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  Cc: Personal addresses redacted. 

   

 

Good afternoon to all, 

Last April, I provided a document addressing Maine’s failed infrastructure (roads and bridges) with 

data from the TRIP Research Group and the American Society of Civil Engineers.  

The attached document is another group’s perspective on the condition of our nation’s bridges.  

14.8% (one in seven for a total of 356) of Maine’s 2,408 bridges are rated as structurally deficient as 

reported by Transportation for America.  

33% of major roads in the state are rated poor or mediocre as reported by the TRIP Research Group. 

I’d prefer a pothole than to find myself going through the deck of a bridge. 

We can no longer ignore our failing infrastructure; this problem has obviously been festering for 

years and needs immediate attention with a change in priority at the State and the Federal level.  
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How can the state of Maine contemplate building a brand new bypass, or contemplate building a 

brand new connector, or contemplate adding additional lanes to an interstate when our existing roads 

and bridges are in such disrepair? 

“Adding more miles to our transportation system in this current fiscal environment doesn’t make 

financial sense,” said Bernhardt, “Our responsibility going forward is to manage our existing 

infrastructure within our existing budget.” (MaineDOT Commissioner Ends Plans To Build Bypass 

Around Wiscasset. 8.1.11)  

 

I don’t believe the economic environment surrounding transportation issues has improved since the 

Commissioner’s proclamation two years ago and in fact with a sluggish economic recovery and 

forecasted shortfalls in the state’s Highway Fund—the environment may have worsened.  

 

AND just today in the BDN: Fitch Ratings has downgraded some of Maine’s transportation bonds, 

citing a “sluggish” economy among other factors in its decision. The rating agency on Friday 

downgraded the Maine Municipal Bond Bank’s $208.9 million transportation infrastructure revenue 

bonds from AA to AA-, according to a news release. The agency claimed in its statement that “the 

downgrade reflects the state’s sluggish economic performance in the recovery, weak demographic 

trends, and a statutory change in the fuel taxes that makes collections more sensitive to shifts in fuel 

consumption.”  

 

In the simplest of terms—shouldn’t repair and/or replacement of existing failed infrastructure TRUMP 

new construction? 

 

Thank you for your consideration, Larry Adams 

 

http://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/index.php?topic=DOT_Press_Releases&id=279591&v=article
http://bangordailynews.com/2013/07/15/business/ratings-agency-downgrades-maine-transportation-bonds/
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Another Negative State Ranking—Maine’s Bridges are 9th Worst in the Nation: 

Nearly a third—30 percent—of Maine’s bridges (20 feet or longer) are currently rated as structurally deficient or 

functionally obsolete. Fourteen percent of Maine’s bridges (20 feet or longer) are rated as structurally deficient. 

Sixteen percent of Maine’s bridges are rated functionally obsolete.  

http://www.tripnet.org/docs/ME_Transportation_by_the_Numbers_TRIP_Report_Oct_2012.pdf 

 

 

https://www.mpbn.net/News/MaineHeadlineNews/tabid/968/ctl/ViewItem/mid/3479/ItemId/28569/Default.aspx 

http://www.tripnet.org/docs/ME_Transportation_by_the_Numbers_TRIP_Report_Oct_2012.pdf
https://www.mpbn.net/News/MaineHeadlineNews/tabid/968/ctl/ViewItem/mid/3479/ItemId/28569/Default.aspx
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http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/ 

What does structurally deficient mean? Highway bridges have three primary components: 1) the deck, which 

is the top surface of the bridge that cars, trucks and people cross; 2) the superstructure, which supports the 

deck; and 3) the substructure, which uses the ground to support the superstructure. Each of these bridge 

features is given a rating between 0 and 9 when inspected, with 9 signifying the best condition. Federal 

guidelines classify bridges as “structurally deficient” if one of the three key components is rated at 4 or less 

(poor or worse), meaning engineers have identified a major defect in its support structure or deck. (There is a 

handful of other criteria that can result in a deficient grade, but for the majority of deficient bridges, one of 

these three primary components rates a 4 or below.) Federal law requires states to inspect all bridges 20 feet or 

longer at least every two years, though states typically inspect structurally deficient bridges far more often. 

