructure: 
 
Maintenance, repair and replacement of Maine’s current infrastructure must have priority 
over new construction for the next ten years OR until the deteriorating infrastructure is 
repaired to a level equal to/or less than 10% (=/<10%) from the present levels of 30-33 %. 
  
The current infrastructure must be appropriately maintained before adding one more mile 
of pavement to Maine’s transportation system. 

 Delaying infrastructure maintenance will require increased future capital investment. 

 The average age of Maine’s bridges is 50 years—as deficient roads and bridges are 
repaired, other roads and bridges continue to denigrate making infrastructure 
maintenance an on-going requirement that cannot be ignored. 

 
The program goal would be to have less than 10% of deficient roads and bridges in the 
transportation system at any given time, with the caveat that newly identified deficiencies 
must be addressed immediately in the MDOT’s next three year work plan. I believe, with the 
proper funding and priority, 10% or less is an attainable goal. AND—just think of all the 
construction jobs that would become available immediately throughout the state of Maine. 
This would be a pro-Maine, pro-MDOT program. Utilizing standard engineering plans as a 
template for all future repairs would speed up the repair cycle and assure that contractors 
throughout the state could bid on the repairs. The public will readily support this program as 
they observe improved conditions. I perceive this program as a win-win for all Mainers. 
 

Identify Maine’s Deficient Bridges: 
 
One can normally assess road conditions visibly but we drive on bridges every day without 
any idea what is hidden under the deck. My suggestion would be to identify all deficient 
bridges, greater than 20 feet in length, utilizing a simple color-coded placard:  

 Functionally obsolete bridges would have a yellow placard. 

 Structurally deficient bridges would have a red placard. 
 

The public deserves to know the real-time condition of Maine’s infrastructure and the 
placards would allow the public to gauge potential impacts for themselves. It would help the 
State and the MDOT increase their public credibility in bonding requests and the budgetary 
process—the public could actually see why the money is needed, what the money is to be 
used for, and where the money is spent. Another win-win. 

 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
Larry Adams 