http://t4america.org/docs/bridgereport2013/2013BridgeReport.pdf 

http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/
http://t4america.org/docs/bridgereport2013/2013BridgeReport.pdf
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 Find the condition of the bridges in your area: http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/ 

 

 

 

       http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/#?latlng=44.80118210000001,-68.77781379999999&bridge_id= 

http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/
http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/#?latlng=44.80118210000001,-68.77781379999999&bridge_id
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Structurally deficient bridges within 10 miles of Bangor Maine as reported by t4America: 

 

 

 

     http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/#?latlng=44.80118210000001,-68.77781379999999&bridge_id=%0A1799 

 

http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/#?latlng=44.80118210000001,-68.77781379999999&bridge_id=%0A1799
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Functionally obsolete bridges within 10 miles of Bangor Maine as reported by t4America: 

 

    
http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/#?latlng=44.80118210000001,-68.77781379999999&bridge_id=%0A1472 

Sixteen percent of Maine’s bridges are functionally obsolete. Bridges that are functionally obsolete—no longer 
meet current highway design standards, often because of narrow lanes, inadequate clearances or poor alignment. 
http://www.tripnet.org/docs/ME_Transportation_by_the_Numbers_TRIP_Report_Oct_2012.pdf 

http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/#?latlng=44.80118210000001,-68.77781379999999&bridge_id=%0A1472


8  |  ANOTHER NEGATIVE STATE RANKING | JULY 2013 | LARRY ADAMS  

AND—as if the last two pages weren’t bleak enough—don’t forget the Sarah Mildred Long Bridge; a 

fiscal burden to Maine citizens of $72.5 to $85.0 million, based on current $170 million estimate 

and $25 million Tiger Grant request. Obviously a top priority, this project may unfortunately defer 

repair/replacement of other structurally deficient or obsolete bridges because of funding shortfalls.   

        
http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/#?latlng=43.0881256,-70.73613699999999&bridge_id=%0A2.1702510011e+

 http://www.maine.gov/mdot/sml/ 

http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/#?latlng=43.0881256,-70.73613699999999&bridge_id=%0A2.1702510011e
http://www.maine.gov/mdot/sml/
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According to T4America data: 

 The 2,408 bridges (total) in the state of Maine have an average age of 50 years.  

 

 14.8% of Maine’s total bridges (one in seven or 356) are rated as structurally deficient.  

 

 Those 356 structurally deficient bridges have an average age of 69 years.  

 

 12 structurally deficient bridges—within ten miles of Bangor—111,725 cars use those bridges daily. 

 

 11 functionally obsolete bridges—within ten miles of Bangor—91,860 cars use those bridges daily. 

 http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/#?latlng=44.80118210000001,-68.77781379999999&bridge_id=%0A5225 

 

The American Society of Civil Engineers asserted in December 2012: MaineDOT forecasts a $150 million per year 

shortfall in funding for transportation over the next 10 years based on current revenue outlook.  

(ASCE Press Release pg 2) http://www.maineasce.org/MaineRC/RCPressRrelease2012.pdf 

 

The American Society of Civil Engineers asserted in December 2012: Current investment levels by the state are 

not sufficient to address the growing needs of the system. Over the next ten years, MaineDOT will not 

meet goals for roads and bridges set out by the Legislature in 2012, unless a $150 million per year gap in 

funding is resolved. 

(ASCE Roads pg 5) http://www.maineasce.org/MaineRC/MaineRoads12062012.pdf 

 

The American Society of Civil Engineers asserted in December 2012: Maine must restore investment in its 

highway infrastructure as a funding priority for the safety and economic well-being of the state’s 

residents and businesses. (ASCE Roads pg 5) http://www.maineasce.org/MaineRC/MaineRoads12062012.pdf 

 

Our limited State and Federal tax dollars need to be spent wisely on repairing our existing infrastructure. 

In this current fiscal environment, adding more miles to the state’s transportation system without 

adequately maintaining the existing infrastructure doesn’t make good financial sense.  

Thank you for your time and consideration, Larry Adams 

http://t4america.org/resources/bridges/#?latlng=44.80118210000001,-68.77781379999999&bridge_id=%0A5225
http://www.maineasce.org/MaineRC/RCPressRrelease2012.pdf
http://www.maineasce.org/MaineRC/MaineRoads12062012.pdf
http://www.maineasce.org/MaineRC/MaineRoads12062012.pdf

